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Editorial: On IRIE Vol. 26

Marx is en vogue. That is a matter of fact - not (only) due to the 200 anni ver sary of hi s
the issues Marx has dealt with (exploitation, alienation, inequalities etc.) that are (still) omnipresent and that
keep his struggle with them modern over the years and years to come.

While Marx himself never finished his own elaborations on them he inspired many followers to do so (followers:
what a modern term as well - Marx definitely would be a twitter star). That is both, a blessing and a curse. So
many epigones claim Marxism for their (non-Marxian) purposes; they found a useful interpretation for their
changing of the world to their own advantage (how ironic). Ont he other hand, so many scholars gained both:
a strong motivation as well as an intellectual approach to ask the right questions and find the right answers to
improve the conditions of the socially deprived and deal with injustice, poverty and overcoming social
disadvantages.

As a philosopher, the best way to handle this area of tension is: "Forget about Marxism, read Marx!" If you look
into the references in this issue that is what our authors have done and the insights they found on the interplay
between the ideas of Marx and the issues of information ethics are both profound and inspiring themselves.
But forget about this foreword, read the issue!

Sincerely yours,

the editors of IRIE

© by IRIE 1 all rights reserved WWW.i -r-i-e.net 1
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Marco Schneider, Ricardo M. Pimenta:
Introduction  to Information  Ethics from a Marxian Perspective

Octoberés 1917 Russian revolution was about the effec
despite the ulterior distortions that left it wanting. And while the revolution fell short, its failings should not

detract from the principals of its underlying struggle for effective universal justice and freedom. Is not this

struggle ultimately an ethical struggle? If so, how do the ethical foundations of its theory apply to contemporary

information cultures in the dig ital age?

Lenin once wrote in a personal notebook that it was i mp
first possessing a deep understanding of Hegel 6s Logi
communists of his time did not understand Marx. Whether or not Lenin was correct in his assessment, the great

strategist of the Russian revolution was seriously concerned about theory, and mainly Marxian theory. Marx,

himself, despite the claims of many interpretations of his 11th Th esis on Feuerbach, was obviously not against

theory, only against theories detached from history, especially those that, masked as scientific ones, legitimated

class exploitation ideologically.

In 1917, exactly a hundred years ago, the spread and applicability of Marxism in the world was incontestable,
even i f a rigorous understanding of Mar x6s thoughts we
unpublished at the time and what was published was not always correctly understood and diffused.

We do not argue that this lack of theory is the only, nor the main reason, for the distortions of the Russian
revolution and of the collapse of Soviet Union. The reactions of imperialism, mainly through its Nazi flank, and,
after the Great Second War, the Cold War, were surely more decisive in the matter than any theory. However,
the default neglect of Marxian theory based on history disservices its epistemological and socio-historical
rationality and power, especially in contemporary times when proto fascist f orms of political actors and
discourse are re-emerging everywhere.

Information science, ethics and Marxism should become keywords that are increasingly associated. With
Information Science as a strategic field for modern ethics and Marxian praxis, ethics and the Marxian tradition

could protect against information scienceds tendency to
last increases worldviews that grow in the wake of a scenario where the digital, with its means of intermediation,

represent exponentially an increasingly cruel and rhizomatic market control of all spheres of life, from macro -

economy to individual tastes.

The papers of this IRIE issue deal with Information Ethics from a Marxian perspective, but some of them do so

only in an implicit or indirect way. Marxist intellectual tradition, indeed, with few exceptions, does not talk

directly about ethical issues. At the same time, ethics is at the core of this tradition, Marxism being a radical

criticism of human reification, exploitation, and alienation. It is a cross -generation call for new concrete

historical forms of freedom, justice, rationality, and human self -determination. Explicitly or not, all the papers

in this issue push these questions, particularly in relation to informati o n a | probl ems, from Mar
problems to modern challenges, from the formal subsuming of labour to capital, to the new algorithmic

capitalism based on surveillance techno-politics.

This dossier does not intend to offer exhaustive answers to the discourse around such discussions but rather
aims to publicize good reflection around Information Ethics in a bid to develop serious dialog with the Marxian
theoretical tradition. The articles selected bring a rich and fresh contribution to the Marxian pe rspective in front
of the difficulties and contemporary issues of Information and its implicit and explicit Ethics.

The first article of this dossier, written by Wilhelm Peekhaus, examines the capitalist model of academic
publishing wusingf Maprrxibnsi tciovnec eapctcsunmoul ati ond and o6alienat
theoretical framework to explain contemporary erosions of the knowledge commons that result from various

enclosing strategies employed by capitalist academic journal publishers. The article also unveils some alienating

© by IRIE 1 all rights reserved WWW.i -r-i-e.net 2
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elements experienced by modern producers of academic publications. Finally, it proposes an alternative for
capitalist control over the scientific publishing field, based on open-access projects.

Rodrigo Moreno discusses the contradiction between information and knowledge based on the notion of general
intellect developed by Marx in the Grundrisse. The author shows how the privatization of the social production
of knowledge is a contemporary process of capitalism genesis, becoming more acute in our time, precisely
when knowledge becomes the main factor in the production of wealth with information its path. He warns that
contemporaneity, contrary to what postulates visions such as that of Andre Gorz, should be characterized not
as the realization of Marx's most optimistic bets on but as the development of opposing tendencies.

Figueiredo and Bolafio relate the passage in course from the political economy of the cultural industry to that
of the new media with the intensific ation of the colonization of the world of life by the system (Habermas) and
with the changing from the disciplinary society to the control society (Deleuze). This process involves a
refinement of the articulation among the economical function of advertisin g, the political function of propaganda
and the cultural function of programming, with the substitution of the latter for interactivity. The ethical debate
remains implicit here, as in many authors of the Marxian tradition. Nevertheless, it is the leitmoti v of the paper,
looking towards free communication and democracy against the veiled but highly efficient actions of capital in
the Information field: surveillance of the market and of the state over the individual.

Bianca Rhian denounces in her paper the relationship between the development of information technologies
and their flows with the needs of increased reproduction of capital in the face of the global fall in the rate of
profits that began in the 1970s. She also demonstrates the economic, ideological and cultural function of the
informationally legitimizing element of neoliberal politics, which presents itself worldwide as a universal spell,
while in serious theory and concrete practice it reveals itself as a sectarian imposition of the capital, whi ch
generates above all the sharpening of exploitation and inequality. Bianca Rhian also criticizes the positivist
perspective of the axiological, and therefore political, neutrality of science.

In an original and risky exposition, Carla Viola proposes a reflection on class struggle, having as one of the
conceptual components of her viewpoint Gilbert Simondo
the concept of individuation sculpted by Gilbert Simondon one direct relationship with Marx and M arxism in

general? Furthermore, for Viola, critical information literacy is not only the path to overcoming class struggle

but also to achieving a global information society.

Tomas Aquinas defined truth as the correspondence between things and understanding. Castro Alves paints

the horror of the slave nautical traffic. In his essay On the Concept of History, Walter Benjamin reminds us:

iThe tradition of the oppressed teaches wus that the 6e
6emergeéemnmayi snd was Fasci sm. Al bert Camus defended his
Rol and Barthes that is was fAdehors de | é6histoireo, poi
phenomenon of Fascism, but also about the permanent risk of its rebirth. Agnes Heller associates faith with

prejudice and alienation. Thus the contribution by Marco Schneider and Ricardo Pimenta explores the Thomist
concept of trut h, Benjaminbés concept of hbstooyjo€Gambs
and Castro Alvesd power ful denouncement of sl asreh traff
imderstood as a rebirth of fascist information practices

In his article, lvan Capeller presents an original study on the Golem's legend, based on an innovative reading

of Walter Benjamin, perhaps the most heterodox of Marxists, and perhaps one among those who best
understood Marx' s work. Expanding on Benjaminds relatio
epistemologically Benjamin's original reading of "allegory" (Walter Benjamin, in his seminal work Ursprung des
Deutschen Trauerspiels), not only as an important object of study, but also heuristically, for the understanding

of the broader relationship between knowledge and language. Capeller shows a fine dialectic domain in his
criticism of the usual readings of the relationship between Benjamin, vulgar Marxism and theology. By "fine

di alectics" we refer here to the i nséngistofBenami@sreadings er 6 s
that either infer a simple association between dialectical materialism and theology, or that briefly ignores it. For

Benjamin and Capeller, it is a question of understanding, through irony, the problematic character of this
connection. It is problematic in the very concrete terms of the political history of culture of his time and of the

Marco Schneider, Ricardo M. Pimenta:
Introduction to Information Ethics from a Marxian Perspective 3
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cultural history of the politics of his time, both referring to the statute of philosophical legitimacy of dialectical

materialism itself in the face of its popular proto-t heol ogi c al imaterialisto versi

heritage is unquestionable, but not as the positivist theological heritage shared by social democracy, liberalism
and vulgar Marxism, namely the conception of history as a linear progress. On the contrary, it is true in its
disruptive, revolutionary element. What Benjamin retains from theology is essentially messianism as a
revolutionary trans-historian potency, made relevant in each epoch as a material power of rup ture of usual
categories of time, space and action, articulated by the uses of time and space in the spheres of work, property
regimes, and narratives.

Gustavo Saldanha touches on very important aspects for a contemporary Marxian reading of language and its
ethical implications for the power and agency that it carries within itself. Saldanha establishes an original and
erudite dialog between the marxist linguist Mikhail Bakhtin 7 for whom the linguistic sign is an arena of the
class struggle, anticipatingBour di eudéds notion that <c¢lass struggl &
and other philosophies of language. In a kind of language ontogenesis, the author seeks to expose nature in
dialogue with the concept of trivium in the light of post -truth times when information, driven by algorithm

S

fiintelligenced, produces |l ogic, grammar, and rhetori

According to Sylvia Moretzsohn, whose critical theory of journalism is a reference to Brazil, ethical themes
infuse and guides Marx's entire work, dating all the way back to his more youthful writings such as "Reflections
of a Young Person on the Choice of a Profession" of 1835 (Marx was 16 or 17 years old). In this article, in
constant dialogue with Marxian theory, the author unveils the authoritaria n specificity of the capitalist
constitution of the communications system in Brazil during the Military Business Dictatorship. In an original
inflection, Moretzsohn also explores the notion of "culture of silence," based on Paulo Freire's reflections on the
sermons of Father Antonio Vieira (seventeenth century), which are matricial in the constitution of Brazilian
culture. The author also picks up some ideas from Alvaro Vieira Pinto, a Brazilian theoretician who produced
fundamental contributions to a unive rsal philosophy of technique, little studied even in Brazil.

Michael Eldred says in his article thereis a critique of capitalist market economy that consists in claiming not
only that capitalist social relations are uncaring and alienating, nor only explo itative of the working class, but
that the process of capitalist economy as a whole is a way of living, today globalized, that has gotten out of

c

on

al

f

hand. For him there is a possible hermeneutic al tternat:i

by one philosophical view that allows social actors to fight through it in pursuit of free and fair social interplay,
Eldred suggests that this kind of Marxist rereading is needed for an increasingly invasive and attractive cyber
world. Once the political and ideological preferences of each author are here preserved, his article contributes
greatly to the confrontation of looks and to the dialogue, or even the dialectic present between Marxian
perspectives.

We believe that there is something still extreme ly relevant to say inspired by Marx's thought. We may perceive
that its untimeliness is a proof that its theoretical and critical applications are still resonant today in a world
that speaks increasingly of openness and access in the same way that markets and strategies of control of the
means of information and knowledge production stand behind the rhetorical "varnish" of the hyper -connected
gl obal village. l'ts actuality, moreover, i s not

excl

u

fundament al critical support for new conceptual and epistel

from original Marxian thinking, despite having Marxian as a starting point.

It is not a question here of discussing what "Marxism" is, but only of explor ing how much of the critical fortune
inspired by Karl Marx's thought may be useful for discussing contemporary ethical-informational issues.

We hope we have flagged some sensitive points.
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Wilhelm Peekhaus:
A Marxist Account of and Suggested Alternative to Capitalist Academic
Publishing

Abstract:

This paper examines and situates theoretically from a Marxist political economic perspective the capitalist model
of academic publishing using Mar x 6 s concepts od
accumulation, understood as a continuing historical process necessary for capital accumulation, offers a
theoretical framework to make sense of contemporary erosions of the knowledge commons that result from
various enclosing strategies employed by capitalist academic journal publishers. As a theoretical complement,
the article further suggests that some of the elements of alienation Marx articulated in respect of capitalist -
controlled production processes capture the estrangement experienced by the actual producers of academic
publications. After offering a short assessment of the open -access movement as a remedial response to the
enclosing and alienating effects inherent in the capitalist-controlled academic publishing industry, the article
briefly outlines a suggested alternative model for academic publishing that, building on open-access projects,
could radically subvert capitalist control.

Agenda:

a1 oo 18Tl o] o IR PP P P OUPPPPROPPPPPTN . 6
A Brief Outline of the Capitalist Academic Publishing Industry s e 6
Conceptualising Capitalist Control of Academic Publishing through the Lenses of Primitive

Accumul ation and AIBNALION ..o e e teeaaaee 8
Open Access as a Response to Capitalist Control of Academic Publishing? ..., .12
A Suggested Strategy to Re  -appro priate Academic Publishing ..o e, 13
(@70 o3 11T ] o PP PUP 13
Author(s):

Dr. Wilhelm Peekhaus:

1 School of Information Studies, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 2025 E Newport, Northwest Quad,
Bldg. B, 3rd Floor, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA 53211
( +0171 4147 22971 5033, * peekhaus@uwm.edu

1 Relevant publications:

- Resistance Is Fertile: Canadian Struggles on the Biocommons. Vancouver: University of British
Columbia Press, 2013.

- Conceptualising and subverting the capitalist academic publishing model. In: C. Fuchs & V.
Mosco (Eds.), Marx and the political economy of the media (pp. 363-406). Leiden, Netherlands:
Brill, 2016.

- How | i brary and information science faculty
Information Science, 41, 640-661.
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Introduction

Al't becomes the task of science to be a means for t}
sclence appears as apotentiality alien to labour, hostile to it and dominanto v e r! i t . 0

Already a century and a half ago, Marx registered the expanding capitalist appropriation of science and other
abstract knowledge that are constitutive of what he referred to as the general intellect. Although Marx was
illuminating the appropriation of scienc e from direct producers in service of capitalist accumulation imperatives
within the factory and how the various forms of abstract knowledge encapsulated in the collective social
intelligence of the general intellect were being objectified in the fixed cap ital of machinery, his basic argument
is applicable to the contemporary capitalist scholarly communication industry; a multi -billion dollar industry in
which majority control is exercised by a handful of publishing giants that exploit the free labour of ac ademics
and lockdown content through strict application of copyright and licencing restrictions in order to extract
monopoly rents from institutions of higher education.

In response to the call informing this special issue about information ethics from a M arxian perspective, this
article illustrates briefly and situates theoretically the contemporary capitalist model of academic publishing
using Marxd6s concepts of O6primitive accumul aCGapitalmy and
goal is to demonstrate that primitive accumulation, understood as a continuing historical process necessary for
capital accumulation, offers an apropos theoretical lens through which to contemplate contemporary erosions
of the knowledge commons that result from va rious enclosing strategies employed by capitalist academic
journal publishers. As a theoretical complement, | will further suggest that some of the elements of alienation
Marx articulated in respect of capitalist-controlled production processes capture the estrangement experienced
by the actual producers of academic publications. The exegetical account of alienation offered here relies
primarily on Mar »xbéosomitans philosophical manusaripts FRoBowing an assessment of the
capitalist academic publishing system using this theoretical framework, the article then briefly critiques the
current open-access regime and proposes an alternative system of academic publishing.

A Brief Outline of the Capitalist Academic Publishing Industry

Similar to other information and communication sectors, the academic publishing industry has experienced
significant levels of consolidation over the past two decades, with the field now dominated by ten major
corporations. The top three publishers of scientific journals (Elsevier, Springer, and Wiley-Blackwell) account
for approximately 42% of all articles published. Although, according to Campbell ,? scholarly societies own and
control approximately half of all peer -reviewed journals, no other publisher beyond the big three accounts for
more than a three percent share of the journal market .® In part, this concentrated degree of control has been
made possible because these large capitalist publishers have been very successful in acquiring many of the
most prestigious and high-circulation journals across almog all academic disciplines.

In addition to an increasingly consolidated industry, there are structural characteristics specific to the market
for journal articles of which capital is able to avail itself in asserting its grip on academic publishing. 4 One

1 Marx, Karl: Economic Manuscript of 1861-63. 32, 34 (emphasis in original)
2 Campbell, Robert: Overview of Academic and Professional Publishing.
3 McGuigan, Glenn and Robert Russell: The Business of Academic Publishing.

4 |wouldliketoclari fy my use of the term O6capital. 6 My intent is not to hypoc
executes an internally consistent program of accumul atindividual | nstead,

Wilhelm Peekhaus:
A Marxist Account of and Suggested Alternative to Capitalist Academic Publishing 6
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particularly potent mechanism of control is the almost universal practice among capitalist journal publishers of
making publication of scholarly articles contingent upon the author agreeing to transfer the intellectual property
rights in a work to the publ isher.

The nature of academic scholarship has also contributed to the power of capital. Unlike typical goods,
competing journals and journal articles, although often complementary because of overlapping subject areas,
are rarely substitutes for one another. This lack of fungibility substantially augments the monopoly power of

publishers, particularly those that control the top -ranked journals in their respective fields, because academic
library collection development policies are driven by the underlying objective to maintain and expand research
holdings, which motivates collection development librarians to subscribe to as many of the key journals of

record as is fiscally possible. Indeed, because of pressure from faculty to ensure easy access to key disdplinary
journals, demand is relatively price-inelastic and differences in quality across journals are not typically reflected
in price differentials. Cognisant of this captured market situation, publishers engage in profit maximising

behaviour, such as price increases far in excess of inflation.®

Industry consolidation, working in tandem with the captured demand side of the market, gave rise to what is
commonly referred to as a 6ser i alpsongeddilesnmafacéd byactadentic
libraries beginning in the 1990s: skyrocketing journal prices coupled with static or declining library budgets.
Even in the most recent years following the global economic meltdown of 2008, serials prices rose at rates
between four and five percent, well above the negative average rate of inflation in 2009 and the 1.64% average
level of inflation in 2010 in the United States .® According to EBSCO, between 2007 and 2011 journal prices
increased by almost 30% for U.S.-based titles and almost 34% for non -U.S. titles.” Serials prices increased,
on average, by another 6% each year between 2012 and 2016. This compares to average United States
consumer price inflation rates of 2.07%, 1.47%, 1.62%, 0.12%, and 1.26% over the same years, meaning that
journal prices have continued to far outpace both library budgets, which remain re latively flat, and broader
levels of consumer price inflation.® Average journal price increases for 2017 are forecasted to continue this
trend and remain between 5% and 6% .°

capitalists who, in general, represent a class in the broader system of capitalist social relations. Along similar lines, and taking a cue

from Massi mo De Angelis (2007), who himself foll ows Nhstead dissusuus age
soci al

6capital ,d 6capitalist production relations, d® and 6 deaofpioduatibni st
rather than O6capitalism.d By adopti ng t higseopceapita gs ancall-ensompassibip r x

of

in

social relation or, what M®sz8ros (2008, 75) refers toeralenityy a system

We must think of capital as a historically determinate way of controlling soci al metabolic reproduction. That is the fundamental meaning

of capital.o Such a conceptualisation permits us to apgamsadend
livelihoods that co-exists with, and is related to, others. In this way, we can conceive of the social field as a space open to strategic
contestation among different social forces.

5 Bergman, Sherrie: The Scholarly Communication Movement.

McCartan, Patrick: Journals and the Production of Knowledge.

6 Bosch, Stephen, Kittie Henderson, and Heather Klusendorf: Periodicals Price Survey 2011.
7 EBSCO: Five Year Journal Price Increase History (2002011).

8 These figures are the average of the 12 monthly inflation rates of each calendar year ( http://www.inflation.eu/inflation -rates/united-
states/historic-inflation/cpi -inflation-united-states.aspx).

9 Bosch, Stephen, and Kittie Henderson: The Winds of Clange.

Bosch, Stephen, and Kittie Henderson: Steps Down the Evolutionary Road.

Bosch, Stephen, and Kittie Henderson: Whole Lotta' Shakin' Goin' On.

Bosch, Stephen, and Kittie Henderson: Fracking the Ecosystem.

Bosch, Stephen, and Kittie Henderson: New World Same Model.

Bosch, Stephen, Kittie Henderson, and Heather Klusendorf: Periodicals Price Survey 2011.

Wilhelm Peekhaus:
A Marxist Account of and Suggested Alternative to Capitalist Academic Publishing 7

capit


http://www.inflation.eu/inflation-rates/united-states/historic-inflation/cpi-inflation-united-states.aspx
http://www.inflation.eu/inflation-rates/united-states/historic-inflation/cpi-inflation-united-states.aspx

IRIE

Given the space limitations of this jour nal, the foregoing sketch of the capitalist academic publishing industry

has had to be extremely brief. Nonetheless, this outline highlights the extent to which academic publishing is

increasingly subsumed within the capitalist mode of production. The fo llowing section of the article seeks to
demonstrate that Marxb6s concepts of primitive accumul af
through which to make conceptual sense of this situation.

Conceptualising Capitalist Control of Academic Publishing through the
Lenses of Primitive Accumulation and Alienation

Marx provides his deepest discussion of primitive accumulation in Volume | of Capital where he develops a
critiquecafl edepobsmitive accumul aiticalecondmisist AsiMarwis aigaiesd by ¢
to point out throughout his work, capital must not be simply equated with a particular stock of wealth but must

instead be understood as a social relation. Wealth is certainly a necessary precondition but by itself is not

sufficient to explain the emergence of capitalist social relations. According to Marx, the appearance of capitalist

social relations must be traced to the transformation of social property relations, which facilitates the translation

of wealth into capital.l® At its most basic, primitive accumulation can be understood as providing the origin of

the separation between producers and the means of production that characterises capitalist social and

production relations. Primitive accumulation thus represents an historically specific and classdifferentiated

relationship of control over the necessary means of social production.

Most contemporary scholars engaging in a re-invigoration of primitive accumulation as a theory for
comprehending contemporary capitalist development tend to agree on three additional basic points about this
concept.!* First, primitive accumulation should be understood as a continuous process that remains vital for
capitalist accumulation. As Marx informs us,

At he adation praslipposes a complete separation between the workers and the ownership of the
conditions for the realization of their labour. As soon as capitalist production stands on its own feet, it not
only maintains this separation, but reproduces itonaconstant! v expandng scal e. 0

That i s, the separation between producers and the mean
of political economy, is the constitutive presupposition of accumulation and thus common to both primitive
accumulation and accumulationingenerali capi t al presupposes this separation

At he manner I n which t he exgams(takespossdssiomordgeaterfsegmentaotl uct i o
the social area) and subjects to itself spheres of productionas y et not subject to it €&
the manneri n whi ch it a¥ises altogether. o

10 Marx, Karl: Capital, Vol. I.
11 Depending upon the theorist to whom one refers, the nominal term employed to reflect the phenomenon of primitive accumu lation

di ffers. Gl assman (2006) discusses O6primitive accumuleadnamzn, 6 déaccun
means, & though he seems to favour the original term coecam@mit by Mar x.
means. 0 Bonefeld (2001, 2002) and De Angelis (2001, 2007%) remain tr
expression 6accumul ation by dispossessiond for what he believes is t

12 Marx, Karl: Capital, Vol. I. 874
13 Marx, Karl: Economic Manuscript of 1861-63. 327 (emphasis in original)

Wilhelm Peekhaus:
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Thus, once produced, capital must reproduce the separation between producers and the means of production
(and,indeed, expand this reproduced separation to additional
discussion of primitive accumulation contains a basic ontological connection between primitive accumulation

and expanded reproduction, such that accumulation, in general, represents a form of intensified primitive
accumulation.*#

The second additional point about primitive accumulation is that it manifests itself in a variety of forms, including

the privatisation of on ce public goods, which has the ultimate effect of re -organising class relations in favour

of capital. The public good character of academic research and its dissemination has been transformed through

extensive enclosing practices into a relatively new source of capital accumulation. The third additional feature

of primitive accumul ation speaks to its spatial ambi ti
work (an ethnocentrism that Marx readily admits), he discusses both the historical and t he global elements of

the processes of primitive accumulation, through which a privileged minority relentlessly pillaged the means of

production from the people of pre -capitalist civilisations around the world:

AThe di scovery of g othaextigoation enslabement and emtordbmentin nonas, of the
indigenous population of that continent, the beginnings of the conquest and plunder of India, and the
conversion of Africa into a preserve for the commercial hunting of blackskins, are all things which
characterize the dawn of the era of capitalist production. These idyllic proceedings are the chief moments
of primitive¥Yaccumul ation. o

Ensuring an expanded reproduction of capital depends upon enveloping new spheres of production and peoples
within the web of capitalist social relations of (re)production. Having historically extended the territorial reach
of capitalist social relations through colonialist expansion and the imposition of private property rights across
the globe, primitive accumulation in the twenty -first century has become both more extensive and intensive,
affecting an ever-increasing range of social activity. In practice, primitive accumulation motivates efforts by
capital to enclose more and more areas of our social existence that can be mined for extraction of surplus
value. Thus, primitive accumulation processes of enclosure all share the basic universal character of separating
people from access to any social wealth that falls outside the purview of competitive markets and money as
capital. That is, in line with the elaboration above about the basic element of the theory of primitive
accumulation, enclosures provide a mechanism for realising the ex novo separation between producer and the
means and objects of production.t

This separation is responsible for the alienated character of labour and thus for defining the opposition inherent
in capitalist social relations. As articulated most fully in the Economic and philosophical manuscripts the
alienation of labour under capitalist social relations manifests itself in four ways, two of which are most ger mane
to the present work. *” The first consequence of the estrangement of practical human activity i of labour 1 is

14 Bonefeld, Werner: The Permanence of Primitive Accumulation.
Bonefeld, Werner: History and Social Constitution.

De Angelis, Massimo: Marx and Primitive Accumulatian.

De Angelis, Massimo: The Beginning of History.

Mandel, Ernest: Late Capitalism.

15 Marx, Karl: Capital, Vol. I. 915

16 De Angelis, Massimo: The Beginning of History.

Harvey, David: The New Imperialism.

Harvey, David: Spaces of Global Capitalism.

17Inelabor ating his third characteristic of capitalist al i en arshipn, Mar x
to other people when engaging in productive activity, itself a fundamentally social activity. The fourth type of alienation that Marx
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a resulting alienated relationship between the worker and the product of labour, which, because of private

property and the capital-labour relation, appears as something alien i as a power independent of the actual
producer . Since the product of the workero6s | abour is
wage, the more that she toils under capitalist social relations the m ore powerful becomes the alien, objective

world she brings into being against herself. Although this basic idea inheres in the production of academic

journal articles, it does require a slight adaptation. Publishers own the means of dissemination not pro duction,

as is the more traditional Marxist understanding of the alienation inherent in capitalist social relations premised

on wage labour. Although an argument could be made that, because journal content is a necessary factor of

production in subsequent research, the capitalist ownership of such content represents partial capitalist control

of the means of production. In any event, the perhaps stronger argument is that this type of control facilitates

an even more insidious form of exploitation and alie nation since capitalist publishers provide neither a wage

nor the means of production (in the strictest sense), yet accumulate the benefit of the product of intellectual

labour. At an even more fundamental level, an argument could be advanced that, fromMar x 6 s di al ec
perspective, alienation reaches farther back than the estrangement of direct producers from the means of

production and the resulting products of social labour to include the alienation inherent in the disconnect

between the driving motiv ation of capital, the profit motive, and the fulfiiment of socially -produced human

needs, including those for research and knowledge.*®

A second, and related, aspect of the alienation of labour encompasses the relationship of the worker to the act

of production within the labour process. Under the control of capitalist production processes, not only is the

product of labour objectified in an alien object that holds power over the actual producer, butt he corresponding

form of productive activity renders the workero6s own | ¢
an estrangement from himself and from his own activity. Rather than offering satisfaction in and of itself,

alienated labour is external to the worker, something sold to and thus belonging to someone else. Through its
alienability, the relationship of the worker to her ac’
estrangement 6:

Aé estrangement malnintheaesultsbut aldo @ ehé fact of mraducton, within the activity

ofproductioni/ t sel f. é So i f the product of [abour s alien
the alienation of activity, the activity of alienation. The estrangem ent of the object of labour merely
summari zes the estrangement, the ayienation in the ac

Under the dominance of capitalist social relations, we witness the social separation of the conditions of
production from the control of the direct producers. This dual form of alienation inheres in the scholarly
communication process that is dominated by commercial publishers, who have been quite successful in wresting
the outputs of scholarly research from the control of direct producers in service of capitalist accumulation
imperatives.

Capitalist Academic Publishing as an Alienating Instance of Primitive Accumulation
Recognising new opportunities for accumulation associated with the burgeoning volume of journals and

research articles being produced by academics, capital began exerting a stranglehold over this industry and the
processes of scholarly communication in what can be interpreted as yet another area of social existence now

develops in the Economic and philosophical manuscripts is the notion of alienation from speciesbeingi al i enati on from a pers
as a member of the human species.

18 Burkett, Paul: Marx and Nature.
Mandel, Ernest: Marxist Economic Theory.
19 Marx, Karl: Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts. 326 (emphasis in original)
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brought under capitalist control, thus reinforcing the idea that primitive accumulation remains a continuous
social process?® By appropriating the free labour that sustains the production, peer review, and editing of
scholarly research and then locking the resulting content behind intellectual property rights, licencing
agreements, and technological protection mechanisms, capital has developed a very lucrative model of value
extraction in service of its own accumulation imperatives. Put another way, capitalist academic publishing is
premised on the private expropriation of much of the value that is produced in common through the cooperative
relationships inherent in scholarly research production.

The result of these processes is an increasing individuation and alienation of scholarly producers that
dispossesses them of their material capacity to consciously control their product and potentially their labour
processes. While there might not be a formal separation of academic producers from the most basic means of
production, the dissemination and use of the products of research production are subsumed increasingly within
capitalist modes of production and exchange. This intensifying enclosure of academic publishing within the
capitalist market nexus that is informed by property rights, alienability, and capital accumulation represents a
contemporary instance of primitive accumulation and alienated productive activity.

Capitalist control of academic publishing industry is similarly testament to the expanding range of actors caught
up in practices of primitive accumulation and capitalist control of social production processes. The increasing
integration of academic journal publishing into capitalist relations of production and exchange similarly
demonstrates how contemporary processes of primitive accumulation and the consequent expanding capitalist
control of social production processes are exacerbating the alienation Marx elaborated to include new strata of
producers beyond the orthodox Marxist emphasis on the industrial proletariat and waged labour. That is,
despite a still relatively privileged position vis-a-vis other workers (albeit one increasingly under attack), it is
precisely through such capitalist-controlled processes that cognitive workers in the academy are being caught
up within and subject to some of the constraining and exploitative practices of capitalist accumulation
processes.

However, the imposition of an ex novo separation of the conditions of production from the control of the direct
producers represents a social proaess that is susceptible to contestation by oppositional social forces seeking

to recover those social spaces appropriated by capital and to re-invigorate them as spaces of commons. Capital

is thus compelled to wage a two-front war in its battles for enclo sure: invading and enclosing new realms of

soci al existence that can be subverted in service of
enclosed areas governed by commodification and accumulation imperatives against ex novo guerrilla
movements struggling to liberate enclosures from capitalist control .2 Enclosures, and the resistance they
engender, thus represent strategic problems for capital. Such resistance poses limits that must be overcome

if capital is to be successful in colonising new areas of social existence or in sustaining those areas already
enclosed from attacks by alternative social forces seeking to de-commodify and transform them into commons.

Very much aligned with - Mar xds di al ecti cal met hod, we thus note th
against their negation.

20 The contemporary commercialisation of academic journal publishing has been traced to the 1946 launch of Biochimica et Biophysica
Acta by Robert Maxwell, who built and later plundered a major publishing empire in the United Kingdom that began with academic
publishing (Campbell 2012)

21 De Angelis, Massimo: The Beginning of History.
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Open Access as a Response to Capitalist Control of Academic
Publishing?

In response to several of the trends in the academic publishing industry that have clearly disadvantaged both
authors and libraries i that is, the producers and the purchasers of scholarly output T a sustained movement
that advocates for and develops open-access models to academic research began emerging around the turn of
the millennium. Open access refers to the free and unrestricted availability of scholarly literature on the Internet
that people may access and use for any lawful purpose. The two major types of open access are gold and
green. Gold open access refers to peerreviewed publication in an open-access journal that does not levy
subscription fees but may or may not require authors to pay article -processing fees. Green open access involves
uploading the work to an institutional or subject electronic repository.

Research provides evidence that the gold model of open-access journal publishing has matured into a
sustainable form of scholarly publication.?? In fact, a quick search of the Directory of Open Access Journals
revealed over 9,400 registered journals as of June 2017. Further, albeit disconcerting, evidence of the growing
sustainability of open-access publishing comes from a number of capitalist publishers, which have begun to
offer open-access options to individual authors in what are otherwise subscription-based journals. In exchange
for payment of an open-access publication fee typically in the range of US$2,0007 US$3,000, commercial
publishers, such as Elsevier, Springer, Taylor & Francis, and Sage, among others, provide electronic open access

to the published version of a n damotdets care Gespecipllp lwgrative for ar t i ¢
publishers since they are essentially paid twice for the same article, which is why this practice has come to be
known colloquially as O6doubl e dipping. d

Capitalist publishers have also adopted gold openaccess models and now offer a large number of fully open -

access journal titles across an array of subject areas. Article-processing fees levied on authors vary widely by
publisher and journal, from as O6little6 as U&Smgdd to U
article-processing fees indicates that they are less a reflection of actual production costs and instead based

more on a calculus of what the market will bear. Similar to the captured demand side of the market that offers

publishers the opportunity to grossly inflate journal prices, at the production level a similar logic applies given

that authors, or at least well -funded authors, will likely remit high fees to publish in high -impact journals.

What these brief examples clearly demonstrate is that open access per se is not inherently anti -capitalist and
likely will not improve the long -term financial sustainability of the scholarly communication system or help the
actual producers assert control over the system. Instead, these corporate adaptati ons to open access represent
a direct response by capitalist publishers to subvert the open-access model in service of their own accumulation
imperatives. Indeed, content delivery through the onlineopen -access model contributes t
by lowering marginal costs of production to almost zero and eliminating many of the traditional costs associated
with physically publishing a paper journal (for example, materials, printing, inventory management, and
distribution costs). Moreover, with fundi ng agencies and universities beginning to apportion more funds to
cover publication fees, there exists the potential for capitalist publishers to retain their control and their rent -
seeking behaviour as they shift their revenue models from being subscription-based to instead rely on author
fees. Given the historically, often-successful ability of capital to decompose class struggle and re-appropriate
for its own ends the creativity produced in common by autonomous workers, the increasing adoption of open -

22 Laakso, Mikael, Patrik Welling, Helena Bukvova, Linus Nyman, BeChrister Bjork, and Turid Hedlund: The Development of Open
Access Journal Publishing from 1993 to 2009.
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access models by capitalist publishers is a worrisome trend that demands a counter-response by the academic
producers who sustain the scholarly communication system.

A Suggested Strategy to Re-appropriate Academic Publishing

As perhaps the first part of that response, we need to sharpen the distinction between open access that can
be harnessed to serve capital, and explicitly anti-capitalist open access, in what we might term a commons-
based openraccess regime that more accurately reflects the true nature of peer- and commons-based scholarly
knowledge production. As mentioned previously, academics provide the majority of labour that sustains the
production of scholarly knowledge, including the actual research and writing, peer review, and editing. It is
time for academics to re-appropriate from capital the products and processes of their collective labour in order
to revitalise the knowledge commons in ways that serve the public good rather than capitalist accumulation
imperatives. | therefore suggest that we need to become more radical in our thinking and our actions in order
to wrest control of academic publishing from the current capitalist oligarchs. And although this might require
significant amounts of persuasion among some of our more conservative colleagues, | want to suggest that
logistically such a re-appropriation would be less difficult.

There already exists a basic publishing infrastructure in the form of non -profit university presses, which should
be able to substitute easily for capitalist pu blishers in ways that would not require the assignment of copyright
by authors or the imposition of onerous pricing and licensing contracts on library customers. Indeed, university
presses have substantial historical experience in facilitating the dissemination of scholarly research across
multiple product lines (trade books, scholarly monographs, textbooks, and journals). Moreover, there is a
variety of freely available, technologically sophisticated digital publishing platforms (for example, Open Journal
Systems) that university presses could employ to produce electronic journals. | therefore contend that
university presses are best positioned to fulfil the key aspects of the scholarly communication system in ways
that would promote access, remedy the fiscal instability of the current capitalist -dominated model, and restore
control to the actual producers and users of the system.

Conclusion

As elaborated above, Marx critiques capital as an alienating social form because it privatises the product of

another 6 s | abour as property, thus rendering it susceptib
which an inequitable distribution of the wealth generated by social production obtains. The object of labour

increasingly appears as alien property to the actual producers as the means of their existence and the products

of their activity are concentrated progressively in the hands of capital. Capitalist control of academic publishing

through strategies and practices such as industry consolidation and forced assignment of copyright represents

a new modality of primitive accumulation that strives to appropriate and enclose the knowledge commons that

otherwise would emerge from the unrestricted flow of academic research. That is, through such means of
control, capital is able to appropriate for its own acc
that sustain the content production and evaluation elements of the academic journal publishing industry.

Yet, there is hope. The success of the open-access movement and models has demonstrated that there are
viable alternatives to the capitalist control of academic publishing. However, the dominant open -access regime
suffers from inherent neutrality in respect of economic model that renders it s usceptible to capitalist
appropriation and exploitation. | therefore suggested that we need to become even more radical in our
solutions to the capitalist enclosure of our scholarly communication system. The requisite technological,
logistical, and financial capacities exist for scholarly journal publishing to be reclaimed by members of the
academy through their non-profit university presses. What remains to be effected is an awakening among
producers and users of the scholarly communication system to the need to avail themselves of these capacities
in order to exert autonomous self -control over this system that remains so vital to the research and educational
missions of universities.

Wilh elm Peekhaus:
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If nothing else, my hope is that this article engenders further discus sion, elaboration, and eventual
implementation of strategies that return complete and common ownership of the products and processes of
academic knowledge creation to the actual producers and users.
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Abstract:

This article discusses thepolarization of information and knowledge , a phenomenon that is increasingly relevant
in different spheres of the contemporary socioeconomic dynamics. According to this notion, founded mainly on
the works of Karl Marx, information and knowledge are central elements in the contradictions between capital
and labour, as well as in the internal contradictions of the working class. The idea of polarization of information
and knowledge offers a critical point of view against the authors who, while trying to grasp the socioeconomic
dynamics of our times, are captured by the enchantment of the techno -scientific progress. The article also
adopts the Marxian concepts of universal labour and general intellect to argue that information, knowledge,
and science are social constructions built collectively and should be treated as common goods. However,
currently, the emancipatory perspective of the general intellect envisioned by Marx has been r eplaced by an
opposite tendency: the private appropriation of the general intellect.
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Introduction

The socialism advocated by Karl Marx was notbased on a subjective moral demand, but on a theory of history
that is dialectically set in motion by its internal cor
theoretical framework the subjective moral demand becomes powerless in comparison with his insight into

history, which is pictured as a movement towards the realization of a better and more humane social order.

Al t hough Marxés political economy was not conceived t
production, his description of the negative consequences of capitalism embodies moral valuations. These

negative aspects are recognized as historically necessary steps for the historical progress (Fetscher 1991). The

rising of socialism would make, according to Marx (1853), ihuman progress cease to re
pagan idol, who would not drink nectar but from the sk

For Marx, overcoming of the capitalist mode of production requires unveiling commodity fetishism, which would

reveal the social relations of production between the owners of the means of production and owners of labour

power. The historical process by which capitalism is overcome will be determined by the contradictions between

the forces of production and the social relations of product ion. As a result of this dialectical perspective of

history, a transformation is expected to occur in the way society distributes the value and the surplus value

produced by the working class. The understanding of capitalist contradictory dynamics would enable the
proletariat to accelerate the historical process of ema
and lessenthe bith-pangso6 of a new society (Marx 1996 [1867], p.

These considerations provide the background to the question that drives the exposition presented in this article:
What is the role of information and knowledge in a Marxist perspective of overcoming the capitalist mode of
production?

In this article, | argue that overcoming capitalism will require the abolishment of the polarization of information

and knowledge, a phenomenon that is increasingly relevant in different spheres of the contemporary
socioeconomic dynamics. According to this perspective, information and knowledge are central elements not

only in the contradictions between capital and labour, but also in the internal contradictions of the working

class. In different realms of society, the asymmetric distribution of information and knowledge can be a source

of socioeconomic inequality or an instrument for expl oitation. Although Marx did not adopt the expression
6polarization of information and knowl edgeo6, this idea
most important works, such as in Capital (1996 [1867]) as well as in the manuscripts Theories of Surplus Value

(1994a [1863]) and Chapter Six- Results of the Direct Production Process(1994b [1864]).

The idea of polarization of information and knowledge offers a critical point of view against authors who, while
trying to grasp the socioeconomic dynamics of the twenty -first century, are captured by the enchantment of
the techno-scientific progress. The optimistic description of the contemporary society presented by André Gorz
exemplifies this kind of misconception:

[ The] rAmai n pr oodwlcetdigvee fiosr cae ,prkond uct t hat I s [é], t o
shared culture, living and lived practical knowledge. It has no exchange -value, which means that it can, in

theory, be shared at will, as anyone and everyone sees fit, at no char ge, particularly on the Internet. But

the fact is that the portion of knowledge that is not originally shared and common, namely formalized
propositional knowledge i detachable from its producers and existent only because it has been formally

produced i is also potentially free, since it can be reproduced in unlimited quantities and shared without

having to pass through the value-form (money). It is, moreover, generally accessible, at least in theory,

thanks to the Internet, which means that the main produc tive force and the main source of value can for

the first time be put potentially be3Bond private appr

Gorz6s analysis falls into the trap of technological de
prevents him to realize the contradictions of the so -called information society. According to this frequent type
of misunderstanding, the Internet and the contemporary sociotechnical networks are supposed to allow
unlimited sharing of information and knowledge, w hich are taken as elements that can flow without any
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restriction and cannot be privately appropriated. Contrary to this beautified discourse, | advocate that the
analysis of the role of information and knowledge in the current socioeconomic dynamics requir es firstly the
recognition of the contradictory essence of information and knowledge.

The article is divided into five sections. After this introduction, the two next sections present the main arguments
of the polarization of information and knowledge appr oach. According to the first one, from the early days of
capitalism to present, information and knowledge have been central elements in the contradictions between
capital and labour. This position draws from a historical perspective built upon the works of Mandeville (1792),
Babbage (1832), Marx (1994a, 1994b, 1996), Taylor (1911), and Braverman (1998). The second key argument
states that information and knowledge have a fundamental role not only in the contradictions between capital
and labour, but also in the contradictions within the working class . This argument is founded on the works of
Braverman (1998), Rubin (1972) and Marx (1994b, 1996). In the fourth section, | use the Marxian concepts of
fifuni ver sal |l abouro (1998) a nrdue fha &noveledgel andiscienoe lade saciald (1 9
constructions built collectively and should be treated as common goods. However, | conclude that currently,
the emancipatory potential of the general intellect as conceived by Marx has been replaced by an opposite
tendency: the private appropriation of the general intellect.

Polarization of information and knowledge between capital and labour

The idea of polarization of information and knowledge draws from a historical perspective to sustain the first
key argument: from the early days of capitalism to present, information and knowledge have been central
elements in the contradictions between capital and labour.

Since the 18th century, when the capitalist mode of production was born, the adoption of information and
knowledge as instruments of domination or emancipation has become a strong tendency, not only in the
workplace but also in broader social spheres. Throughout its history, capitalism has not demonstrated any
commitment to the universalization of information, knowledge or science. Capital has certainly a progressive
character, but not a reputation of being an educating force for the working class. On the contrary, in capitalism,
the production processes are conducted in an arena where workers struggle against capitalists to dominate and
control the use of information and knowledge.

The words of Mandeville (1732) reveals how the ideology of the emerging bourgeois was very explicit in the

early days of capitalism. His prescription about what kind of knowledge sho uld be accessible to workers was

based on restrictive and functional criteria. Accordin
limited to the skills that were useful to their labour. Any other kind of knowledge was considered harmful and

dangerous to society. In his terms:

ATo make the society happy and peopl e easy under t he
numbers of them should be ignorant as well as poor. Knowledge both enlarges and multiplies our desires

[-..] The welfare and felicity therefore of every State and Kingdom, require that the knowledge of the

working poor should be confined within the verge of their occupations, and never extended (as to things

visible) beyond what relates to their calling. The more a shepherd, a plowman or any other peasant knows

of the world, and the things that are foreign to his labour or employment, the less fit he will be to go

through the fatigues and hardships of it with cheerfulness and content. Reading, writing and arithmetic are
verynecessary to those whose business requires such gqu
dependence on these arts, they are very pernicious [«

Expanding Adam Smithsé thoughter PiropCGhaenteonf Baleadid,i
| abouro (Babbage 1832, p. 191), recommended that the di
the aim of minimizing the skills workers would require to conduct the labour processes, in order to increas e

child labour and, consequently, reduce wages.
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AThe facility of acquiring skill in a single process
source of profit, will induce a greater number of parents to bring up their children to it; and fr om this
circumstance al so, t he number of wor kmen being i ncre:é
170-171).

Although Marx emphasises the importance of knowledge in the capitalist production process, he also highlights

that the fractioning of t he labour process institutes a social organisation of work that deforms the workers,

imprisoning each one of them in a fraction of their profession. Hence, the collective labourer that constitutes

the live mechanism of manufacturing is based on a partial and limited kind of worker, characterised by Marx as

a fAcrippled monstrosityo (1996, p. 365) . Thus, t he in
contradictory forces against the partial worker, and scientific knowledge becomes a force that benef its capital

instead of the working class.

Al ntelligence in production expands I n one direction,
the detail labourers is concentrated in the capital that employs them. It is a result of the division of la bour

in manufactures, that the labourer is brought face to face with the intellectual potencies of the material

process of production, as the property of another, and as a ruling power. This separation begins in simple

cooperation, where the capitalist represents to the single workman, the oneness and the will of the

associated labour. It is developed in manufacture which cuts down the labourer into a detail labourer. It is

completed in modern industry, which makes science a productive force distinct from | abour and presses it

i nto the service of capitalo (Marx 1996, p. 366).

Faced with this understanding, Marx (1996, p. 367) agrees with Ferguson (1782 [1767], p. 305) according to
whom Aignorance is the mother of industry as well as of

In his discussion on the application of the machinery in the modern industry, Marx returns to this point. As he
explains, t he machinery, instead of facilitating th
the labourer from work, but deprives th e work of all interest [ Inhalt] 6 ( Mar x 1 ¢ Fhe ability of thel 2 6
machine operator, deprived of all content, is no longer relevant when the scientific knowledge is incorporated

into the factory production as a power of the master.

e |
) .

AThe s e p atheartelleoturnl powers of production from the manual labour, and the conversion of
those powers into the might of capital over labour, Is, as we have already shown, finally completed by
modern industry erected on the foundation of machinery. The special skill of each individual insignificant
factory operative vanishes as an infinitesimal quantity before the science, the gigantic physical forces, and
the mass of labour that are embodied in the factory mechanism and, together with that mechanism,

constitute t he power of the oJomasteréo (Marx 1996, p. 426).

Therefore, in Marxb6s (1994a, 1994b, 1996) anal ysis of
technology are presented as productive powers of capital or, more specifically, as fundamental elements of the

productive forces of social labour, which are dominated by capitalists against labour to conduct the production

of value and surplus value. So, science and technological knowledge not only appear to be an intrinsic property

of capital but also appear as the development of capital.

AScience, the general intellectual product of social
into capital [...] and the general development of society, because it is exploited by capital against labour,

1The English word content, instead of interest, is a mordeappr

opri at
Maschine nicht den Arbeiter von der Arbeit befreit, s onder n seine Arbeit vom Inhalto (Marx 1962,
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because it acts as a productive power of capital over
(Marx 1994b, p. 457).

In the early twentieth century, Frederick Taylor, an engineer and manager who was not a Marxist, proposed

what he catilfeidc imanagement 0, which presents a capitaldi
notion of polarization of information and knowl edge. A
workers is a fundamental strategy to be adopted by manager s and directors, who should be the sole controllers

of all information and knowledge about the working processes. Taylor prescribes a fundamentalist idea of work

control, recommending that managers and directors, instead of workers, should be in charge of all decisions

about the production process, especially the subjective decisions. Managers should avoid situations where they
become dependent on workers6 initiatives and ideas. To
about the working processes dominated by workers should be collected, registered and systematized by

managers and directors (Taylor 1911).

Expanding the Marxian point of view, Braverman (1998 [1974]) transposes the discussion on the role of
information and knowledge onto the univ erse of working relations of the late twentieth century. As he explains,
the fact that nowadays production has become more dependent on science and knowledge does not benefit
the mass of workers. I n his terms, Tfourprecessthe lesstbeavorkence i s
understands the process; the more sophisticated an intellectual product the machine becomes, the less control
and comprehension of the machine the worker haso (1998,

Polarization of information and knowledge within the working class

Besides the first key argument of the polarization of information and knowledge approach, there is a second
key point that sustains this perspective: information and knowledge have a fundamental role not only in the
contradictions between capital and labour, but also in the contradictions within the working class.

As Braverman (1998 [1974]) argues, the detailed division of labour, deeply strengthened throughout the

evolution of the capitalist mode of production, is currently present in a Il hierarchical levels of the companies.

Thus, this division is not limited to fractioning the simple or unskilled duties conducted on the shop floor but

also includes the skilled and eminently intellectual activities. Every phase of the capitalist process of production

is Adivorced, so far as possible, from speci al knowl ed
situation, the tasks of unskilled labour will occupy the mass of workers, while the relatively few workers who

monopolise knowledge and skills will be freed from the duties of simple labour. Therefore, in every working
process emerges a structure that fat its extremes pol a
whose time is worth al most imothiengodr kThhigs cpalsar icaat ben c
|l aw of the capitalist division of | abouro, which #fis n
it is certainly the most p-688uer f ul and generalo (1998, [

Contrary to the critics of Bravermanodés ideas, Foster (1994) expl ai ng
simplistic idea of general deskilling. Braverman does not affirm that there would be a reduction in the average
skill level of workers as a consequence of capitalist developmert. Instead of this conclusion, he provides
evidence of tendencies of increasing gaps within the working class and expanding inequalities among it. This
pol arization harms the majority of workers and benef it :

ASi nc e, devélaprmentloffteehnology and the application to it of the fundamental sciences, the labor

processes of soclety have come to embody a greater amount of scientific knowledge, clearly the "average”

scientific, technical, and [...] "skill" content of these la bor processes is much greater now than in the past.

But this is nothing but a tautology. The question is precisely whether the scientific and "educated” content

of | abor tends toward averaging, or, on the94ontrary,

Therefore, the contradictions in the universe of labour are strengthened by the uneven access to knowledge
and professional qualifications. As Rubin (1972 [1924]) puts, the long qualification periods of some professions
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and expensive learning costs anstitute obstacles to the distribution of works between different sectors of social
production as well as obstacles to the transference of works to different occupations. Accordingly, the high
level of skills required to be admitted in some activities tur ns these occupations into professional monopolies.

Huws (2001) disagrees with the idea that the information and communication technologies would inexorably
tend to emancipate the working class. On the contrary, the author points to an expanding gap within the
contemporary workforce. On the one hand, there is a growing complexity in some working processes and some
of them are becoming multi -skilled. On the other hand, other working processes have become taylorised and
deskilled. Although is possible to note the emergence of new opportunities for workers, it is also possible to
realize that new forms of exclusion and exploitation are rising.

The concept of the collective labourer proposed by Marx (1994b, 1996) is also an important reference for the
notion of the polarization of information and knowledge. When Marx discusses the advanced capitalist
production and the labour process on a large scale, he asserts that the single worker is no more the real agent
of the working process. In this context, what is deter minant to the production of value is the combination of
multiple activities, including those that are mainly manual or unskilled and the ones that are eminently
intellectual and skilled. In other words, what is relevant is the socially combined capacity to work. This
aggregated work force, constituted by different individual workers, comprises the organs of what Marx terms
the ficollective | abourerdo. The collective |l abourer is
mass of individual workers with different capacities to work, qualifications and skills. Some of them have
superior education and high skills, such as engineers, managers, and technicians, while others conduct mainly
unskilled and manual tasks.

The category collective labourer is increasingly relevant to discuss the contemporary socioeconomic dynamics,
given the growing importance of the global production chains, by means of which the production processes are
fractionated and allocated in different regions across the globe. The idea of collective labourer is more insightful
than the dichotomist proposition of some authors, such as Gorz (2010) and Moulier-Boutang (2011), who divide
the manual activities (production) and the intellectual ones (design) into different spheres, attributing the
capacity to create value only to the second type. Nevertheless, in fact every production process indispensably
needs the prior phase of design, which in turn can only be realized through execution (Jeon 2012). Therefore,
there is a contradictory dialectical unity between the conception of a gadget such an iPhone, conducted by
some kind of labour aristocracy in Silicon Valley (United States), and the manufacturing of this apparatus in the
terrible sweatshops in Shenzhen (China).

Albeit the fact that Marx 6 s concept of coll ective | abourer presuppo
unskilled labour or, in other words, between manual and intellectual duties, his theoretical framework reveals

some contradictions within the collective labourer. The Marxian analysis of the division of labour in the factories

presents the engineers, mechanics, and joiners as a privileged class in comparison with the operative class:

Aithis is a superior class of workmen, s ometoatfadetithise m s c i
distinct from the factory operative class, and merely a
he states that, with the emergence of the collective labourer that takes place when labour assumes a social

scale, thelabour of t he hand and of the head fipart company and
509). Marx also returns to this point in another text where he claims the necessity to overcome the antithesis

between mental and physical activities as a condition to overcome the capitalist mode of production. In his

words, to build a communist society and cross fAthe nar
woul d be necessary to abolish the @Athe enisnloflabounad subor
therewith also the antithesis between mental and physi
I f the contradictions involving information and knowl ed

inequality and uneven development, the effective realisation of this possibility will require the abolishment of
the polarization of information and knowledge. In other words, it will require the understanding of information,
knowl edge and science as common goeds,alt hatoiug,0 s Vilgat
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Towards the private appropriation of the general intellect?

Every intellectual product is fundamentally a social product built collectively since an idea of any person is based
on the ideas of his predecessors. The evolution of knowledge, science, and technology is a cumulative historical
process. The statement by I saac Newton in a letter to R
others, it is by standing upon the shoulders of giant sc¢

Rarely is scientific progress the result of one sole researcher. On the contrary, science is a process developed
through networks and it advances by means of a cross-pollination. Scientists learn through connections with
other scientists, seeking information and inspirations within their own research fields and among distinct ones.
The inspiration for new ideas has its origins in varied sources which frequently are not evident. In some cases,
it is impossible to have the full consciousness of which sources were the inspiration for an innovative
achievement. Even if it were possible to identify all contributors to a scientific or technological advance, it would
be impossible to determine the exact quantity of each contribution (Perelman 2002).

The collective principle that characterizes the social construction of knowledge was also recognised by Marx

(1996, p. 375): AA critical hi story of technol ogy woul d
is the work of a single individual. Hitherto t her e i s no such booko. Thus, knowl
never a product of an individual but arises from what
original, Allgemeine Arbeit( 1 96 2 ) . I'n his words, fific labowr,eall disaoverylamdtalo ur i s
invention. This labour depends partly on the co-operation of the living, and partly on the utilisation of the

|l abours of those who have gone beforedo (Marx 1998, p. !

Therefore, knowledge is intrinsically a collective and communal resource, despite the fact that throughout
history it has been privatized and appropriated by the ruling class at the expenses of the less privileged. As

Perel man (2002, p . 8) not es, fa small mi rclaimingtprppertyf t h e
rights to | and or other goods that belonged to the com
not be surprised that today, when knowledge and information are so crucial to the economy, the tradition of

looting ofthe commons s houl d extend to knowledge and informationo.

In the Grundrisse a manuscript that can be considered a draft version of Capital, Marx (1987 [1857 -1858])
perceives a future when the creation of wealth would
quantity of labour employed than [...] upon the general level of development of science and the progress of
technol ogy, or on the application of science to produ
conjectures: flas a rpeonl éxcpaondecVvabuoe baHkldathesworssy (198"
he presents the hypothesis of overcoming capitalism and its intrinsic logic of value through the collective

knowl edge, which he terms the @gener aGrundrinse Mard esplidithy . So,
attributes to knowledge an emancipatory power.

As predicted by Marx, currently the creation of wealth increasingly relies on the progress of science and
technology, as well as on the application of science to production. Nevertheless, contradicting what Marx
glimpsed about the general intellect in the Grundrisse nowadays, the strengthening of the polarization of

2 It is worth noting that Newton is not the original author of this statement. John of Salisbury wrote in the twelfth century i  n his work

The Metalogicon: fiBernard of oyhdawarfs peered an the ghoulders ofcgiantspHe panted aut thatave [ p u
see more and farther than our predecessors, not because we have keener vision or greater height, but because we are lifted up and
borne aloft on their gi al?). statuteod (Salisbury 1955, p.
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information and knowledge is evident in different contexts, at both the micro and macro socioeconomic levels.
It is wo rth noting some examples.

Firstly, the charges to access the web are unaffordable for many people around the world, preventing the

effective universalization of Internet access. Besides that, the commoditisation of the web and the evolution of

the Internet governance have led to national policies that allow Internet service providers to abandon the

principle of net neutrality ?in favour of zero-rating 4 plans. Because of this tendency, the World Wide Web has
turned into a fAwal l ed rmp@onsdRamas 2014). A slockingarésultyf thisrreng is the
revelation that the majority of people in some poor ar
I nternetdo (Mirani 2015) . So, i n the r e asymmetif distributoe r net ,
of information and knowledge.

In the sphere of world economy, the global production chains of information and communication technologies
set in motion a contemporary collective labourer constituted by a heterogeneous and complex la bour force that
includes not only the intellectual labour aristocracy that design hi -tech apparatus, but also the Congolese slaves
who extract minerals used in the IT industry, as well as the unskilled and highly exploited workers of
manufacturing plants in China (Fuchs 2014; Smith 2016).

The polarization of information and knowledge is also a hallmark of some uneven education systems not only
in poor countries but also in wealthy areas such as in Silicon Valley (Marques and Kerr Pinheiro 2014, 2016).

InSil i con Valley, one of the most innovative places of th
of high techo (Siegel and Markoff 1985, p. 5), al-most 3
sufficiency standards in 2012. Asexposed by a recent report, finearly 30% cC
not make enough money to meet their basic needs without
I ndex 2017, p . 27) . T h e -suficiercy variesasigsificantly byarace/ethnidity) aetrly i s e | f

59% (81,245) of all Silicon Valley households with a Hispanic or Latino householder live below the Self-
Sufficiency Standardo.

These examples reveal not only the phenomenon of polarization of information and knowle dge but also some
manifestations of what | term private appropriation of the general intellect . The adoption of this expression
has, as a reference, Marxoé6s (1987) discussion on the g
dynamics that goes in the opposite direction of what Marx had depicted in the Grundrisse If society does not
prevent the current tendency of private appropriation of crucial intangible collective goods i such as
information, knowledge, and culture 7 humankind will be increasingly captured by the rentist logic of capitalism.

3 The net neutrality principle states that those who are responsible for providing the infrastructure of the Internet, such as
telecommunications companies and Internet service providers, are not allowed to discriminate contents that circulate throug hout the
web. In other words, according to this principle, every content must be treated with isonomy, that is, without any discrimina  tion based
on its features such as type of content, origin or destiny, software or hardware adopted.

4 Zero-rating is a price discrimination practised by some telecommunications companies and Internet service providers by means of
which they discriminate the conditions to use the global network. Zero -rated plans allow at no charges the free flow of content
associated with some specific applications or services (such as Facebook and WhatsApp), while access to all other web content is
conditioned to extra payments.
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Abstract:

Social media is a pervasive part of everyday life. That is, new media occupies more and more spaces in
individuals 8 | i ves both in intimate and work sphere. I n add
together interpersonal and mass communications in the same environment. This fact has caused a wide range

of changes in cultural industries. One of the main changes brought about by social media in relation to the

mass media is the construction of a flow of content, advertising and propaganda customized for each individual,

and constructed from surveillance and c oks Farsoldoing,fonei ndi vi
element is central: Algorithms. It is not only by means of contents produced by cultural workers or amateurs

that social media guarantees the life world colonization by the system, but mainly through the tracking of user

interactions. That is possible thanks to the data gathering performed by algorithms. Therefore, social networks

colonize the life world in a more constant and pervasive way than mass media, facilitating surveillance and

social control that are vital for both, the digit al conglomerates economic power and the state capacity to watch

individuals, either to strengthen the sales effort or to ensure citizen vigilance.
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Introduction

Social Media, as technological platforms, are inserted in increasingly pervasive ways intot he i ndi vi dual 6
life. Our closest friendships, news, interest groups, interpersonal communication i everything converges to

these spaces of interaction. Convergence between interpersonal communication and mass communication

makes stocks of companies that own social network sites extremely valued, as these platforms perform

functions of both telephone companies and media. The insertion of social media into the daily lives of individuals

in both exponentially increasing and very personal ways allows social media to gradually function within a

capitalist system, as exclusive to the Cultural Industry, with greater efficiency.

The transition from the Culture Industry prevalent in the second half of the XX Century, which centered around
TV broadcasting sygems, to the new mediation structure, centered on the Internet, promotes fundamental
changes in the traditional Monopoly Capitalism functions of (Bolafio, 2015) advertising, propaganda and
program. These functions are vital for the lifeworld colonization by the system (Habermas, 1981).

Advertising is aimed at mediating between the market and consumers, that is, guaranteeing the lifeworld

colonization by the economic subsystem. Propaganda is responsible for mediation between State and
citizenship, faciltating t he col oni zati on of the Iifeworld by admir
program i whose role is to offer content within a flow capable of attracting the attention of a public that will

be transformed in commodity audience T as a third function aims to represent lifeworld determinations over

mediating structure. In a public broadcasting system, on the other hand, that third function can be
accomplished, for example, by public services, accountability, etc.

The critical point that needs to b e made as such is that, in the case of Internet and social media, this central
function manifests as interaction. We will not discuss here the much more complex problem of how the
propaganda function is accomplished in the present capitalist mediation structure. Currently, the main form of
lifeworld colonization by State is Internet surveillance. In addition to the distribution of content anchored in the
lifeworld, the interaction function allows the surveillance of both social networking sites, which produ ce users'
dossiers, and the state.

Unlike broadcasting where content is rationally organized via radio or TV programming by a certain (powerful)

sector of the media staff (Williams, 2003), social media makes this task automatic, organizing content to the

user's disposition, taking into account interactions with other users, business companies and other organizations
profiles. Traditional mass media sells the audience commodity (Smythe, 1977). Audience prices vary according
to schedule, to when advertising runs and is calculated according to the demographic group profile of the

current television-watching audience. Profiles are determined by qualitative and, mainly, quantitative surveys
based on samples from the total number of people who watch television or listen to radio at any given time

(Bolafo, 2015).

In these surveys, the fact that many individuals not in
target, the whole system is functionality stymied, introducing inefficiencies and increa sing costs. In social media,

this problem is radically reduced and the mediation between market and consumers presents an efficiency

never seen before. In order to accomplish all its mediation functions in social media environments, a new

element is central: Algorithms.

According to Gillespie (2014, p.167), 0[algorithms] ar
desired output, based on specified calculationsd. Algo
work to make things li ke Facebook newsfeed, Google searches, Twitter trends, and Netflix recommendations

work. Even interactions between friends in social media are organized according to patterns determined by

algorithms. Algorithms make it possible to track user navigation ov er the Internet, generating data used to

construct highly personalized advertising. Social media tracks users' interactions with other profiles, whether

from companies, content producers or individuals; to distribute content, advertising and propaganda wit hin a
personalized flow.
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The objective of this paper is to, starting from Bol

in Monopoly Capitalism, mark the crossing from a political economy of mass media to a political economy of
Internet and social media, emphasizing the centrality of algorithms in the new social mediating structure. In
the first part, we present the definition of algorithms as a concept related to the development of capitalism
and, in sum, to the change from a disciplinary to a control society, as argued by Deleuze (1992), in his reception
of Foucault (1987).

In the second part, we redefine the definitions of algorithms and social media, focusing on the functionalities
of the former at a micro level, and in the characterist ics of the later proposed by Van Dijck and Poell (2013).
We largely adopt the above authors definitions, proposing, nevertheless, two corrections: The inclusion of the

afoc

idea of fAdataficationd in the mor e es shstradtiondnbtddvelopador i c al

in this paper) and the incorporation of the concept of interactivity, building from the
connectivity.

In the third part, we propose some ideas for the critic of interactivity, concluding with the problem of
surveillance capitalism, building from the discussion proposed in part one. In the conclusion, we summarize our
main arguments and indicate a need for social movements to fight for the opening of algorithm codes in order
to guarantee free communication and democracy.

Algorithms, Social Media and Big Data

Information and communication technologies (ICTs) have been one of the drivers of the capitalist system

restructuring that begun in the 1970s, resulting in the end of the Fordist accumulation regime an d the advent
of the flexible accumulation regime (Harvey, 1989). ICTs have accelerated a trend of creative destruction of
the capitalist system, presenting a strong disruptive character to old technologies. In addition, ICTs have

contributed to the strengt hening of what Marx calls the labor subsumption by capital, codifying various tasks
in software and automating them (Bolafio, 2002). Cultural Industry has been experiencing the impact of ICTs

since the last decade, including the decline in circulation of newspapers and magazines, and more recently the
adoption of second screens by audiences, leading to a decline in attention by spectators. That is, the commodity
audience of cultural industries has gone through a brutal process of devaluation.

This process isrelated to the search for profitability in the Internet market, one of the main reasons for the
bursting of the NASDAQ stock market bubble. There was a promise of high profitability, based on the
expectation of an Internet popularization in the 2000s, lea ding to indiscriminate opening of technology
companies and corresponding speculation. However, the vast majority of businesses had no real profitability to
justify the high investments in that sector by speculative capital. The truth is that search and con tent sites on
the Internet had not found, by the end of the last millennium, a way to make the digital world profitable beyond
financial speculation. Several attempts were developed, such as the subscription system or ads that popped up
on the user's screen when they entered certain websites. However, most Internet users were reluctant to pay
for content and viewed the pop -ups experience as disruptive, since such advertising expectantly pops up on
the computer screen rather than through regulated and expected television ads included in regular
programming.

According to authors such as McChesney (2013) and Van Dijck (2013), the way out of the above deadlock was
to track Internet users through cookies, files downloaded by Internet browsers when users visit cer tain sites,
and collect data about users' paths. From that data, it was possible to trace users' profiles and offer them

personalized ads. Social media have honed this logic by combining user tracking and reattime data gathering,
which have been able to offer users a personalized experience of both content and advertising. That
transformation can be seen as a defeat for large media companies that are no longer the big targets of the

advertising industry, although they remain as major producers of content s uch as news, videos, series, and
movies. Power to distribute the flow of content and advertisements passes to social media companies through
their algorithms that mediate individuals' interaction with other individuals and with mass -communications
companies.

Carlos Figueiredo, César Bolafio:
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Those companies anchor themselves in a pretended mathematical objectivity of algorithms to be neutral
intermediaries between users, content producer s, and a
claims of objectivirtiy hansd fime et rcalnisttyadm,t | l-gneacke m gd ecmingd ir @
These devices construct images of the world, but their owners claim that algorithms only show the world.

Pasquale reminds us that the algorithms of giants like Google and Facebook know alot about their users, but

individuals know very little about them. According to Pasquale, algorithms are black boxes.

Cormen et al . (20009: 5) n o tdefined tomputationafipeoceduee lthgtdakeis somen i s a
value, orsetofvaluesasinput , and produces some value, or set of wva
is a series of computational steps that transform input into output. The computational codes behind the software
we use are examples of algorithms. Inserted into algorithm s are instructions on how software will react (output)
to user commands (input). Therefore, computational algorithms are the result of a series of developments in
mathematics and computer science used by industry to manufacture new products and produce their profits.

Algorithms command interactivity between humans and software, and software and computers mediate human

interactions in social media.1 For social media algorithms, data extracted from the tracking of user interactions

with other asnd@adrsodomprofielséds profiles would be the input \
for this user would be the output. That output is result of statistical calculations made from large volumes of

data compiled with help from high processing power computers. The presence of algorithms in everyday life

takes on a pervasive form. They act on financial markets, on Netflix movie recommendations, on Google search

resul ts, and on soci al media sites, transfor mihneg |Laawdr et
into an inconvenient truth.

Computational codes also begin to invade our interactions through social media. According to Van Dijck (2013:

11-2), social media can be seen as human interaction facilitators, a people network that promotes interactions

as a social value. However, these sites are automated systems that engender and manipulate interactions in

order to recognize what wusers want and | i ke. ifFacebook
bet ween peopl e' s ddmi ¥Ry Accoringdto thedagithos, docigl media companies tend to

emphasize in their institutional propaganda the ability to facilitate interactions between people and minimize

the automation of interactions. Automation of interactions by algorithms allows a fidet ai |l ed and |
knowl edge of the desires and tastes of peopleo (ibid.)
purpose is to create and guide specific needs.

Algorithms were designed to solve problems, but they are inert (Gillespie, 2014: 169), and work only with data.
Algorithms need a sheer amount of data, resulting from tracking user interactions, to deliver personalized
content and advertising. That huge amount of data is compiled in real time by social media algorithms thanks
to computers with high processing power. Large masses of data whose compilation is only possible with the
help of powerful computers is conventionally called Big Data. There is a false understanding according to Shutt
and O'Neill (2013: 25) that Big Data w ould be a mass of data in which N = All, i.e. the sample would be able
to encompass all individuals of a given population. Such reasoning would silence those who are not reached by

1 In fact, we must define the capitalist mediating structure between man and machine related to the Third Industri al Revolution

(BOLANO, 2012) in two steps. In the paradigmatic commodity production field, for instance, algorithm is the tool by which man transfers

a logical/mental structure (the semantic step) i the one, which commands the software that, on its turn, ¢ ontrols the machine operations

(the syntactic step) T to an element of constant capital. The total mediating system is obviously much more complex than the ancient

use of simple tools and even the machine system studied by Marx, but it is notyetenoughto conf i rm t he science fictio
intelligence dystopias. Human interaction, even mediated by more and more technical layers that amplify the separation betwee n man

and nature, is still necessary.
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Big Data radar. In that case, a sample would coincide with an entire popula tion, something impossible to
achieve in statistics.

On the other end of the spectrum, equally mistaken for the authors, is the understanding that N = 1. Statically,

this would mean that it would be possible to infer the characteristics of a given populati on from a single

individual. However, N = 1 gains a new meaning in the Big Data era, where it is possible to store a large mass

of data on a single person, and actually produce a sample that includes all the events and actions of that

individual, making it possible to make inferences about him or her. It is what data scientists call user -level

modeling, that is, construct data models capable of predicting the desires and actions of the user of a given
service (ldem: 26). fAA mo doerkpresenttha matuie bftealityfhitough soparticalat e r st an
|l ens, be it architectural, bi ol ogi cal or mat hemati cal
constructed from a particular lens, the objectivity claims for social media are difficult to sustain.

Adorno and Horkheimer (1949: 102-3), in their extremely pessimistic analysis of the Cultural Industry, affirm

that within this sector fifor everyone something is for
philosophers considered that differences between the various contents produced by the Cultural Industry were

merely a strategy for categorizing and quantifying consumers statically for purposes of industry planning itself.

Thus, using Haber masd (19 81)promoteratifevorid Colonizatiomn, af éverydaydife.s t ry w
It was the continuation of an instrumental rationality of the system, to which the worker would be exposed

during work, in free time. Adorno and Horkheimer's perspective is commonly considered a one-sided view about

Cul tural Il ndustry that completely strips the individua
about the mass culture firmsé power to predict audience

Social media algorithms actually predict something for each person, and it is not a force of expression, or

metaphor, but it is a power of right prediction and distribution of content or ads for the right person with a

margin of error much smaller than that observed in traditional Cultural Industry. That surveillance and co ntrol

over individual s everyday interactions also constitut
and administrative subsystems' rationality. Of course, we cannot make the mistake in denying the existence of

utopian energies. Social meda are also instruments used by social movements to mobilize and disseminate

their demands. Just as there are movements that stand against the invasion of instrumental rationality within

digital networks. It is inherent to capitalist contradictions. Howev er, when we think of the ads and individual

content received by users based on the data gathered by social media, it is very difficult not to remember the

Frankfurter statement.

We can also conclude, from another perspective, that algorithms guarantee all the general Culture Industry
functions in a much more iinvisible, mar ket oriented f
Adi sciplinary societyo in which the submission of the
places and a subsequent ordering of working time. Algorithms and the economy of the Internet seems to
reinforce Deleuzeds (1992) perspective of a transition
organized fAcontrol s 0 ¢ peeetratedwithout definitehlimits nd the estakdishmentoftae r
continuous time makes it impossible for individuals to finish their tasks. 2

2 Deleuze have proposed that concept to understandt he tr ansf or mati on of an analogically organi
1975) in which the submission of the individual is related to the division of space into closed places and a subsequent ordering of

working time; into a social organization, organized numerically, in which spaces interpenetrate without definite limits, and there is the

establishment of a continuous time, making it impossible for individuals to finish their tasks. There is a transformation in the surveillance

exercise, in the transition from disciplinary to control society. In the former, the act of watching referred to confinement and, therefore,

to a physical situation that symbolized the concerns o fvenehtitreir model [o
spatial displacement. Watching was basically regulating people's footsteps, it was looking. With the explosion of communications, a new
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Algorithms, Mass Communication and Social Media

In relation to the microeconomic and microsocial aspects of the differe nt culture industries, we can define the
algorithmic task as follows:

Algorithms organize the culture commodity offered on the web, substituting the ancient TV timetable by an

automatized tool that articulates habits and desires of the audience to advertis ers needs. Producers and

customers seems to be independent subjects that find in the web a perfect instrument to preserve their mutual

autonomy, in a pure mercantile structure. The ideological character of that operation is evident (Bolafio, 2016),

arriving, in the more radically fetishist interpretation, toc
In all cases, it is true that programmers lost power, favoring advertisers, but by an operation that produces an

irresistible appearance of equality.

Algorithms, in so doing, automatically direct public attention and construct different types of audience
commodities that Internet players sell to advertisers in an extremely efficient form. The weakness of this social
logic is how to preserve attenti on in a total dialogical communication apparatus. In fact T and this is the paradox
solution i what is sold is not just audience, such as in the broadcasting system, but also an apparently direct
channel between customers and advertisers, not mediated by other human interests. This appearance is due
to the automatic character of the system that reinforces the myth of technological neutrality.

Al gorithm facilitates an interactive communication tha
organization. Interactivity, as we said above, has the same function than program or public services in
constructing audience but, in order to make it useful to State and capital, it is necessary to neutralize its critical

and revolutionary potentials. In the last instance, the classic bourgeois public sphere faced the same problem,

according to Habermas (1961), in the transition from competitive to monopolist capitalism. Culture Industry,

for him, was the solution to this problem. In that case, reactivity replaces interactivity (Williams, 2003). A very

similar process takes place now.

The complete social logic is the result of micro decisions made by individual capitals in competition. Algorithms
represent the essential advantage of individual capitals fighting for conquest or preserve barriers to new
competition in Internet based markets. Algorithm production and its control as a secret provides monopolistic
advantages and represents, in the last instance, the crucial objective of any capital and the core of each
particular business in digital economy. We are, therefore, far from information democratization. The typical
market structure in Internet economy remains oligopoly and the main tendency is concentration and
centralization, exactly as argued by Marx and Engels when considering the tendencies of capital accumulation.

On the other hand, far from being neutral, both mass media and social media are of great importance in shaping
everyday interactions in contemporary times, as Van Dijck and Poell emphasize it (2013: 1). The authors
enumerate four characteristics of social media that are present in an increasingly pervasive way in daily life:
programmability, popularity, connectivity and datafication. These four characteristics are interesting to
demarcate the socioeconomic changes of a time dominated by mass media as social mediators to a historical
moment in which social media companies begin to impose their logic in the mediation between individuals and

figure is gaining momentum: the surveillance of messlatgmsadvent,f communi
the concern, thanks to Internet architecture itself, becomes the way individuals access this information. Surveillance is exe rcised on the

dynamics of communication not only between people, but also between people and businesses, network services, financial system, that

is, surveillance extends wherever messages circulate.
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economic and administrative subsystems. ICTs are rapidly erading the barriers between mass communication
and computer mediated communication.

That flow of programs, news and ads has a cultural significance and an economic function. News flow on a
newscast, for example, hierarchizes certain facts and interferes in its meaning with audiences. Programming
flow is also organized from economic interests. Programs are placed at certain schedules with expectation to
reaching an audience with a certain profile that would be free to attend that broadcasting program. As Jost
(2010: 75-6) points out, a broadcast program's chances of success depend on the schedule of its broadcast,
as it may not reach the intended audience or interest it less than the content broadcast by the competitor.
Thus, one of the strategic functions of a broadcaster is to establish a programming flow that transmits the
appropriate television genre to the audience to be reached, at a given time, taking into account the content
offering of the other channels. There is another requirement that must be added to these two, it comes from

the advertiser: Ato build a stable public, with mor

In social media, programmability is not based on the flow of programs previously scheduled in the course of
the day, but in the tracking of users' interactions. Thus, social media organizes the content flows available to

individuals according to metrics and parameters that

media algorithms are proprietary, and regarded as trade secrets. In addition to automating the flow of content
and interactions, it presents a new way to sell audiences. Advertising and propaganda that reach individuals
are tailored to their prior interactions, ensuring that the right ad reac hes the right consumer.

The second social media feature would be popularity. Social media sites have become popularity legitimators,
a power that mass media still possesses. More and more actors, politicians, and musicians appear to the public
or increase their symbolic capital from exposure on social media. In this way, those agents who master

techniques capable of leveraging their visibility and popularity in new media can gain followers for their work

and ideas without going through the mass media filte rs. The third social media characteristic would be
connectivity. Connectivity, according to Van Dijck and Poells (2013, p.8) is a term derived from technical
hardware language, which designates the socio-technical ability to connect content and advertisements to
users' activities. We prefer the term computer-mediated interaction (Primo, 2007) to connectivity or

interactivity.

The fourth feature would be datafication: the ability of networked platforms to transform into data many aspects
of the world that ha ve never been quantified before. It is not only the demographic or profile data produced
by customers in online surveys that are quantified, but also the ability to automatically derive, from user
interactions and actions, metadata from smartphones, such as those produced from the user's location, for
example. (Idem, p.9).

We prefer here the idea of quantification that represents an ancient trend begun, according to Crosby (1997),

in the XlI Century. It represents the inner process of abstraction that char acterizes the capitalist development
from its beginnings and, more, the general division between manual and intellectual labor in ancient Greece
(Sohn-Rethel, 1995). The development of informatics, the logic separation between hardware and software,

the subsumption of intellectual labor (Bolafio, 2012), that characterizes the present capitalist restructuration,

are recent developments of this long-term tendency. Datafication could be better understood in this perspective,

but we will not develop it in the li mits of this paper.

Interactivity, Social Media and Surveillance

The possibility that the media allowed individuals to be both producers and receivers, thus effecting a kind of
popular, communitarian, contra-hegemonic communication, free from the control o f capital and the state, was
already a claim of Marxist thinkers such as Brecht in the 1930s and Enzensberger (1970) in the 1970s. Brecht
considered that it was necessary for radio to also be an apparatus of communication and not just of diffusion
so that there was the possibility of confronting the forces of disconnection through the organization of the

e

or

di sconnected (Brecht, 1964: 52), which Bolafo (2015) ,
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Williams (2003) differentiates reactive and interactive media in the 1960s, when he surveyed television as a
cultural form and possibilities for truly democratic communication offered by that technology.

The search for more interactive media, on the other hand, has always been a concern to the elect ronic industry.

But, as Van Dijk and Des Vos (2001) and Primo (2007) point out, this demand for technological advances that

increase interactivity has always been commercially motivated, and focused on human-machine interaction,

based on parameters previously established by technological system programmers. Apparatus like television

remote control, or user-friendly interfaces of operating systems used in personal computers and other
technological advances were meant to seduce consumers. They were advertisirg strategies for electronic
product s, fiselling argumentsodo (Sfez, 1992) . Emerging t
bias, are characteristics that justify purchase and use of new products.

From that perspective, interactivity has a tr ansmissionist meaning, present in many of its definitions in
communication sciences, which fits into the emitter -messagereceiver model (Van Dijk; De Vos, 2001: 447).

Rafaelibs first definition of i nt er act iunicatiog field,dollosvss of t h
this model: Alnteractivity is an expression of the ext
later) transmission (or message) is related to the degree to which previous exchanges referrer to even earlier

transmis si onso (Rafael i, 1988: 111) . Not withstanding, for

to the viewer the possibility of creating and responding in an unforeseen way. On the other hand, in reactive
systems fithe range alé&ndscopeispre-set bo( Wi I hi dmsa 2003 144) .
interactive, according to Wi lliams' definition, it wou
according to Primo (2007: 27), would consider much of the technological resources currently available on

television sets reactive.

Those different meanings of the concept of interactivity come from the fact that interactivity is a multi  -discursive
concept (Jensen, 1988: 188). Jensen maps the different concepts of interactivity and analyzes their application
in three different fields of knowl edge: ifl) the concep
of communication studies, and finally 3) the concept of

In sociology, the concept of interaction is modeled on the relationship between two or more people who, in a

given situation, mutually adapt their behaviors and actions to the other. Social systems and specific situations

with sharp contours are part of this social pr ocess, and interactive patterns are more similar to physical
interactivity. In addition, the concept also involves i
and negotiation around meaning takes place between partners who find themselves in the same social context.

A situation that communication and media studies woul o
studies, there may be communication without interaction (unidirectional communication), but not interaction

without communi cation.

In Communication and Media Studies, there is no consensus or clear outline regarding the concept of
interaction. Interaction may mean the construction of meanings by audiences when they come into contact
with certain content, interpersonal communic ation processes, or a closer meaning to the sociological in
communications research within groups of audience studies (ibid, 189). Another model of the concept of
interaction in communication studies is the transmissionist model, as previously noted, which has a purely
technological dimension.

The Interaction model in computer science has as its starting point the relationship between people and

machines, so-called human-computer interaction (HCI) or human -machine interaction. That model, according

to Jensen (lbid, 190), originated from batch processing, in which a large amount of data is collected before

being processed by computers. Users could observe partial results, use choice menus, and dialog boxes to

intervene in the process. In this way, users were able to intervene in the program's performance through

idi alog traffico or an fAinteractive modeo. The Compu
communication between two people mediated by a machine, or what is called computer-mediated
communication. According to Jensen (lbid.), in computer science, then, it is possible to have interaction without
communication (man-machine), but not communication (computer -mediated) without some interaction
(human-computer).
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The interaction meEompuepScienzd (Jefisenp1938:r180) iwimportant for the development
of our argument. Jensen uses the Workshop Seillac example in which computer scientists seek to arrive at a

consensus definition of the <conceg@dctonis & stylemftcentrdd andi on a

interactive systems exhibit t hat styledo (Guedji,
derivative 6interactivityd, the conc
to be synonymouso (Jensen, 1998,

has also become widely wused in the field of me d i
combination 6i nt er a dtorcharactenze acertaid fedatuse ofonéwt needia thasdéfers it from
traditional mediao (1 dem).

Jensen considers that it would be more productive to maintain the interaction concept linked to its strong
sociological definition, except for mediated communication. Interactivity would be the term used to refer to the
use of media and computer-me di at ed communi cati on. I n that way,
measure of a mediabs potential ability {aformeftmediated
communi cat i ond®Jensen'd domcept of idtdractivity T even in its later version (Jensen, 2008), by
adding the possibility of social media users to act as prosumers (Toffler, 1981) i is not productive if we want
to understand the role of social media contemporaneously in that it dismisses the sociological aspects of the
interaction concept. We believe that interactivity, in the man -machine sense, and interaction, in the strong
sociological sense, are closely linked in socialmedia.

Social media platforms encode human interactions (Van Dijck, 2013) and, through that codified architecture,
standardize human interaction in order to insert content, advertising and propaganda in a personalized way in
usersd fl ow whtime monitotting theme Thiss,ainteeactivity in social media becomes a form of

1980:

o] epts of O6interacti
p.190). Synonymous us

stu

Jens
user

control and surveillance from the data generated by the
coding is central to what Fostlelramma dcCihteaslniesymd ,2 0alm )ur

State: a political-economic arrangement in which the US government makes massive investments in military
technology to leverage its domestic economy and ensure global military hegemony. The union of interests
between industry corporations and US military gave rise to what Daniel Guerin (1973) called Military -Industrial
Complex.

According to Foster and McChesney (2014, p. 2), since the 1970s, the digital communications revolution i
associated with technological advances such as computers, digital technology and the Internet 1 was
strengthened by three means of absorbing surplus value: massive military spending, sales effort, which involve
large investments in advertising, and, with the crisis of Fordism, financializat i on. As not ed,
new forms of surveillance and control. The result was a universalization of surveillance, associated with all three
areas of: (1) militarism/imperialism/security; (2) corporate -based marketing and the media system; and (3) the
world of financeo (Foster; Mc Chesney, 2014) .

Social media and algorithms fulfill new needs for surveillance and control and, in this way, make sales effort,
diffusion of advertising and economy financialization more efficient. New technologies have increased the ability
of the market and state to monitor individuals. Algorithms are the devices through which surveillance and
control are exercised by State and market together. However, digital giants regard those algorithms as trade
secrets. While large technology corporations possess a huge range of information about social media users,
individuals know very little about what these companies do with the data that is collected about them, creating

3 That concept of interactivity can be divided into four sub -concepts or different dimensions: transmission, consultation, conversation
and registration (Jensen, 1998).
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a huge asymmetry of informaebomeandt powar a BDateageisltli a
details about individual lives (Pasquale, 2015, p.21).

They are black boxes. Social media users do not know what parameters are used to rank them, categorize
them, and are totally ignorant of how that data is used and who has access to it. In that way, we can say that

social media exerts a lifeworld colonization much more conspicuous than mass media exerts by mediating the
interests of market and State by inserting advertising and propaganda into the flow o f programs. Algorithms
not only produce what Gillespie (2014) calls calculated audiences, but also insert themselves into our daily lives
(Wilson, 2016), build social reality by working as gatekeepers and setting the agenda of certain groups (Just;

Latzer, 2017). Furthermore, they are the technological base of monopolist companies like Google and Facebook.

Conclusions

Social media sites are devices increasingly present in our everyday lives, platforms that encode certain social
relationships and gather personal i zed data from their usersod interact
commodity, but in a more efficient way. The target is the individual and their desires, not demographic groups,

as mass media does. In social media, the flow is custom-built for individuals and not based on audience surveys

that take into account habits of demographic groups portrayed from samples of a given population of

individuals. Mass media colonizes the lifeworld through advertising and propaganda. Program, public services,

and accountability all have the role of attracting audiences to the flow of broadcast content to expose them to

advertising and propaganda.

In social media, the program function is largely substituted by what we defined here as the interaction function.

Internet players, by means of algorithms, distribute the flow of content, advertising and propaganda according

to individualsdé interactions with companies, content pr
the mediator between State and citizenship and between market and consumers. Large communication
conglomerates will continue to do it, producing content and being part of the lifeworld colonization complex,

but they will do their mediating job in the company of other important partners: th e so-called social media and

Internet players. 4

Social media algorithms increasingly automate content, advertising, and surveillance streams. In addition, they

perform a function that the mass media cannot: surveillance and control of individuals and not only the masses.

In disciplinary society, surveillance took place in enclosures, such as factories, hospitals, and schools. They are

molds or different castings. The individual was always restarting their tasks when they returned to these

enclosures. In control society, however, surveillance takes place in open spaces, in any space. Controls are

modul at i on s-defoiiing &ast that costiadodsly change from one moment to other, or as a sieve

whose mesh wild.l be transmut e d992: 4)olmdiviguals cant no longer pompletet 6 ( De
any task; they are always in debt.

Powers and Jablonski (2015) and McChesney (2013) emphasize the international hegemonic character of the

system, referring to the coalition between digital economy giantsand t he US gover nmdgitdl as a
compl exo, an updatned uosft rtihad fcnoinlipilteaxroy t hought by Dani el
highlights the existence of economic interests that make Silicon Valley companies support citizen surveilance

by government agenci es. Technol ogy is fundament al i n
(Foster; McChesney, 2014; Mattelart, 2008) and of the lifeworld colonization by the system in the neoliberal

4 We can say that the capitalist social mediation structure in the XXI Century doubled, but we cannot discuss it in the limits of this paper.
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era, in a much deeper sense than in original Frankfurt definition (Adorno; Horkheimer, 1949), bringing current
control closer to the vigilance described by Phillip K. Dick in the Minority Report narrative.

Social movements for free communication should focus on pushing government over constructing laws in order

to open the codes of the mainstream Internet playersod a
the daily life of individuals, they enable the surveillance of them by the market and State apparatus. It is a

brutal instrume nt a l rationality invasion in individualsé daily
of this magnitude are not compatible with democratic societies, where communication is supposed to be free.

It is necessary to know the laws governing cyb erspace. The free software movement is an example of a

community of technically trained users, such as Linux-based operating systems, that could curate social media

algorithms.
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Abstract :

This article discusses an ethical conception for informational production based on historical-dialectical
materialism. Starting from the notion of ethics as a critical attitude towards hegemonic morality, we will mak e
use of the categories of totality and historicity to formulate a critical argument for information submitted to the
control of capital and as an instrument for the creation of a "morality” based on the values of the ruling class,
both in the sphere of ep istemological production, and in the economic and media spheres in times of neoliberal
globalization. However, as a historical product, it also seems essential to present the information from the
intervention of the human being in the world and, therefore, in permanent movement and dispute, being able
to become an effective pillar for the ethical -political project of human emancipation, or the good in a universal
sense of fact.

Resumo:

O presente artigo discute uma concepgéo ética para a producdo informacional baseada no materialismo
historico-dialético. Partindo da nogéo de ética como atitude critica diante da moral hegemonica, faremos uso
das categorias de totalidade e historicidade para formularmos argumento critico a informacéo submetida ao
controledocapi t al , e enquanto instrumento para a <cri a-
dominante, tanto na esfera da producéo epistemoldgica, como nas esferas econdmica e midiatica em tempos
de globalizagéo neoliberal. Porém, como produto histérico, parece-nos também imprescindivel apresentar a
informacé&o a partir da interveng&o do ser humano no mundo e, por isso, em permanente movimento e disputa,
podendo converter-se em um efetivo pilar para o projeto ético -politico da emancipagdo humana, ou para a
producédo do bem em sentido universal de fato.
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Etica, totalidade e historicidade

A objetividade dos valores esta baseada no fato de que eles sdo partes moventes e movidas do
desenvolvimento social

G. Lukacs

Comecemos a falar de ética que, por tantas vezes, no terreno das cotidianidades, é usada como conceito
sinbnimo de moral. Apesar de reconhecermos certo bom senso na inducédo do usodos termos a partir da
similitude de seus significados, cabe diferencialos enquanto conceitos.

Etica, em sua etimologia, vem do grego ethos, podendo ser traduzida como habitos, costumes, modos de ser;
ja moral, deriva da palavra latina mores, que também aponta para algo como costumes. Logo, 0os campos da
moral e da ética sdo comumente evocados para fazer relagdo a conjunto de valores, regras e normas que
orientam os individuos.

Porém, como ressalta Sodré (1995, p.51), h4 uma significagcdo diferente para a ética, derivada de um outro e
antiquissimo ethos (que aparece no grego com eta longo), designando o ato de morar, ou a organizagédo de
um grupo de individuos em um determinado lugar em busca do supremo para a comunidade, ou seja, de seu

bem. Em Heréclito,essa i dei a aparece no fragmento Aethos anthropo
homem ® seu deus ou seu dem!niodo, ou fAiDeus ® a morada
Tamb®m em Arist-teles, em sua A£tica a Nicl!maco0,s per ce
fundamentos da pr8tica especificamente humana, que dev

como lugar ontolégico do homem, e 0 bem como ponto para onde convergem todas as forcas de ordenamento
ou de a-«o0 certa para a @gb3pMuni daded (SODRE, 1995,

Para Sodré, a nao observancia de tal distingdo- entre a universalidade de fato e a universalidade de direito - €

gue coroa, na modernidade, um sentido limitado para a ética (segundo a traducdo latina), obediente aos
regulamentos institucionais ou as corporacdes profissionais. Ao passo que pensar a ética em sua ideia original,

deveria incorporar uma atitude desviante da autoridade de um saber estabelecido ou de um poder técnico

sobre o mundo, e aproximar-se cada vez mais das perguntas, do vigordap ocur a, da |l i berdade
ética resulta da esfera da liberdade, das escolhas de modos cada vez mais atualizados de se por em relagao

com o outroo (BATI STA, 1995, p.41).

Assim, tomamos como certeiras as consideracdes de Rios (2006, p. 81) quandodé ende que A® de ac
a mor al gue se di z: fa-a isso; n«o fa-a aquil oo. Contu
que sustentam a moral, quando buscamos seus fundamento
pode, entéo, ser definida como uma atitude critica diante da moralidade, uma investigacdo sobre a consisténcia

e 0 significado dos valores moraiso.

Resgatando E.P. Thompson (2001), um dos autores mais atentos as normas, aos valores, ao conjunto de
elementos morais presentes emuma sociedade - e ao aumento significativo que o estudo desse conjunto pode
propiciar ao conhecimento sobre tal sociedade - explicitamos, assim como ele, a necessidade fundamental de
situarmos esses elementos em seus contextos historicos, assim como locakarmos os diversos angulos sob os
guais se apresentam, e o relacionarmos as tantas variaveis que os produzem e os mantém.

Seguindo a linha de raciocinio thompsoniana, devemos estar atentos para a necessidade de os significados das
regras e normas sociais, ou os significados da moral hegeménica em determinados periodos histéricos, serem
sempre contextualizados, assim como priorizadas as relacdes reais que neles se expressam, afinal:
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Todo significado é um significado no contexto, e, quando as estruturas mudam, as formas antigas podem
expressar fungbes novas e as funcbes antigas podem encontrar sua expressdo em novas formas
(THOMPSON, 2001, p. 238)

Portanto, se devemos chamar a aten¢éo para o fato de que a vida social produz valores e regras morais, que
informam o individuo e contribuem para suas acdes e decisfes, importa também relembrarmos que eles ndo
sdo universais de fato e nem sempre representarao o bem. Ou seja: ndo confundamos moral e ética.

Partindo da inspiragdo acima, sublinhamos que a nogdo de éticaaqui defendida fundamenta-se na razao
dialética, ou em um todo organico, sempre em movimento e atravessado por conflitos, pois é a partir de uma
viséo da totalidade - considerando os contextos econdmico, politico e cultural -, e da historicidade das partes
em conflito reclamando o bem, que poderemos observar a universalidade de fato (como sublinhado por Sodré).

Em outros termos, trata-se de travarmos uma critica radical ao conjunto de valores hegemo6nicos - da moral
hegeménica em nossa sociedade de classe- partindo das categorias de totalidade e historicidade para
apreendermos o real.

Nesse sentido, buscaremos debater a utopia da sociedade informacional, que pautada pela retdrica tecne
cientz2fica, construtora da i dei apoddescuisas mididtiona maratizantese mo fi o
(leia-se, formadores de valores), direcionados pela visdo de mundo das classes dominantes, afastouse da ética
e do fibemd, no sentido da Avida em Fseumampdradesnstrufetd@ DRE , 1 ¢
de implementag¢é@o moral do capitalismo financeiro e da globalizagdo neoliberal ao redor do mundo, onde o
ibemd ® garantido apenas para uma parte privilegiada dc¢

Uma critica dialética a neutralidade axiologica dos estudos
informacionais na sociedade de classe

Contemporaneamente, as novas tecnologias digitais avangam com grande velocidade, influenciando de maneira
decisiva todos os ambitos da vida humana (CAPURRO, 2015, p.13). Como ressalta Schneider (2015), nédo é
pouco o peso dos fluxos informacionais, em especial aqueles midiatizados, na constru¢do de valores, gostos e
da moral hegemonica em nosso tempo.

A grande euforia quanto as benesses da chamada sociedade da informagdo ganhou eco em meados da década
de 1950, época atravessada pelas significativastransformag¢6es decorrentes da Il Guerra Mundial (1939-1945),

e pela ideia de que os avancos tecnoldgicos, a partir dali conquistados, poderiam resolver boa parte dos
impasses e problemas da humanidade.

Assim, o repertorio retérico dos estudos informacionais passou a alardear a prontiddo dos novos sistemas
tecnoldgicos de informagdo em responder as demandas de modernizac@o e reconstrugcao dos Estados e das
sociedades, assim como defender a objetividade e leis universais conformadoras de padrées de regularidde e
progresso para a informacao, tal qual sugerem os modelos matematicos (teoria da informacgéo), fisicos
(entropia) ou bioldgicos (teoria epidemiologica).

Claramente, tal manifestagdo indica grande influéncia do movimento sécio-histdrico que pautou o positivismo
como principal expressédo da razao moderna e, logo, como suporte teérico e metodoldgico privilegiado para
justificar a producdo de conhecimento e, também, para apreender a informacao.

Como na definicdo das leis socials, todas as categorias desse mdelo de apreensdo informacional i
representadas, dentre outras, pela bibliometria, cienciometria, informetria e webometria i constituem-se
intimamente relacionadas aos principios positivistas e a analise pura dos objetos investigados, ou seja, a
procuradeuma precli s«o que conduz a previ s»es de comporta
para prevero (BEZERRA, SALDANHA, 2013, p. 44).
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Da cibernética de Wiener (1947), passando pela teoria da informacédo de Shannon e Weaver (1948) e pela
teoria geral dos sistemas de Bertalanffy (1951), a utilizacdo de sociogramas para o0 mapeamento dos fluxos de
informacdo, a aplicagdo de questiondrios a grandes amostras de usuarios, e a busca de invariantes cognitivos
para a construcdo de sistemas de informacé&o sdo apenas afjuns exemplos das abordagens que olham para a
realidade social a partir de perspectiva puramente estatistica e quantitativa (ARAUJO, 2003, p. 24). O efeito
dessas concepcoes é o alijamento entre informacao e sujeitos, tratados apenas como cognoscentes, potanto

isolados dos condicionamentos sociais e materiais, proprios ao existir humano (CAPURRO, 2003).

Por tudo isso, como bem ressalta Capurro (2003), é urgente combatermos a ideia de informacdo como

representacao/ duplicacdo, uma vez que sua existéncia é,antes, a relacédo dialética entre sujeitos e um vasto

complexo material e simbdlico. Isso quer dizer que a informacéo, e também sua producéo epistemolégica, nao

acontecem em uma di mens«o et ®rea, gue paira demoarati

ficcdo interessada que permite aparentar como cientifica uma forma neutralizada e eufémica (simbolicamente
muito eficaz porque irreconhec2vel) da reprodu-«o

Nesse sentido, a producdo do italiano Antonio Gramsci (1987) se torna um interessante instrumento para
pensarmos criticamente a informacao e a sua producao epistemoldgica, uma vez que sua obra nos inspira uma
concepcao de andlise da realidade baseada na totalidade e na historicidade. Negando esquema classificatorios

d o mi

c

gue reduzam o econt!mico especificamente ~ i nfopditegtr ut u

o cultural ou o ideolégico - ao espaco superestrutural - de reflexo; mas por outro lado enfatizando, sempre, a
conexdao profunda entre a histéria das ideias e o desenvolvimento das for¢as produtivas, o autor destaca como
os discursos (e aqui apontamos para o discurso cientifico) podem ser considerados como uma das dimensées
organizativas das classes e do préprio Estado (MENDONCA, 1996na medida em que ajudam a formular e a
legitimar uma gama de exigéncias, normas e ideias a serem seguidas pela sociedade em geral.

Ao atwualizar a no-«o0o de Estado a partir da categoria

apenas a partir da sociedade politica [estrito senso], mas considerando as pressfes e contrapressdes entre
sociedade politica e sociedade civil ha luta pela hegemonia na direcdo do Estado (MENDONCA 1996), Gramsci
certamente concordaria com a inclusdo do campo cientifico em uma dessas frentes de disputa entre
classes/fracdes de classe. A partir da ciéncia, a luta de classes tornase também luta de classificagdes. E, ao

I

C

passo que o0os discursos cient2ficos s«o defendidoasa pel os

0 bem comum sua for¢a de consenso ampliase de maneira brutal.

Ao estabelecer um conjunto de Averdades universais
essas estdo, na realidade, diretamente imbricadas aos interesses econbémicos, pdtico e culturais de

determinadas <c¢lasses/ fra-»es de <cl asse, a ci°nci a
conhecimento!, reproduzindo ideologias e garantindo orientacdes morais classistas para o Estado, o que muito

se afasta de uma concep@o de ética pautada pelo bem universal de fato.

Logo, € a universalizacéo de interesses particulares- e de uma moral particular - que explica a ocultacdo do
carater de classe do Estado, assim como o silenciamento das lutas de classe e classificacdo que imdam seus
inimeros campos de reproduc¢do, como o campo cientifico.

Como bem destaca Mészaros (2004), a producao cientifica ndo pode ser descolada de sua relagdo limiar com
o complexo geral do desenvolvimento capitalista. Devendo, portanto, ser examinada a luz das contradi¢cdes

1 Como também destaca Mészaros, € importante reconhecermos um certo aspecto relativamente autbnomo do desenvolvimato
cientifico, cuidando porém para néo tornar absoluta a légica da autonomia no desenvolvimento cientifico ao desconsiderar as
determinacdes soécichistéricas, como é costumeiro no processo de reprodugdo da ideologia dominante (Mészaros, 2004).
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que caracterizam as praticas produtivas capitalistas em sua totalidade. Logo, nenhuma posicao privilegiada
deve ser atribu2da a uma ci°ncia idealizada ou fAneutr ac

Como as formas e praticas existentes da ciéncia eram manifestagoes tanbém da alienagdo e da divisdo do
trabalho prevalecentes, todo o complexo tinha de ser radicalmente questionado, em todos o0s aspectos,
caso se quisesse explicar como as imensas potencialidades criativas das tendéncias em desenvolvimento
foram transformadas i’ inclusive no da ciéncia i em realidades destrutivas pelas contradigbes estruturais
do capital (MESZAROS, 2004, p. 248).

Segundo o autor, desde a formula-«o das doutrinas de
acr2ticoo tr aualquerdbleate quartocardichénsaa histérca da visdo de mundo dos dominantes.

De modo que o grande sucesso do positivismo (e do neopositivismo) desde entdo se relaciona mais a este
esmagamento radical da dimenséo historica do que a qualquer outra coisa. Assm, a autoridade da ciéncia -

para Mészaros uma caricatura da ciéncia, definida como um constructo inteiramente anistérico - foi utilizado

para disfarcar a substancia social altamente conservadora dos pontos de vista defendidos.

Outra seara de grande valia as pesquisas recentes sobre a epistemologia, colocada por Mészaros, tratase da

probl ematiza-«o0o da ideia de fAprogresso cient2ficoo, qu
do positivismo ficombatentedo da rdisonialnNegligenciands d dinAmicaa e ¢
historicamente manifesta dos processos e contradi¢cdes sociais objetivos,passess e a evocar uma fitem
abstratao, baseada na pretens«o autorreferente de um
estreitamente associada aos modos de produc¢do e acumulagéo capitalista.

Com a introducéo da ciéncia (interpretada de modo positivista) na concepgdo geral, uma nova relacdo de

identidade poderia ser estipulada. Tratava-s e da [ dent /i dade & nepresentads compr ogr e
Aprogr essoi edpeprib Mdédd Ceqpbducdo capitalista, porque imaginava-se este Ultimo ndo

somente como o equivalente produtivo ideal das determinagbes naturais originadas diretamente das
necessidades basicas, mas também como a unicati c or por a- « 0o adequada do nAdesp?r
e dos benefz2cios rfevidentes que el e proporciitsmgri a =
da sociedade que real mente correspondia ~ s nowmitigp° nci a:
(MEZAROS, 2014, p. 253).

Nos estudos informacionais hegemdonicos, sobretudo na area do conhecimento institucionalizada, designada
Ciéncia da Informacado, a ideia de progresso € apresentada como resultante da técnica aliada as novas
tecnologias, o que definiria uma ciéncia dindmica e moderna. Por sua vez, o dialogo com as ciéncias sociais
contribui para garantir as possibilidades de sua originalidade, elevando a validacio e reconhecimento da CI
entre os pares e 0 senso comum (BEZERRA, SCHNEIDER e SARO, 2015).

Porém, apesar dos discursos sobre a interdisciplinaridade e a prépria classificacdo da area enquanto ciéncia

soci al aplicada, permanece um grande d®ficit acerca dc
ideologias® contidas nosseusfiapar at os c¢classificat- -rios, cientom®trico
instrumentais inquestionaveis.

Para n-s ® clarividente quse orientadbipara a Idgiwa desenvehsnentista ee ncon't
mercadolégica, que parece responder aspressdes inscritas na ordem do Estado ampliado e da globalizagéo

2 Aqui adotamos o termo ideologia a partir da perspectiva gramsciana, referente a visdo de mundo.
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neoliberal, cerceando os objetos de pesquisa e promovendo uma espécie de unificacdo tedrica e metodoldgica
para a abordagem informacional.

A press&o por produtividade e por uma maior contribui¢do ao desenvolvimento e ao crescimento econémico
[...Jo que implica também uma malor permeabilidade as demandas (tecnologicas, inclusive mdo de obra
qualificada) do capital privado i pressbes em geral localizadas no proprio aparelho de Estado, que se
materializam muito claramente na (permanente) ameaca de desfinanciamento, expressdo eloquente, quase
obscena, da intimidade nem sempre aparente entre a dominagdo econémica e a simbdlica (BEZERRA,
SCHNEIDER e CASTRO, 2015, p. 61).

Tal andlise, sobre a producéo epistemoldgica informacional em uma sociedade de classe, fornecera algumas
pistas de como a informa-«o tecnol-gica fAidefendidao pal
instrumental torna-se um grande aliado para colocar em marcha a valorizagdo do capital em escala global,
sobretudo em tempos de fidesmoronamentoodo de fronteiras o

supostamente fAneutraodo mobilizada por um grupo de fiexpe
chama de lugares-c o mu n s, no sentido aristot®lico, ou ideias de
argumenta, mas sobre o0s quais n«o se argumentao.

A informac&o em tempos de globalizacao neoliberal

Em sua aclamada obra AEr a dos sbamtnoseanta sobre otabudeguatemeid ador
s®cul o sobre o uso do termo fidepress«oo0, -guerRmidivessal e a t
praticamente em ruinas a partir da década de 1970. Assi m, f o enf 8tico ao afirmar
apos 1973 é a de um mundo que perdeu suas referéncias e resvalou para a instabilidade e a crise. No entanto,

até a década de 1980 ndo estava claro como as fundacdes da Era de Ouro haviam desmoronado
irrecuperavel menteo (1995, p. 393) .

Entre outras esferas, a crise repercutiu na articulagdo da burguesia internacional para manter suas bases de

sustentacdo e garantir hegemonia na direcéo global. Com as justificativas pautadas no enxugamento dos

Estados, as politicas de bem estar social foram paulatinamente abandonadas para que o programa neoliberal

passasse a dar as cartas, sobretudo a partir do ciclo de privatizacbes e desregulamentacdo dos servigos
publicos. Com o coroamento das leis de mercado como sistema regulador da economia mundial, os interesses
das classes dominantes em escala transnacional- ou do bloco histérico hegemdnico - descortinaram a

precariedade dos sistemas politicos e institucionais anteriores, assim como precipitaram a gritante desigualdade
social ao redor do mundo.

Segundo Hobsbawm (19%, p.413), organiza¢des cujo campo de acao era efetivamente limitado pelas fronteiras
territoriais saiam de cena para a entrada catastréfica de organizagbes ndo limitadas, como empresas
transnacionais, o0 mercado de moeda internacional e os meios de comuni@c¢éo e informa¢do. Enquanto se
intensificava a corrida global por custos mais baixos de producdo, levando espoliagdo, sobretudo, aos
trabalhadores de paises periféricos, os Estado nacionais eram solapados pelo desmonte de atividades até entéao
exercidas por 6rgéos publicos, deixando a vida das pessoas a mercé das vontades do mercado.

Como detalha Demuner (2017, p.16)

O caminho tragado pelas elites politico-econémicas para a retomada do crescimento da taxa de lucros foi

um conjunto de medidas econémicas e padliticas conhecido como neoliberalismo. Este modelo foi, e ainda

&, o0 responsavel pela eliminagdo mundial de todas as barreiras sobre a expansdo das forcas de mercado,

0 que significou a formacdo de um novo projeto de desenvolvimento capaz de reorganizar material e
ideologicamente o espago de producdo capitalista, que iniciado minimamente no final dos anos 60 se

consolida no decorrer dos anos 80, e na década de 90 assume total lideranca nas forcas sociais globais.

[-..] No caso da América Latina, o Consenso de Washington representa bem qual é o caminho colocado

pel o capital transnacional ~ regi«o. O in?2cio deste p
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da produ-«o00o (COX, 1981, p.) em que a transemali onal |
expansao de multinacionais na cadeia produtiva internacional através do financiamento de bancos privados,

as quais fragmentam o processo de producdo e se movem para a regido do Sul Global em busca dos

recursos proporcionados pelos Estados periféricad. mercado consumidor, mao-de-obra, matéria-prima,

além de impostos inferiores.

Assim, observamos as artimanhas do capital para se expadir em seu processo de financeirizacdo que, para o
autor, atua em via de mao dupla a partir do rentismo/especulacdo do s organismos financeiros internacionais e
da precarizacéo da forca de trabalho, principalmente nos paises periféricos.

O discurso da globalizagdo enquanto fenémeno inevidvel dos elevados fluxos de capital e comunicacdo

serve para legitimar as praticas nedliberais voltadas para a abertura dos mercados nacionals e a auséncia

declarada dos Estados na administragdo de setores sociais e publicosDeste modo, entendendo a relacdo

nodal das forgas locais e globais na formagdo da realidade doméstica (Estado) e inernacional (Ordem

Mundial) no desenvolvimento desigual e combinado da globalizacdo, é possivel percebermos qual classe

mais se beneficia/prejudica com as politicas adotadas e o0s principals mecanismos nas relagbes
internacionals e nacionals adotados nesteyr ocesso. As c¢l asses A(...) possue.
naci onai s, mas formam | inks entre as fronteiras que s
A Classe Capitalista Transnacional e as Organizacdes Internacionais (OIs) principalmente as econémicas

- estiveram inter-relacionadas e ativas diretamente na construgdo deste bloco historico que se formava
(DEMUNER, 2017, p.17).

Nesse contexto, um fator decisivo para a virada no fico
trata-se do protagonismo ainda maior das chamadas novas tecnologias de informacéo e comunicacéo (TICs),

que naquele momento foram diretamente associadas ao aumento de fluxos monetarios entre as ja timidas

fronteiras estatais. Os espacos da organizacao econdémia mundial, em que acontecem as relagdes de producéo,

dei xam de responder aos Alimiteso territori aséeomodos E:
ferramentas exemplares para o encurtamento de distdncias e para a internacionalizacdo de capitais em
transag@es dindmicas e acumulacéo de grande porte, sem os pesados ativos que, outrora, se constituiam como
empecilhos a sua rentabilidade.

Fazendo alusdo a Marx, David Harvey exemplifica a questdo de como o capitalismo sentese impelido a

fani qui l-aor pooresnpea o do tempod e como, nesse movi ment o,
espaco tem sido um foco continuo de inovagao tecnolégica e informacional (HARVEY, 2004). Ou, como explica

Moraes (2002), o capital precisa de grande fluidez para se desbcar mundo afora, portanto, os sucessivos e
empolgados discursos da midia global sobre os feitos extraordinarios da era eletrbnica e das novas tecnologias

de comunica-«o0o e informa-«o0o fazem todo o sentidlwa O ag
outorga do neoliberalismo, as possibilidades de beneficiars e da Ai ncr 2vel vel oci dadeo d
informacdo e comunicacao ficam praticamente restritas as grandes empresas e corpora¢fes que controlam e

agenciam a grande maioria da populacdo e, a custa dela, multiplicam seu poder de acumulagao.

Vale ainda ressaltar que, desde o fim da década de 1970, podem ser observadas as diretrizes de organismos
multilaterais, como o Banco Mundial e o FMI, descaradamente atrelados as necessidades do capal em se

reconfigurar, pautando ndo apenas o modelo econémico a ser seguido, mas também o exemplo de linha politica
a ser adotada em escala intercontinental. A cartilha das organizacdes financeiras foi paulatinamente imposta
em todas as partes do mundo, com o mercado assumindo a funcdo de regulador das demandas coletivas e o
seu discurso, a partir da industria cultural e da informacao globalmente massificada, ganhando ares absolutos
e incontestes em detrimento dos diferentes costumes locais, dos lacos de lidariedade e da producédo do

comum.

Conforme Arantes (2006, p. 63)
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A geopolitica mundial se assenta, desde o fim da Sequnda Guerra Mundial em instituicbes globais que
definem paradigmas para a gestdo monetaria, do desenvolvimento e do comércio I o Fundo Monetério
Internacional (FMI, o Banco Mundial e o Gatt (posteriormente Organizagdo Mundial do Comércioi OMC).
Foram elas que langaram, ao mesmo tempo em que caiam as bombas nucleares, as bases do novo regime
internacional sob hegemonia norte-americana. Do nascimento, na conferéncia de Bretton Woods, as
manifestacées de Sealttlei as quais iniciaram o movimento mundial antiglobalizacdo, em 1999 i o poder
das trés instituicbes pareceu inquestionavel. Associadas a elas estdo uma dezena de outras instituicbes
internacionais e regionais, como o Banco Interamericano de Desenvolvimento, o BID, fundado em 1959.
Elas modelaram durante décadas as politicas econémicas e sociais do chamado terceiro mundo. [...] Sua
permanéncia no tempo, mesmo acabada a Guerra Fria, dewe-se a forma como souberam exercer seu
dominio i uma hegemonia na qual a coercdo se constroi pela dependéncia financeira e o consentimento
pela Aracional idadeo de um -diensficour so que se pretende t

Assi m, a ret-rica 0 rae gemdortadeecdda & imdgem delque B@nkeritezoanercado seja
capaz de prover a chamada Aorganiza-«0 societ8riao. E
produtora de uma informacdo de classe, ao construirem os aparatos de sustentacdo ideoldgca para a
reprodu-«o0 ampliada do capitalismo na esfera soci al gl

de que n«o h8§ alternativa fora dos pressupostos neoli
economi as abert aede susgdrvds pdrai apapdagd MORAES, 2002, p.8).

NAo raro, sem querermos ou pensarmos somos inundados pelo 'pensamento unico"- feliz expressdo de
lgnacio Ramonet para designar a matriz ideologica que subordina os direitos sociais dos cidaddos arazao
competitiva dos mercados financeiros' - oculta, intencionalmente, a carga atémica de desigualdades e
exclusbées. Ao mesmo tempo em que reverberam o que Pierre Bourdieu define como "a doxa invasiva e
insinuante do neoliberalismo” , os conglomerados de midia atuam como agentes econémicos globars.
Segundo o banco de investimentos Veronis Subler, as industrias de informacédo e diversdo foram o setor
de crescimento mals rapido da economia norte-americana entre 1994 e 2000 - a frente dos mercados
financeiro e de servigos. [...] A grande midia assim opera tanto por adesdo ideoldgica a globalizacdo, quanto
por deter a capacidade Unica de interconectar o planeta, através de satélites, cabos de fibra optica e redes
infoeletrénicas.

Ao longo de uma histéria regida pela luta de classes, trata-se de ndo deixarmos de observar a informacéo,
tanto inscrita em uma perspectiva tecno-cientifica quanto midiatica, permanentemente concentrada sob a
hegemonia do capital, que controla cotidianamente a sua producéo, distribuicdo e acesso.

Como ressalta Dantas (2000), a informacéo € algo essencial a producéo e realizagcdo da vida, mas comandada

pelos objetivos de acumulagdo torna-se centralizada, hierarquizada, verticalizada e mercantilizada. Ou melhor,

torna-se uma informacéo de classe, porque privadamente capturada, apropriada e utilizada. Essa observacéo

possui uma grande importancia metodolégica ética e politica, na medida em que constata a informacao como

I6cus de producéo de valor, além de deslindar a dimenséo ideoldgica dosdiscursos cientificos e midiaticos
apresentados como fiverdades factuaiso (SCHNEIDER 2015) .

Na atualidade as proprias condi¢cbes de globalizagdo do capitalismo avangcado tém gerado uma série de
esperancas quanto a democratizacdo da informacéo. Tais perspectras desenrolam-se sob um debate pautado
na hermenéutica®, nas possibilidades de uma ética intercultural da informagdo como teoria critica

3 Segundo Rafael Capurro (2003) a palavra hermenéutica, derivada do grego hermeneuein e de significado interpretar, configurase em
um método de grande valia & ciéncia da informagéo, na medida em que se baliza na busca de uma verdade histérica sempre aberta e
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emancipatoria, levando em conta as distintas identidades politicas e culturais espalhadas pelo mundo e
relegadas durante a modernidade, que neste momento poderiam superar a condicdo de isolamento e
invisibilidade. Porém, vale a ressalva de que, no modo de producéo capitalista, a celebracao das diferencas
culturais tem uma ligacdo muito maior com as préprias necessidadesdos fineg-ci os o do qu
ideia de alcance da informacéo (producao/acesso) para todos (DANTAS, 2000).

Como coloca Schneider (2015, p.119), sobre a informag¢&o submetida ao modo de produc¢éo capitalista, operada
predominantemente pelas TICs, deve-se sempre atentar para o seu carater fetichista:

O termo fetichismo, aqui, deve ser entendido em sua mais ampla acepgdo, a saber, enquanto denominagdo
do processo historico de subsuncdo da cultura ao principio de valorizacdo do valor e ao mesmo tempo de
reproducdo ideologica e fixagdo libidinal, processo triplamente funcional, que obtém amplo sucesso em
adequar as representagbes, o imagindrio e as sensibilidades sociais as necessidades de reprodugdo
ampliada do capital.

Assim frisamos a necessidade de probématizarmos o fendmeno da informagéo, principalmente enquanto
atrelada & moral do capital, de modo que o debate sobre as possibilidades de uma informacédo para
emancipac¢do ou para a cidadania ampliada- com um mundo regido pela ética, pelo bem de fato 1 passe, antes,
pela elaboragdo profundamente critica sobre as condigfes extremamente violentas da producao informacional,
enquanto processo de expropriacdo submetida ao capitalismo e a globalizacao neoliberal.

No seio de um projeto econémico organizado pelo capital financeiro, o sistema global de informa¢do com
hegemonia das tecnologias digitais, ao invés de produzir o bem, tem descambado para a terceirizac¢édo, a
espoliacdo da forca produtiva, o rentismo de organismos financeiros, a fragmentacéo e efemeridade da vida
social e a imposi¢do do neoliberalismo em todas as esferas da existéncia, contribuido, paulatinamente, para
fitratorarodo os la-o0os de solidariedade e as formas t

Logo, percebemos a imensa dificuldade quantoa organizacdo de uma resisténcia efetiva, capaz de fazer frente
ao poderio disciplinador e monopolizador do sistema financeiro global, com consequéncias violentas ndo apenas
no terreno econdmico, mas também na producéo intelectual e cultural (DEMUNER, 2017.

Isso ndo quer dizer que exista um caminho Unico e destino certo para a informacéo, pautados pelo capital. Em
todo o0 mundo, fazem-se presentes lutas histéricas que descortinam o movimento das contradi¢cdes. Em uma
concepcao dialética da realidade, olhar para o fendbmeno da globalizagao neoliberal, conduzido de cima para
baixo, é também estar atento para projetos alternativos de informacéo, organizagdo social e resisténcia,
pautados em uma ética do comum e ndo na moral das classes dominantes.

Informacé&o, ética e liberdade: ou uma concluséo de esperanca

Recuperando a obra de Marx, Alessandro Baratta (1995) considera que um momento determinante sobre sua

visdo de homem e de sociedade est4 em sua concepcao das necessidades. Como explica Baratta, ao retomar
e desenvolver a posi¢do hegeliana, Marx elabora a dimenséo histérica e social de uma teoria das necessidades
sem se descuidar da dimensé&o prépria de uma antropologia fundamental. Em Marx, estas duas dimensdes se

encontram no conceito de trabalho:

em constante transformag&o, bem mais condizente ao entendimento da vida humana do que as explica¢des causais, baseadas nos
métodos das ciéncias naturais.
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Do ponto de vista da antropologia fundamental, a necessidade ndo é considerada por Marx no sentido
negativo de rdAcar °nciao, mas no sentido positssema de r
relacdo com a natureza e com os outros homens. O trabalho, entendido como transformagdo da natureza

e como producdo, ndo é, como dizia Marx nos seus primordios, um meio para satistazer as necessidades,

mas sim a necessidade primaria do homem. Por isso, o dever ser é entendido como potencialidade inerente

ao ser. [...] N &o obstante, a dimensdo antropologica se cumpre na dimensao historica e social. De fato,

para Marx, a interacdo com a natureza ndo é obra do individuo isolado, mas sim dos homens associados

na produgdo de bens ndo existentes em forma natural. E com a interagcdo produtiva que a histoéria natural

das espécies transformase na historia da sociedade. Com a linguagem, que & condicionada pela interagdo

e que, por sua vez, a condiciona, inicia-se a historia da cultura. (BARATTA, 1995, p. 118, 119)

Apesar de uma série de acusacdes ao marxismo, principalmente quanto a um suposto determinismo sobre o
papel da economia na organizacéo das relagdes sociais, podemos dizer que a formulacdo de Marx apresentada
na citagdo acima inaugura, na filosofia, os preceitos de uma dialética ontologicamente histérica, redesenhando
uma série de discussdes quanto a relagdo dos homens com suas histérias, mas também dos homens consigo
mesmos.

Conforme Alves (2010, p. 2), a concepgao marxiana de sujeito se recusa a determin&lo apenas na/pela historia,
mas tem como fundamental o seu carater de transformador da historia, sendo a praxis a forma por exceléncia
dessa relagdo (ALVES, 2010, p. 2). Ou seja, a compreensao dialética da realidade quer dizer que as partes
estdo em permanente relacdo de interacdo entre si e com o todo, mas também que o todo ndo pode ser
congelado como abstracdo situada por cima das partes, visto que o todo cria a si mesmo nas interacdes das
partes (KOSIK, 1978, p. 34).

O que tal reflexdo nos apresenta € uma licdo emancipatdria do marxismo. Como defende Baratta (1995, p.

127) , -séderpaduzr uma operag¢do, com respeito a obra de Marx, que deixa 0 espaco necessario para

as op-»es e para a responsabilidade do sujeitaodo,asem r e
mesmo tempo, as contraposi¢@es formuladas pelo positivismo entre sujeito e objeto, ego e mundo, espirito e

matéria, razao e paixao, entendendo por paixao, 0 movimento das necessidades, das pulsdes, no qual a histéria

do homem, da sociedade e da culura, encontra sua continuidade na histéria da natureza (BARATTA, 1995, p.

120).

A partir da dialética materialista, parece-nos imprescindivel pensarmos na informacao, fundamentalmente,
como produto histérico, ou seja, localizado no tempo e no espaco, mas nascido da intervencéo do ser humano
no mundo e, por isso, em permanente movimento e disputa (MARX, 1993).

Como observa Sodré (1995, p.56),

o0 empenho é colocar o individuo livre frente as afecgbes que o tiranizam. Porém, a liberdade ndo é uma
idiotia, uma acdo de singularidade ilimitada, mas a expressdo de um singular que se admite regido por
forgas delimitantes, por marcas da comunidade, de grupo. Liberdade é assim, o empenho que se tem em
viver. A liberdade faz-se quase sempre contra a metafisica, intrgietada na consciéncia do sujeito. A critica
radical da metafisica faz aparecer, de uma maneira ou de outra, a ética. Quando Marx critica a metafisica
do valor entronizada pela economia politica burguesa, desenhase no horizonte do sujeito a revolugdo como
um imperativo ético.

A licdo esta, justamente, em uma luta pela desmistificacdo da falsa liberdade, ou ao aspecto estatico das
institui-»es que constroem um fAbem de direitod para aj
possibilidade ética em que a informacgéo esteja a servico do bem universal de fato, com abertura para a
historicidade, novas possibilidades e rupturas. Ou seja, a informacdo a servico da verdadeira liberdade e da
emancipagdo humana.
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Carla Viola:
Information ethics and information literacy: A material - historical study
between capital and class struggle in the Marxian perspective

Abstract:

The present article analyzes ethics in Karl Marx perspectives, going through information ethics and information
literacy that permeate individuation and class struggle in capitalist society. The objective is to approach critical

reflection about domi na tios dalues prdclaithedrby authon tn orddr @ previtlesthee t h

desired research, | did literature review and digital documents consultation about the themes. Through this
work, it is possible to identify that theaut hor 6s descr i pti on lonaterinlisnadought yhe
dissemination of ethics through the ascertainment that individuals generate their stories, but these are not
linked to their wills but directly linked to class formation and struggle as factors determining the circumstances
under which the reality of society is constituted. It implies the search for mastery of language codes and
information literacy to know, seize and disseminate information ethics aiming at the effective strategies
elaboration to combat the ruling class hegemony.
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Introducao

Os dilemas éticos implicitos e explicitos da atualidadepermitem que se pondere sobre acepc¢des, confluéncias
e divergéncias dos valores morais visando a investigacao das questdes que envolvem a conformacao da
informacéo e da competéncia em informacao a partir das teorias e praticas politico-econémicas.

Marx deu a dialética a configuragcao materialista necessaria para adequéala ao trabalho cientifico, possibilitando
inferéncias sobre o conceito de ética no sistema capitalista e seus regentes sociais e politicos.

Nesse sentido, para a melhor apropriacéo dos conceios, Schneider dispbe que eles

fS- podem ser adequadamente compreendidos © |l uz de su
com o universo conceitual no qual fazem sentido e com o real extra conceitual, bem como com outros

conceitos especificos,e, é claro, consigo mesmos. Em todas essas relacdes, a mediacdo de um terceiro

elemento é sempre necessdria para uma adequada compreensdo de sua natureza/identidade dinamica e

para a superacdo de eventuais antinomias internas ou externas (de um conceito consigo mesmo, entre um

conceito e outro conceito, entre um conceito € um universo conceitual ou entre conceitos e fatores extra
conceituais)o.

Seguindo esses preceitos, adotase, para fundamentar a teoria abordada, o conceito de informacao a luz da
compreensdo de Wilden (2002), Capurro e Hjorland (2007). Os estudos sobre ética, cédigos linguisticos,
formacéo e luta de classes séo realizados de acordo com Aristételes (2014), Marcondes (2015), Bernstein
(2003), Marx (2007, 2011, 2013) e Eagleton (2012). J4 as deducdes sobre competéncia em informacéo sao
embasadas pelos preceitos do Association of College and Research Libraries Board (ACRL Board) (2015) e
Elmborg (2012) e a concepcéo de individuacéo, inspirada em Simondon (2005).

Para amparo da investigac@o preendida, realizaram-se consultas bibliograficas e documentais, buscando
reflexdes sobre os principais termos e expressdes versados.

Assim, para estabelecer referenciais tedricos entre informagéo, competéncia em informacgéo, formacao e luta
de classes, fazemse inferéncias sobre ética, de acordo com Marcondes, em trés dimensdes. Em primeiro lugar
encontra-se o sentido basico, ou seja, a ética como o conjunto de costumes, habitos e préaticas de um povo.
Em segundo lugar, a ética se apresenta como sistema em serido normativo, isto €, como conjunto de preceitos
que estabelece valores e deveres. Por fim, em terceiro lugar, a ética tem um sentido reflexivo ou filoséfico que
diz respeito as teorias e concepgdes.?

Dito isso, primeiramente, tecem-se os sintomas éticos para se fazer alusdes aos fenbmenos e virtudes morais,
englobando o conhecimento adquirido pelas praxis. Em um segundo momento, evidenciamse as confluéncias
entre as dialéticas da informacéo e da ética do capital. No ultimo tdpico, busca-se tematizar referéncias sobre
competéncia em informacéo, cédigos linguisticos, formacédo e luta de classes, salientando questdes tedricas e
praticas da ética exercida em seus contextos. Finalizase com o corolario das vertentes que abrangem a ética
em informagao nas realidades costumeiras da economia politica.

1 Schneider, Marco: A Dialética do Gosto: Informagao, Musica e Politica. 212
2 Marcondes, Danilo: Textos basicos de ética: de Platdo a Foucault. 10
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Sintomas que evidenciam a Etica

As doutrinas éticas fundamentais nascem e se desenvolvem em diferentes épocas e sociedades como respostas
aos problemas basicos apresentados pelas relacdes entre os homens, e, em paiitular, pelo seu comportamento
moral efetivo.?®

Informagbes, principios, conceitos, valores e normas estdo representados na realidade social de uma época.
Assim, as bases morais sao apreendidas e reconhecidas com apoio do momento histéricesocial que se desja
pesquisar. Contudo, os fundamentos da ética sao nativos dos preceitos de sustentacdo das boas praticas.

Segundo o0os ensinamentos de Arist-teles, itoda arte, t
previamente deliberado parecem objetivar algum bem. Por isso se tem dito, com razéo, ser o bem a finalidade

de todas ‘4Manifestagéesaserisacdes, percepcdes e inspiragdes que contemplem o bem em sua
esséncia terminam por englobar sintomas éticos inerentes ao ser humano.

Como bem explica A i st -t el es, fipar ece, portanto, como tem sido
fundamento das acdes e que cabe a deliberacdo ocuparse das acdes a serem realizadas pelo préprio agente,
estando ciente de que todas as nossas acfes visam afinsquesdod i st i ntos del as mesmasao.

Para se identificar as praticas morais desejaveis, observase, na linha do pensador, a doutrina do meio-termo
por ser um critério de andlise das diversas manifestacdes sintométicas do individuo na praxis das inferéncias
éticas.

Ari st -teles estabelece que a mediania de uma coisa ® fAu
® um e 0 mesmo para todoso, contudo para a mediani a
excessivamente grande, nem excessivamente pequeno,oq®e n«o ® um e 0 m&smo para tc

Ademai s, essa mediania eleita pelo singular fAevita o e
medi anoo, permitindo que tal atitude qualifigue o indi
propési t o certo e da maneira certao correspondendo A" jus

Contudo, observa-se que nem sempre 0 que parece moralmente correto em uma situagao, serd moralmente
adequado em outra situacdo. Importa avaliar, no mom ento em que se vai implementar essa ou aquela atitude,
quais sdo os elementos que comp8em o evento em si e qual singularidade ou particularidade, ou até mesmo
universalidade estd em questao.

Segundo Arist-teles, fia vi rt udie, sendoroadu noona defvado,can u@®a o pr o
l igeira var i a- &kincahtessasehquepazptatica leva @ perfeicdo, estando o individuo suscetivel
a constancia do exercicio moral, para se alcancar a exceléncia ética.

3 Sanchez Vazquez, Adolfo: Etica. 269
4 Aristételes. Etica a Nicémaco. 45

5 Aristdteles. Etica a Nicomaco. 117

® Aristoteles. Etica a Nicomaco. 91

7 Aristételes. Etica a Nicomaco. 92

8 Aristoteles. Etica a Nicémaco. 81
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Assim, encaminhar o comportamento na direcéo da ética e exercé-lo com habitualidade resulta em frequentes
acBes morais envolvidas por adequadas informacdes utilizadas em contextos corretos, proporcionando a busca
do bem como finalidade primordial. Esse bem se alicerca na felicidade alcan@da de forma justa e moderada,
referendada pelo cuidado de si e dos outros.

Nessa conjuntura, acbes virtuosas provém da exceléncia de carater, possibilitando o implemento de acdes
positivas e, consequentemente, informagdes proficuas. De acordo com SancheA 8 z quez fia virtude
disposigdo estavel ou uniforme de comportarrs e mor al ment e de maneira po&itiva;

Esse comportamento exige moderacdo, ou seja, temperanca para que se possa avaliar as atinéncias morais da
informacdo e da acdo. Quer em situacdes estaveis ou instaveis, € necessario avaliar com ponderacédo o
implemento das atitudes requeridas em razéo dos elementos informacionais apresentados.

Qutrossim, Arist-teles aduz que fo i ndsaydeddasdamangdiar ado
devida e oportunament e, qu'As@uestdesdevedast ®dorunansioem dversasa z « 0 0 .
situagfes coroadas pela generosidade que requer se doar ao proximo, sem esperar a contraparte. Ao
desenvolver o tema, Aristételes argumenta que:

A O gener osse malseportdar aog individuos certos do que por obter riqueza das fontes certas e
ndo obter das erradas. Com efeito, a virtude consiste mais em beneficiar do que ser beneficiado e mais em
realizar atos nobres do que ndo realizar atos vis, mas € evidente que beneficiar e agir nobremente se
rel acionam com dar, ao passo que ser benefici#ddo e n«

Outros sintomas, que merecem destaque no percurso da primazia da conduta ética, Ao a prudéncia e o
discernimento, que exigem referenciais equénimes e analogos para a justa decisdo. Ambos sao faculdades do
individuo, as quais tornam possiveis o exercicio de agdes morais pertinentes.

Ainda para Aristételes, o discernimento se ocupa dagtelas coisas que se pode questionar e deliberar, sendo

seus objetos fios mesmos da prud°ncia, 0o que n«o quer d
pois enquanto esta Ultima emite comandos (ja que seu fim é instruir sobre o que se deve fazer ou nao fazer),
o discernimento e |imita a julgaro.

A partir dessas reflexdes éticas, saise da ciéncia da politica dos meandros da busca do bem comum de
Aristételes, para concentra-la no lugar concreto da luta pelo poder, operando o deslocamento da economia
politica para a luta de classes e os dédalos do capital elucidados por Marx.

Informacéo e a Etica do Capital

O conceito de informacao, como preceituado por Wilden, se alarga para além de sua significagao fundamental
e cotidiana de dar estrutura ou forma, englobando dois sentidos. O primeiro se limita ao a&mbito técnico que

9 Sanchez Vazquez, Adolfo. Etica. 214
10 Aristoteles, Etica a Nicdmaco. 141
1 Aristételes, Etica a Nicbmaco. 146
12 Aristételes, Etica a Nicdmaco.237
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considera a informa-«o0o como uma quantidade (mensur 8vel
antes de ser quantitativao

Revelando questfes que fariam parte das caracterisicas qualitativas da informacéo, Wilden entende informacgéo
como a organizacao de uma variedade real que se apresenta nas

AEstruturas, formas model os, figuras e configura-»es
fcones, no comércio e na mercaabria, em continuidade e descontinuidade; em sinals, signos, significantes

e simbolos;, em gestos, posigcbes e conteudos, em frequéncias, entonagbes, ritmos e inflexbes, em
presencas e auséncias; em palavras, em accoes e em siléncios, em visées e em silogism &' .

Partindo dessa premissa, concebese capital como um conceito de conteldo e significacdo abrangentes,
inferindo a analise da ética em informacao a partir de suas divisées, determinacdes e utilidades. Capital € um
termo cunhado na visdo marxiana ndo sO por seu sentido valorativo, como também na variedade de
informacdes que dele deriva.

No texto ACapital fixo e desenvolvi meMaoxddestoevasopioc
como fimei o de produ-«00 (ou eonsdme nd pndiiopmcess@de prodacha | h o 0)
isto ®, ele ® o0 0agent-prinaanpoduto.Naqusdorezerma a suaexisiéntia®@naterl,
como material de trabalho, o capital se divide em propor¢Bes quantitativas diferentes entre si, perfaz endo-se

em tr°s el ementos: imateri al de trabal hoo, imei os de t
di ferenciado, s«o0o fundamentais para o0 pr-prio fAprocess:{
Di ferentemente,| aontfeddgpictoanhp ocsipmod mlaed femafd ®r o d-setcomo,a apr e s

diferenca qualitativa do capital enquanto determinante de seu movimento como um todo.

J8 a fAatividade do trabal hadoro ® determinada aenasegul ac
medeia o trabalho das maquinas, supervisionando-as e mantendo-as livre de falhas. A tendéncia do capital € o
ffaumento da for-a produtiva do trabal hoo e a Am8xi ma ne
de trabalho em maquinaria. Assim, o valor objetivado das méaquinas, que forma o produto, se contrapfe ao

trabalho vivo, ou seja, a forga produtiva formada pela acumulacdo de saber e da habilidade, que € absorvida

pelo capital.

O capital confere a si mes mo rao d @y Ina dcda emruadila- o i nft ez e
a forma mais adequada do fAvalor de usoo, do fcapital fi
um ramo de produ-«o0o pelo Atrabalho coexistenteod, que,
mediad or entre os diferentes trabal hadores, aparece agor a

E nesse entrecho que o capital compartilha fendmenos éticos diferentes, dependendo das informacdes
emanadas da sua esséncia funcional ou delegada. Ademais, o capil s6 emprega a maquina porque ela capacita
o trabalhador a trabalhar uma parte maior do seu tempo para o capital, se apresentando apenas quando a
forca de trabalho é abundante.

13 wilden, Anthony. Informag&o. 11
14 wilden, Anthony: Informag&o. 11
15 Marx, Karl: Grundrisse 578-596
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Para Marx fica evidente que o0 f@dAmei o @rge etpropribtaib,lea@d t or r

imaquinari ao, c 0 mo -diap@iado a tepehdenteo Assim, a trdca de @rabalho vivo por
trabalho objetivado se apresenta como razao pela qual o trabalho social € colocado na forma de oposicao entre
ocapitaleotrabal ho assal ari ado, sendo o %YW timo desenvol vi me

baseada no valoro.

Importa destacar que cada interrupgdo do processo de producao influi diretamente como reducéo do préprio
capital, fazendo com furood saejarrdprddapi da na medi da e
de produ-«o0o. Se n«o for wutilizado, ele perde seu fival or

Como bem alerta Mar x, o fApr-prio capi tcadréduz®o tampdideont r ad
trabalho a um minimo, ao mesmo tempo que, por outro lado, pde o tempo de trabalho como Unica medida e

fonte da riqueza. A perspectiva do capital ® criar At
ciéncia, para depois converté-lo em trabalho excedente que é apropriado por ele, objetivando seu proprio
desenvolvimento.

Assim sendo, Marx apresenta uma solu¢do para tal contradi¢cdo, sugerindo que a prépria massa de
trabalhadores se aproprie do seu trabalho excedente, convertendo-o em tempo disponivel, permitindo, assim,
gue o tempo necessario de trabalho seja medido pelas necessidades do individuo social. Tal situagédo permitira
0 rapido crescimento do desenvolvimento da forca produtiva social, pois embora a producéo tenha sido
calculada com base na riqueza de todos, o tempo disponivel de todos também aumentara®

E nessa perspectiva, em que o tempo passa a trabalhar a favor do fluxo de informagédo e do conhecimento
adquirido pelo trabalhador, se distanciando da ética dominada pelo capital, que se instiga a analise da
competéncia em informacéo das classes em conflito.

Competéncia em Informacao e a Luta de Classes

O ACRL Board, em suas orientacdes didaticas destinadas aos colaboradores, descreve competéncia em

i nf or ma- «o jonouohaklidades iotegradas que englobam a descoberta reflexiva da informacao, a
compreensdo de como a informacdo é produzida, valorizando o uso da informagéo na criagdo de novos
conhecimentos e a participa-«o0 ®tY¥ca nas comuni dades de

Quando os individuos idealizam a informacdo que deve ser valorada, transmitida e reproduzida, ela reflete
principios, conhecimento e o intelecto desse individuo. Tais elementos sdo componentes de sua competéncia
em informacao, usada para avaliar o cédigo adequado para que sua mensagem seja reconhecida na sua classe
e valorada em uma classe diferente, servindo inclusive como instrumento de luta por direitos reconhecidos.

Nesse contexto, Bernstein mostra que os codigos séo induzidos pela relacéo social, expresando e regulando
suas caracteristicas e que a habilidade de alternar entre cddigos restritos e elaborados termina por controlar a
capacidade de mudar os papeis na relacdo social. Notadamente, nem todos os aspectos da estrutura social séo
traduzidos em elementos do cddigo linguistico, mas se considera que os principais sdo assim traduzidos?®

16 Marx, Karl: Grundrisse 590-591
17 ACRL Board. 3, traduc&o nossa
18 Bernstein, Basil: Class, codes and control. 106101
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Deste modo, visando complementar tal concepcéo e, ainda, compreender as manipulacdes que ocorrem nas
luta de classes, concebese, assim como Elmborg, que o individuo cmmpetente em informacéao:

AConsegue determinar a extens«o das [ nforma-»es neces
eficaz e eficiente, avaliar criticamente as informagées e suas fontes, incorporar informagbes selecionadas

em sua base de conhecimento, usar a informacdo de forma eficaz para realizar um proposito especifico,
compreender as questbes econémicas, legais e socials que envolvem o uso da informagdo, e acessar e
utilizar as informa-»ed eticamente e | egal menteo.

Ao dominar as vertentes dos cadigos e desenvolver tais competéncias, o individuo passa a ter capacidade de
compreender as divergéncias existentes entre as classes sociais e maior capacidade de analisar e intervir nos
contextos social, politico e econémico.

Contudo, Bernstein coloca que tanto a formacdo de uma determinada classe social, como a interiorizagédo do
individuo na pratica do c4digo adotado por esta classe, esta diretamente ligada & orientacéo do sistema familiar,
0 modo de controle social e o resultado das relac¢des linguisicas. Isso faz com que o cddigo herdado, seja ele,
restrito ou elaborado, simbolize a identidade social do individuo, além de retratar as caracteristicas inerentes a
forma da classe.?®

Ademais, quando se analisa o individuo competente em informacéo e no usode cddigo linguistico, é necessério
perceber a importancia da individuacdo do sujeito, da sua representacdo no meio e das repercussodes da
informacéo em contextos éticos e néo éticos.

Nessa conjectura, Simondon reconhece que o individuo existe enquanto umaa pr eens«o de HAuma r
relativa, uma certa fase do ser que supde antes dela uma realidade pré-i ndi vi dual 0. Esta real]
em suas pPproposi-»es, n«o existe sozinha, mesmo ap-s a i

de uma s6 vez os potenciais da realidade préindividual, aquilo que ela faz aparecer ndo é somente o individuo,

mas o acoplamento individuome i ¥ 0 .

O meio e as circunstancias estdo impregnados de informac¢des criadas e emanadas pelos individuos, que
configuram o social e regressam ao ser singular, influenciando seu comportamento ético na sociedade. Dessa
forma, infere-se que a consciéncia que determinard se uma a¢do ou uma informacédo é ética ou nédo, é a

consciéncia do ser préaticomaterial que recebe, compreende e dissemina 0 contexto vivenciado para outros

dentro da estrutura social. Estabelece-se, entéo, a l6gica do pensamento que se torna a reproducao tedrica da

dialética originaria inerente a cada ser.

Capurro e Hjgrland norteiam tais reflexdes quando preceituamgque i nf or ma-«o ® fiuma categ
que diz respeito ao fendbmeno de mensagens humanas, cujas estruturas verticais e horizontais estéo
relacionadas ao conceito grego de mensagem (angelia),

Dito isso, com o objetivo de evidenciar vertentes que envolvem competéncia em informacéo, ética, codigos e,
informacéo, direciona-=s e t ai s perspectivas para identificar, em cCe
Brum8rio de Lu2s Bonapart e dpremissaspsgneque clauter fcaiqualquertmencados de

19 Elmborg, James. 87, tradugdo nossa

20 Bernstein, Basil: Class, codes and control. 106107

21 Simondon, Gilbert: A individuagdo a luz das nog¢des de forma e de informacéo. 2
22 Capurro, Rafael; Hjerland, Birger: O conceito de informag&o. 161
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a esses termos. Marx faz ilagBes sobre individuo, luta de classes e partidos politicos, perpassando a situacéo
politica da época. O autor infere percepgfes sobre a analogia existente entre a vida privada, naq u a | fise
costuma diferenciar entre 0o que uma pessoa pensa e diz
histéricas, nas quais se identifica que quanto mais os partidos politicos exacerbam fraseologias e ilusdes
nutridas sobre seu verdadeiro organismo e seus reais interesses, eles terminam por estar em oposicao a

realidade de suas concepgbes®

Eagleton faz saber gque Marx festava ciente de que as
surgem da pratica rotineira, ndo do discurso de filosof os ou de sociedades debatedo
ainda, que figuem quiser saber aquilo em que homens e m
fazem, n«o né& que dizemo.

Assim, a dialética da ciéncia moral concernente a politica referenda tanbém a economia no sistema capitalista,
determinando sua funcao de

AProte-«o do modo de produ-«o0o e das estruturas de cl
producéo gera determinadas ideias e sentimentos sobre o bem e 0 mal, que s&o necessarios paa manter

esse modo de produgdo. Tudo o que constitua forma de o manter é moralmente bom; tudo o que possa

pb-lo em perigo ou contraria-lo € moralmente mau. Ora, como na sociedade burguesa ha luta de classes,

hd necessariamente uma moralidade de classe - conservadora ou revolucionaria. Existe assim um
relativismo da moral: a moralidade burguesa € uma coisa e a moralidade proletéria é outra, porque para

esta é justo tudo aquilo que conduzir a derrota da burguesia e a vitéria do proletariado - mesmo que para

tanto seja preciso mentir, trair, matar o% roubar, at

Percebese, nesse entrecho, que, para reconhecer as peculiaridades éticas nas contendas existentes na
economia capitalista, onde persistem os papeis de dominador e dominado, explorador e explorado, faz-se
necessario conhecer a ideologia politiceecondmica que norteia a classe hegemonica, para reunir as
informacdes indispensaveis a articulagcao de estratégias dentro do sistema.

Assim, Marx faz ponderacdes no sentido quea mesma verdade néo serve a dois senhores, quando estes estao
em estruturas diferentes.

ANo el emento governament al do poder Il egislativo, a i
forma terrena em um certo nimero de personalidades limitadas, palpaveis, responsaveis; no elemento
estamental, a sociedade civil tomou forma celeste em um certo nimero de homens politicos. Os dois lados
perderam sua intangibilidade. O poder soberano perdeu o seu inacessivel, exclusivo, Uno empirico; a
sociedade civil perdeu seu inacessivel, vago, Todo empirico; um a sua rigidez, a outra sua fluidez. No
elemento estamental, de um lado, e no elemento governamental do poder legislativo, de outro, que
pretendiam juntos mediar sociedade civil e principe, a oposi¢cdo parece, portanto, ter se tornado

pri meiramente uma oposi-«0 belicosa, nms tamb®m uma

23 Marx, Karl: 0 18 de Brumario de Luis Bonaparte. 60-61

24 Eagleton, Terry: Marx estava certo. 49

% Amaral, Diogo Freitas do: Histdria das Ideias Politicas. 164
% Marx, Karl: Critica da Filosofia do Direito de Hegel. 108

Carla Viola:
Information ethics and information literacy: A material -historical study between capital and class struggle in the

Marxian persp ective 58



IRIE

Conclusao

Inicialmente, teceu-se consideracdes sobre a ética de Aristételes, por entender que, mesmo de forma
secundaria, esses pressupostos servirm para a fundamentacéo da critica a economia politica elaborada por
Marx. Percebese que o autor considerava que a ética, como qualquer outro componente da superestrutura,

estava condicionada pelo modo de pr odu- « ociadjeerdétamana t
a vida, mas a vida que* determina a consci®°nciao.
Em conson®©ncia com tal quest«o, Eagleton salienta

capitalista 0 a ideia de que s6 poderei servir a vocé se isso for lucrativo para mim & era uma forma detestavel
de v# dao

Em comunh&o com os fundamentos da ciéncia moral, Marx aduz que a ética se evidenciava de maneira mais
Obvia na convivéncia entre individuos a partir da observacdo de suas atitudes cotidianas e nédo devido a
discursos superficiais e eventuais, da mesma forma que o partido politico se concebe ético a partir de sua
realidade fatica e ndo em razdo de intencdes forjadas pelos dominantes.

Nesse sentido, presumese que Marx tentava demonstrar que faltava, a classe dominada, competéncia em
informacéo para mais entendimento sobre o codigo linguistico elaborado e utilizado pela classe dominante, a
partir de sua ética de poder e acumulacéo de capital.

Assim, o estudo da ética, em conexao com as informacgfes que envolvem um Esta precursor das perspectivas
econdmicas e politicomorais almejadas pela sociedade na perspectiva marxiana, representa um desafio para
os estudiosos da area. O movimento que se institui sobre a ética em informagédo deve ser acompanhado pela
competéncia em informacgéo, agregada ao conhecimento mais apurado possivel das situa¢gdes concretas, nas
quais se dao as praticas informacionais bem como os limites, potencialidades, agentes e interesses envolvidos.

Nesse contexto, Schneider faz relevantes consideracoes.

fi Aambém sabemos que o conhecimento € uma produc¢édo social, um patrimdnio da humanidade - pois para
0 seu desenvolvimento n«o foram e s«0 necess§8ri

e,

que

[0S

d e

—

S (

mul tid»es an!®nimas que per mit irabalhar. Deveppertanto, dergimatodos,e s s e s

constituindo-s e em instrumento de | iberta®«o0 e mel hori a

A ética, quando referenda a politica, se disp6e como normativa para a sociedade e, ao se harmonizar com a
economia, representa a fundamentagédo dos costumes que resultam em acdes da classe dominada tentando
conciliar seus interesses singulares e particulares com as universalidades das informac¢des emanadas pela classe
dominante. E importante notar que a ética pode ser evidenciada pela natureza do ser, pelo exercicio do habito

e pelo conhecimento das praticas morais costumeiras.

Tal quest«o justifica a compreens«o de Arist-teles
sendo di sso % BmHarmomia pomitak assertiva, conclui-se que Marx inferiu consideraces sobre
ética, capital e luta de classes buscando a articulagao dos saberes individuais com a ciéncia moral em sentido

27 Marx, Karl: A ideologia Alema. 94

28 Eagleton, Terry: Marx estava certo. 95

29 Schneider, Maco. A Dialética do Gosto. 214-215
30 Aristoteles: Etica Nicomaco. 48
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universal. Atenta-se para suas singularidades, nas diversas praticas informacionais que se sobressam nas luta
de classes em cada contexto particular, propiciando a adaptagéo do objeto, o aproveitamento do uso pratico e
a eficacia do resultado evidenciado em um sistema capitalista.
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Introduction

Columbus, close the portals of your seas!
(Castro Alves)

In the 13™ century, Tomas Aquinas defined truth as adequatio rei et intelectus, translated approximately as
the correspondence between things and understanding, curiously similar to the positivistic notion of scientific
knowledge.

The problem with the definition is not that it is wrong, but that it is not true enough, if we only keep in mind
the linguistic turn in 20th century philosophy over the performative, expressive, constitutive relations between
language and any conceivable understanding o reality. We know now that language is not only referential, nor
a transparent instrument of communication; it structures our sense of reality, even our unconscious, if we agree
with the French psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan. Besides, reality, whatever it is is only thinkable and
understandable through language.

Nevertheless, the recognition of the fact that language mediates any conceivable relation between things and
understanding does not solve the problem of truth. So, as our aim is not to solve it, but to criticize the social
phenomenon of post-truth, we will explore the hypothesis that the Thomist definition of truth, articulated with

Benjambnédsept of hallegbrpafy ,t lCea nuulsddgue, Hel |l er s noQastrons of
Avesd power ful denouncing of the nautical slave market,
Posttruth, as we shall demonstrate, is a sociotechnical actualization of traditional fascist information practices
that takes place in cultural industry and the internet.
Approximately seven centuries after Thomas Aquinas, Walter Benjamin states, in his 1940 essay On the Concept
of History:.

AThe tradition of the oppressed teaches us that the

must arrive at a concept of history that corresponds to this. Then it will become clear that the task before

us /s the introduction of a real state of emergency, and our position in the struggle against Fascism will
thereby improve. Not the least reason that the latter has a chance is that its opponents, in the name of
progress, greet it as a historical norm. i The astonishment that the things we are experiencing in the 20"

century are o0still o6 possible i s by no means phil osoph

be the know/edge that the conceptionr of history on wt
By Afédemergency situationé in whi ch we l i veo, Benj ami
ffastoni shmentodo came from a wr ong p stery, sharad byssocialldemoaatsy e v ol

liberals and vulgar communists of his time (different from the philosophical astonishment that reveals new ways
to understand old things). For this perspective, such a monstrosity like Fascism could not happen in the 20"
century, an age of Science, progress and reason. On the other hand, those seriously schooled in Marxist theory,
as was the case with Benjamin, were not ingenuously astonished. From a Marxian perspective, Fascism was a
somehow predictable extreme reaction of the ruling classes i allied with large sectors of the petite bourgeoisie,

1 Benjamin, Walter: On the Concept of History. Available at: https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive /benjamin/1940/history.htm .
Access on October 2017. All the quotations of this text in this paper come from this source. As there is no page numbers, and being easy
to find the quoted texts by the Ctrl+F reseasrch tool, we will not repeat this reference.
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the lumpen proletariat and the most alienated sectors of the working class i against the growing of the

organized working class movements amidst the imperialist crisis of the first half of the 20 " century. From this
perspective, spanning the beginning of the 1920s until the end of the 1940s, Fascism grew as the
institutionalized actualization of the plague of irrationality in intercourse with extreme oppression and brutality,
anemergency situationdo about which Athe tradition of th

A decade and a half after Benjamin, the Algerian writer Albert Camus (who was the winner of the 1957 Nobel

literature prize and member of the French resistance in the Second War) defended his romance, La Peste
(1947), against the accusation of Roland Barthes, in a
| 6 hi $tCarhus anewered that La Pestewas not only about the recent historical phe nomenon of Fascism,

but about the permanent historical risk of its rebirth; that it should lead us to be aware. In this sense, La Peste

reminds us that Fascism was not destroyed forever. As the bacillus of the Great Plague, it can be reborn, since

its inner entropic potency has not ultimately been destroyed, if ever it could be, despite its apparent and

provisory defeat in 1945.

In 1970, Agnes Heller associated faith with prejudice and alienation. For Heller, faith is the affection of
prejudice,anexpresson of al i enation, which Ais always alienation
in the face of the concrete possibilities of the generi

In a vigorous and, as far as we know, original criticism of the cap italist system as a whole, she defines it as the
most intense form of alienation in history, presenting the following arguments:

AThere i s alienation when t-gerercalevélapmentrandahle possiilitibseot we e n
development of human individuals, between human-generic production and the conscious participation

of the individual in this production. This abyss did not have the same depth in all ages or in all social

strata, thus, for example, it closed almost completely in the epoch of the flourishing of the attic polis and

of the Italian Renaissance; but in modern capitalism, it has gone deeper. (Heller, 2004, pp. 38 -9 ) 0O

One of the most infamous expressions of this deepening of alienation, before Auschwitz, was the capitalist
slave nautical traffic. In 1869 , Castro Alves, a young Brazilian poet and abolitionist, published The Slave Ship
three years after the first successful intercontinental transmission by submarine telegraph cables from Europe
to the USA: AG/lory to God in the highest: onEar t h, peace and good will towards

Meanwhil e, we <can readd in Castro Alvesbd poem

ALord God of the wunfortunate!
Tell me Lord God!

If it is madness or truth

So much horror under the skies?6

We can incorporate here the horror under the seas: telegraph cables and all kinds of communication and
informational advances achieved on the backs of the nautical traffic of black men. Even when cables and slaves
were not transported by the same ships, they were by the same capitals or, at least, by kindred ones. T hese
nightmare trade journeys also allowed the establishment of new forms and technological structures of

2 See https://etlettera.wordpress.com/2015/01/15/1s -es-l-lettre-dalbert-camus-a-roland-barthes-sur-la-peste-janvier-1955.
3 Disponivel em: http://www.dacostaex.net/livios/NAVIO%20NEGREIRO.pdf

Marco Schneider; Ricardo M. Pimenta:
Wal ter Benjaminds Concept of Hi-tauthory and the plague of posté6d



IRIE

exploitation. Decades later, new cables spread all over the world, replacing the telegraph and establishing more
perennially the informational and com municational infrastructure of what we now know as cyberspace.

Together with the emancipatory, democratic and deliberative possibilities present in the territory of cyberspace
and the I nternet, we must not i gnor ehcérthimy influencdsthe docat
physical space, remains anchored by a system that is not virtual, but in fact very real. As discussed by Pimenta
(2016), submarine cables and large servers continue to evidence an old form of socioeconomic domination and
control. From the monopoly of the technology necessary for the production and circulation of material goods,
to the monopoly of technology necessary for the production and circulation of information on a global scale,
these things play a strong economic and ideological role in the global political economy of info -communications.

Information Ethics and post-truth

The following section addresses the phenomenon of post-truth from the above perspective. Our Marxian
approach to Information Ethics connects it to | nformation Epistemology and to the political dimensions of
Information.

First, we engage Epistemology in its broadest sense as that which aims to distinguish objective, realistic, rational
knowledge from subjective, fictional, irrational opinions and belie fs. We note that, while subjective, fictional,

irrational opinions and beliefs are also objective phenomena and contain their own inner rationality, their own

particular truth, it is important to differentiate their narratives from scientific ones. The for mer are particulars.
The later aim to be universal.

Second, we posit that truth (however defined), opinion and beliefs T whose constitutive intersubjective body is
Information, the material of any performative language (i.e., potential or actual communica tion), in all kinds
off records i are always, somehow, expressions of social power relations.

Our intent is not to claim that truth and science always side with each other and that opinion and belief are
necessarily falsehoods. Epistemologypositions trut h in rationality, while information ethics and politics position
truth in practical judgements about the relationship between moral values and consequences of information
processes. The two are not always homologous.

The goal of this article is to establish a basis for distinguishing good knowledge from bad knowledge, good
science from bad science and good opinion from bad opinion, where good is defined ethically, politically and
epistemologically.

We can find good and bad knowledge in both science and opinion. Following Plato (see Menon, 1950), the
difference between Episteme and doxa is not the distinction between truth and lie, but rather between a kind
of knowledge that reflects self -critically with an aim towards establishing its own logical basis and another that
does not. Science is founded on a rigorous commitment to the production of true knowledge through rational
self-criticism and sound argumentation. There is, indeed, a scientific doxa as Bourdieu demonstrated, and
critical thoughts in popular culture, as Gramsci demonstrated, but the first is not good science, while the later
is good opinion.

Epistemology deals with true and false knowledge; Politics deals with freedom and oppression; Information
Epistemology and Information Politics are Inform ation Ethics issues.

The most radical ideas of Enlightenment are Reason and Freedom. The concept of Reason, different from
instrumental reason and from mere understanding, is necessarily universal, but not necessarily contradictory
to particular forms of i nstrumental reason or understanding. Nevertheless, the historical efforts to reconcile the
two have traditionally favoured totalitarian particulars masked as universals (false universals) or totalitarian
assumed particulars against the concrete universal in its rational historical development, to put it in Hegelian
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terms. Christianism, Islamism, colonialism and historical communism, we say, are examples of the former;
Fascism of the later. On the contrary, the idea of Communism, as the effectiveness of its concept, points
towards a dynamic, never ended conciliation, among individuals, particulars and universals; to a rational
common freedom. It does not mean homogeneity, but equality, an open state of no mutual oppression of the
diversity, nor of oppression of false universals against particulars, nor of individuals or particulars against
individuals or other particulars. It does not necessarily lead to universal love or fraternity, but to universal
respect and dignity as inflexible categorical imperatives.

We must add that, as much as the definition of truth is not an easy one, so too is the definition of freedom not

easily ascribed. We do not intend to solve either, but rather to present potentials for both in the dichotomy of

lie and oppression, the unethical political and epistemological essences of Fascism. Fascisni more than any

other known socio-system i admittedly construes falsehoods as truths, political and economic oppression as

the right of the strongest, and the wealthier as the pure and superior race, all at the expense of the weak, the

inval i d, and the Ainferioro, and it does so apart fror
excellent example of what truth and freedom are not.

Goebbelkmowreldt aRepeatialebfieneinough and it b exposesehe corelofghet r ut h ¢
information ethical, epistemological and political problem of Fascism. A lie that becomes truth in public opinion

is an ideology. Ideology, in the pejorative sense of the word, is a false conscious ness that rationalizes and

legitimates human exploitation through generalizations, ignorance and lies. At its worst, it legitimizes genocide,

the best-known example of this being Nazi Germany.

Despite the realization of Gaashitgue thét thenkewsiwere thencaubkeaot i Ger
communism and capitalism at the same time, or not, despite the existence of influent Jewish capitalists and
communists. It was not true that there was a lowiugh onan
besides being an ethical abomination, cannot realistically be taken seriously as a logical methodology, since, if
successful, it would not have even superficially stopped capitalist exploitation nor the growth of communism.

In fact, dinaltiomal cewtri buted to the transformation of
western imperialism, to the emergence of the cold war, to nuclear proliferation, and to right wing Zionist

justification of the oppression over the Palestinians. It was not at all true that the Nazis fought against capitalist
exploitation, but to better position the German ruling class among the imperialist spoils of global economic,

political and cultural control. Nevertheless, repeated lies and misinformation become so prevalent among the

population, as ideology, as belief, as prejudice, as faith, that they become a material force in place of grounded
theory; here noti ng WMaoductorsof Big Grtietmiecn to fo nHea gheel/ 6 82008, p./ /| 0s o p
151). Marx knew that the weapon of criticism required comprehension and adoption by the masses or it remains

ineffective.

Following Burawoy (2010, p. 77), the problem with the notion of ideology as false consciousness, for Bourdieu,

does not I i e ianl stehoe, abdujte citn vtehefifi dea of consciousness.
operates unconsciously as beliefs that favour the reproduction of the same economic and symbolic domination

that produces these beliefs.

For the Hungarian philosopher Agnes Heller, one can only understand prejudice via the nuances of everyday
experience: momentary character of effects, ephemeral nature of motivations, rigidity of the way of life, thought
fixed in empirical, ultra-generalizing experience. We come to ultra-generalizations by stereotypes. Ultra-
generalizations can arise from both tradition and attitudes that oppose it.

Marco Schneider; Ricardo M. Pimenta:
Wal ter Benjaminds Concept of Hi-tauthory and the plague of post66



IRIE

Another source of prejudice is conformism: "Every man needs [...] a certain amount of conformity. But this
conformity becomes conformism when [...] the motives of conformity of daily life penetrate into the non -daily
spheres of activity, especially in moral and political decisions [...]". (2004, p. 46) *

Turning to the question of the genesis of prejudice in provisional judgment, Heller argues: "Provisiona |
judgments refuted by science and by a carefully analysed experience, but which remain unshaken against all
arguments of reason, are the prejudices. [ €] Hence,
eliminate prejudice in the light of reason. Two different affections can connect us with an opinion, vision or
conviction: faith and trust. Faith is the affection of prejudice. "(2004. p. 47)

At this point, Heller develops an important distinction between faith and trust, and prejudice is the
differentiating element. She develops the analysis at three levels, the anthropological, the epistemological and
the ethical, where the anthropological serves as the basic function of the others.

At the anthropological level, faith refers to individual particul arity, and trust, to conscious individuality; in the
epistemological, faith is knowledge that resists knowledge and experience, while trust is based on knowledge
opened to change; on the ethical level, finally, the mark of faith is emotional intolerance; that of trust, the
potential openness to tolerance.

Prejudice constitutes a system indispensable to social cohesion the more threatened it becomes:

AThe system of prejudices [ s not essential to any
cohesion.

Most, but not all, prejudices are the products of the dominant classes [...] The foundation of this situation
Is evident: the ruling classes want to maintain the cohesion of a social structure that benefits them and
mobilize in their favour even the men who represent diverse interests (and even, in some cases, the
dominated and antagonistic classes). With the help of prejudices, they appeal to individual particularity,
which i because of their conservatism, their complacency and their conformism, or also because of their
immediate interests i is easy to mobilize against the interests of their own integration and against
oriented praxis in the human-generic sense. [...] The cohesion of bourgeois society was, from the first
moment, more unstable than that of classical antiquity or Feudalism. Therefore, the so-called group
prejudices (natfonal, racial, ethnic prejudices) only appear in the historical plane, in its proper sense,
with bourgeois society.

The contempt for the ‘other’, the dislike of the differ ent, is as old as humanity itself. Nevertheless, before
bourgeois society, the mobilization of entire societies against other socileties, through systems of
prejudice, has never been a typical phenomenon. (Heller, 2004, pp. 54-5 ) 0

On the other hand, the di alectical element present in Heller's thought keeps her analysis from stagnation, since,
although she acknowl edges t he i mpossibility of a ¢
organization of prejudices i nsibe: systemd remains, in

om
her

Alf...] prejudices could cease to exist I f the pecul

the human-generic, the affection of faith, satisfying this particularity, disappears, and, on the other hand,
all social integration, every group and every community that feel threatened in their cohesion.

We believe that such a disappearance is by no means utopian, since it appears with the idea of a society
in which every man can become an individual, can configure the conduct of life by himse If, and in which

4 Quoted from the Brazilian edition. Translated to English by the authors.
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particularity ceases to function, independently of the human -generic. In such a society, the false
provisional judgments would not be suppressed, but adherence fo them, dictated by faith, would be

abolished, that is, their crystallization in prejudice would disappear. [...] But as the possibility of elevating

oneself to the condition of the real individual is given only to each singular being (which in no way means

that every single being becomes individual), it becomes evident that prejudi ces can not be totally
eliminated from social development. But it is possible, in return, to eliminate the organization of systemic

prejudices, their rigidity and i most importantly i the discrimination effected by prejudices. (Heller, 2004,

pp. 58-9 ) 0O

The term post-truth was the Oxford Dictionary Word of the Year for 2016. Being thus timely, we propose a

definition of post-truth as the Oxford Dictionary definesit: Postt r ut &ani adjiecti ve defined a
denoting circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to
emotion and p& Posttruthaalso Hasa vergifpbrtant sociotechnical particularity, that being its
far-reaching ability to influence action as broadcast and through m ass niches and expedited in articulated
performances of cultural industry, algorithms and robots.

While Cul tural l ndustry can propagate equal fappeal s
algorithms and robots are able to reproduce the same ap peals with precision, also in large scale, but for specific

groups of customers. These devices identify and reinforce beliefs, opinions and tastes through ubiquitous digital
surveillance processes, from Googl e s ewiththdrgoa of gakimp z on s
adhesion and increasing circularity among the internet

While the Thomist notion of truth defines it as the correspondence of things and understanding: Veritas

est adaequatio rei et intellectus, post-truth is the correspondence of beliefs, prejudices, faith and
understanding. In both cases, what mediates things, beliefs, prejudices, faith and understanding, is

I nformati on, t he activation of |l anguageds pot enrcy t 0
oppression.

We do not advocate that the old Thomist notion of truth solves this fundamental philosophical question, only
that we should consider it, since doing so can help contribute to a clarification of the contemporary information
ethical problem of post-truth, as outlined below.

Thus, we propose to conceive truth once again as the correspondence of things to understanding, keeping in

mi nd Hegel s (2010) distinction between understanding (
reason (deeper, dynamic and universal knowledge), and between existence (sometimes contingent) and reality

| effectiveness (always necessary), in their historical developments. As such, truth becomes the fruit of a

dynamic dialectical relation between reality and rational knowledge.

We also propose to articulate this notion of truth via the Marxian conception of historical dialectics between
social being and social consciousness. For Marx, since the division of human societies into owners and not
owners of the means of production (land, tools, machinery, technological infrastructures etc.), class struggle,
or the struggle for or against freedom, became the leitmotiv of historical reality.

This reasoning | eads us to Benjami nlétisnarg determi@ignm basedonhi st o |
empty concepts of time. Rather, it is an explanatory non -fictional narrative; its focus are the events that disclose

5 See https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/word -of-the-year/word-of-the-year-2016
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class struggle as the essential reality of social existence, with new and rich concepts of time, particularly in
terms of fAmessianico time of which we wil!l return to st

In a digital age, data deluge traverses time. It is compressed between nuances of the present (as increasingly

smaller, more fleeting) and future (as increasingly more urgent, more sudden) . Time ceases to obtain any

possibility of witnessed reflexivity, its passing oppressed by industrious trappings. It is against such a backdrop

that the information of post -truth is produced. Post-t r ut h 6i nf or mati ond becomegs capi
controlled by those who hold and regulate it.

In this new information game, the manipulation of time also becomes a means of exploitation and the agent
of propaganda and misinformation through the control of production and knowledge.

Columbus, close the portals of your seas!

Turner. The Slave Ship”

SFrom Trhaensil atordos Noteid of the English version :offiJBeetnztazme inté swalsn tTrhaen
6 heanken ow, 6 i n stngudteitrfron its potar opposite, the empty and homogenous time of positivism. Stillstellung was

renderedhasr6zerather than the misleading 6standstill 6; the ngerb o6st
isBenjami n6s own unique invention, which connotes an objective itnterrupt

the end of an action-adventure movie, when the audience is waiting to find out if the time -bomb/missile/terrorist device was defused or
not). A See https:// www. marxi sts.org/reference/archive/benjamin/ 1940/

" Turner. The Slave Ship. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Slave_Ship
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In 1869, the young Brazilian poet and abolitionist Castro Alves (1847-1871) published O Navio Negreiro(The
Sl ave Ship). The |l ast sentence of the poem reads, ACol

The contradictions and vices of the hopes of the colonial vision and the calamities that took place during the

last three centuries in the name of universal freedom, justice, and reason are well documented. The slave

market, consisting largely of black men,waspr obably the most abject example of
poem powerfully paints the apex of this market and its nautical slave traffic, now a metonymy of the worst of

19th century disputations, much in the same way that Auschwitz is a 20th centu ry metonymy for the same.

Reproduced below are a few select verses from Castro A
unique beauty and expressive power. Our intention is to both introduce the text to the readers of this paper

and to highlight its allegorical connection to Benjamin, Camus and Heller. The events depicted in the poem

were contemporary to a major information sociotechnical achievement, the submarine intercontinental

telegraphic web i achieved on the backs of the above outlined nautical traffic.

In a paroxysm of alienation and brutality at the early stages of capitalism, both slaves and cables crossed the

seas, carried by ships with similar purposes: to serve the owners of capital. Modern slavery served mainly North

and South Americads pl antations, America being central for prof
time, commodities that included silver, gold, cotton, tobacco, sugar, coffee, and rubber. As such, submarine
communications cables were strategic for European and North American general trade, and like the cables first

laid in the 1850s, information itself has likewise become capital for a modern digital era. Thus, the submarine

telegraph cable together with the slave ship acts as an allegory for understanding how t odays informational

capital, in the form of data, has become one of the more penetrating methods of exploitation by modern
corporations.

The Slave Shi begins with a scene of a swiftly sailing ship moving beneath the majesty of sky and ocean. The
poetexpr esses his will to be an albatross, an fAeagle of tt
the scene closes in, the horror of the slave nautical traffic emerges:

Anféj] what s it | see there.
What picture of bitterness it's funeral song!

What tetric figures!

What an infamous vile scene! My God! My God". What horror:

v

/'t was a dantesque dreamé the deck
Great lights redenning its brilliance,

Bathing it in blood.

Clang of i ronsé snap of whipé

Legions of men black as the night

Horrible danci n g é

Black women, holding to their breasts

Scrawny infants whose black mouths

Are watered by the blood of their mothers.

8 Disponivel em: http://www.dacostaex.net/livios/NAVIO%20NEGREIRO.pdf
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Others, young, but nude and frightened,

In the whirlwind of specters drawn

From anxiety and vane resentment!

And the orchestra laughs,i r oni ¢, stri denté
And from the fantastic circle a serpent
Spirals madl yé

If the old man cringes, sljps to the groused,

You bear shouts... the whip cracks.

And they High more and more...

Prisoned in the bars of a single jail

The famished multitude shudders,

And weeps and dances!

One is delirious from rables, another is going road,
Another, bruttish from martyrdom

Sings, groans, and laughs!

Meantime the captain commands the maneuver
And after gazing at the sky which unfolds

So pure over the seas,

Cries out of the gloom of dense obscurity,
"Shake out the whip, mariners!

Make them dance, more!”

And the orchestra laughs ironic, strident

And from the fantastic circle a serpent

Spirals madly

Like a dantesque dream the shadows fly!
Shouts, ahs, curses, embodied prajers!

And Satan laughs!

The chorus follows:

ALord God of the wunfortunate!
Tell me Lord God!

/f it s madness or truth

So much horror under the skies?!

Oh seas why do you not erase

With the sponge of the waves,

Your mantle, this blot?

Stars! Nights! Tempests!

Roll down from the immensity!

Sweep the seas, typhoon! o

The end of the slave trade in Brazil occurred beginning in 1850, with the promulgation of the Eusébio de Queirés
Law. England pressed for its end, although it had profited from it between the se venteenth and nineteenth
centuries. More than mere profits, slave nautical traff
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million Africans have been transported from Africa to America by vessels leaving Liverpool. This contingent
consisk s of more than 10% of the total °number of slaves so

This profit greatly contributed to the Industrial Revolution, which favoured the creation of the transcontinental
submarine telegraph, the Internet's great -grandfather. The slave ship ironically sailed the seas while
communication was simultaneously established in real time via the first form of transcontinental telegraphy:

AThe invention of telegraphy by Samuwiengcablesiagass then 18 4.
Atlantic to utilize the new technology. North American Charles Field and Britain Charles Bright and
brothers John and Jacob Brett founded a company to launch the first intercontinental telegraph
submarine cable.

The following year, two ships, one British and one American, carried 2,500 nautical miles (4,630 km) of
cable, departing from Ireland. The cable was broken as soon as they had been launched about 750 km.
New attempt was made in 1858 and new breakup occurred when only 250 km had been launched.

Yet in 1858 there was a third attempt. This was successful; the ships left the middle of the Atlantic and
reached ports on opposite sides without any occurrence of disruption. The message "Glory to God in the
highest, on Earth, peace and good will towards men" was sent.

This success, however, was shortlived, because a few weeks after this pioneering success, the cable
aue to problems of the voltages used failed. Only eight years later, reliable operations were assured in
this communication between North America and Europ e o

A few years following the advent of telegraphy, Castro Alves published 7he S/ave Ship Its final verses read:

A Gr eeldipendant of my land,

That the breeze of Brazil caresses and unfurls
Standard that in the light of the sun encloses

Promises ofdivine hope. . .

You, who in the liberty after war,

Were hoisted by heroes on the lance,

Rather that you had been torn in battle

Than serve a people as a shroud! . . .

Atrocious fatality that overwhelms the mind

Extinguish this hour loathsome brig

The furrow that Columbus opened in the waves,

Like an iris in the depth of the seas!

But this is too much infamy!... From the ethereal region
Rise, heroes of the New World!

Andrada®! Rip that pendant from the air!

Col/ umbus! Close the portals of your seas! o

9 Originally published in Portuguese. English translation by the authors. See: Hashizume, Mauricio. Arquivo mostra como escraviddo
enrigueceu os ingleses

10 See: https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabo_submarino.

11 José Bonifacio de Andrada e Silva (Santos, June 13, 1763 Niterdi, April 6, 1838) was a Brazilian naturalist, statesman, and poet. He is
known by the epithet "Patriarch of Independence" for being a decisive person for the Independence of Brazil. See:
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Bonif%C3%Alcio_de_Andrada_e_Silva.
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Benjami n6s notion of #Amessianic power o also demands, in a
The reRirsaén, hdér oes of thaudheliredtes to thermmanity bf&Castro Alves' time, still rings

true in Benjamin6s anreschaiolngical verdict tovemd tha gge of aadamity. While such a

verdict transcends all ages, for Benjamin, it is communism that fulfils the prophetic age, thus correlating the
communi st project to what he cal |l sdideais theological utapia,fota c e 0 .
re-reading of Jewish messianism in its most inspiring materialistic terms, as a necessary expression of human

potential to overcome oppression once and for all. It is an expression of human creative and combative need

for freedom, solidarity and sensuality.

InBenjami nés words

AThe past carries a secret index with it, by which it is referred to its resurrection. Are we not touched by
the same breath of air which was among that which came before? Is there not an echo of those who
have been silenced in the voices to which we lend our ears today? Have not the women, who we court,
sisters who they do not recognize anymore? If so, then there is a secret protocol [ Verabredung: also
appointment] between the generations of the p ast and that of our own. For we have been expected
upon this earth. For it has been given us to know, just like every generation before us, a weak messianic
power, on which the past has a claim. This claim is not to be settled lightly. The historical mater ialist
knows why. o

The historical materialist attests as follows:

AThe c¢lass struggl e, which al ways remains [ n view [
rough and material things, without which there is nothing fine and spiritual. Nevert heless these latter

are present in the class struggle as something other than mere booty, which falls to the victor. They are

present as confidence, as courage, as humour, as cunning, as steadfastness in this struggle, and they

reach far back into the mists of time. They will, ever and anon, call every victory, which has ever been

won by the rulers into question. Just as flowers turn their heads towards the sun, so too does that which

has been turn, by virtue of a secret kind of heliotropism, towards the sun which is dawning in the sky of
history. To this most inconspicuous of all transfor:r

Thus, the horizon of the communist revolutionas it he sun which is dawning in th
B e nj a nmemdesponse to a state of emergency whose task was to introduce a struggle against Fascism,
as noted above.

Communism, from a messianic stance, promises an end to reification, the end of the naturalization of the most
violent social process, the transformation of subjects into objects, of humans into things. In other words, it is
an end to the matrix of the violence of capitalism, from which all other forms of violence emerge.

Such a concept, even before Marx and Lukacs, find its roots, among other places, in Kant (2002). Kant stated
that we must categorically forbid the reduction of subj
freedom, i.e., for achieving the good will to act according to reason.

Hegel was the first to disclose the necessary socio-historical aspects of this problem and its possible solution,
asserting that this good will, or, in his terms, the free will that wants the free will, can be effective only through
stated laws and institutions that allows and pushes its flourish ment.
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Marx always insisted on the necessity of the practical actualization of these philosophical achievements,
emphasizing often the central role of the popularization of the combative and emancipatory theory, the
popularization of the best information. *?

The necessary criticism against the contradictions between the west's gr@nd narrativesdoi like enlightenment
in general or even Marxism i and the historical traumatic events that vindicated them as theoretical sources,

shoul dnét | ead us st fair andotraenird veesternmuhivzeitsal hoges for freedom, justice, and

reason. Nevertheless, the greatest part of the contemporary /ntelligentsia does not seem committed such a
perspective. On this point, we are shamelessly weak, theoretically and practically, in comparison with the great
critical thinkers and strategists of modernity, from Machiavelli to Lenin and Gramsci.

Assuch, we must remember again that Marx6 11th Thesis o
but a necessary unfolding of some of its best ethical achievements.*® For Marx, after Kant and Hegel, there was

nothing more to say about Ethics, in explicit and abstract universal ethical terms. Perhaps for him, it was enough

to demonstrate that humans are potentially rational, i .e., can think and behave not only as egoist beasts, but

also as socichistorical reasonable beasts. This means,we could and should guide our praxis, or at least the

praxis of the majority towards less irresponsible, reckless and injudicious forms of social organization, where

the majority would no | onger be reduced to objects of a
On the contrary, each of wus must Dbecome t hdloudgsbmenti t i on
(Marx; Engels, 2000).

Final Remarks

All cultural and historical worldviews, established within limited horizons, enact a drama of good and evil, of

truth and lies, and of freedom and oppression, acting out the dialectical complexities of their times. The Marxian

historical approach allows us to see, or at least to glimpse the whole with a larger perspective. Contemporary

culture is unable to overcome capitalist entropic developments without first moving beyond post -modern

rel ativism andgrandssarratieegpat iTohne onfeciessary cr igtriamids maaovert /t
should not lend towards their complete rejection. On the contrary, perhaps we need, more than ever, new
emancipatory and convincing igr ands n ¥e shauld erwvieghghem with all kinds of particular cultural

mediations and singular experiences, but we must articulate these singular experiences and particular

mediations in new emancipatory i carefully and effectively developed i universal programs.

Wedve defined i nf orsectiviateddanguage, astthe actualization of the petenay of language,
in oral discourses, written texts, movies, digital memes, and so on. Reality is a presupposition of the referential
function of language and information, being grounded neither on preju dices nor beliefs, but rather rationally
and empirically. Language is both a consequence of and a vehicle for our feelings and thoughts, enabling
relation to the world; through information, it is also performative. Language is a human soc/a/creation. Where
the social world is tensioned by class struggle, language and information allow for both an expression of this
struggle and for weapons amidst it.

12 From the Information Ethics field, we can relate this idea at least to five Information Science current issues: information | iteracy,
scientific communication, digital divide, knowledge organization, information regimes .

13 See Schneider, 2015, p. 216.
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The philosophy of subject, f r om D eogito oorKang eeflaced the traditional metaphysical ontological
question about what is real with an epistemological problem about what can be known and became hegemonic
in academic philosophy according to llyenkov (1977). We propose here a return to the former question about

what reality is, without a pretension to s olve it, and to the metaphysical notion of truth as adequatio. Not all
narratives are equally true; some are extremely and deliberately false. Information modes 1 production,
records, circulation, access, retrieval, organization, use etc. i are powerful social forces. Its devices and even
its popular uses are controlled. Ignorance of these facts allows for a complacency that in turn permits a rebirth

of fascism in old broadcast and new digital media post-truth forms.

This rebirth of fascism poses new challenges from an information ethics perspective. The bacillus of the fascist
pl ague is growing, even in the méddhroughnligital pmeaos, falsthogds r ner s
are forged into belief systems, gradually increasing the entropic capitalist reification processes. From the

uni ver sal growing of the unequal di stribution of wealt
sofctoufp doifm aBr azi | are apdishiegrthe haedrwbrssocial rights built up over the last sever al
decades, and in doing so, they are reinforcing racism

Contemporary culture is defined by hedonistic nihilism, masked by ubiquitous sub-cultural dramas and Facebook
driven narcissism. The potential and possibly imminent destruction of the future is commodified as

sensationalism and spectacle via Youtube and dystopic Hollywood movies about war, environmental
devastation, zombie apocalypse and plague. The lack of a rational and forward thinking hope-based realism
negates the possibility of any genuine strategy towards a common and positive future for human beings and

the planet. A new focus on praxis is required. A post-truth culture based on the repetition of lies T bad
information, dangerous beliefs and a system wide ignorance of even the most fundamental and well established
referencesi had gone too far.

The nautical slave traffic and Auschwitz were poisonous interlopers that deprived the vision of the
Enlightenment, taking away from the republican humanist imper atives of /iberté, egalité, and fraternité the
necessary radical transformations of the bourgeois ownership regime, indispensable to ensuring universal good.
Such chaotic developments make the dialectical contradictions between the singular (individual), the particular
(social classes and other social groups, as religion or Nation) and the universal (humanity) interests increasingly
entropic. Only the idea of communism, as the effectiveness of its concept, points to the overcoming of this
contradiction.

An application of information ethics to contemporary
messianic force against axiological neutrality and the
fiCol umbus, cl ose stehaes !poo,r taasl sa orfe pyroiumand agai nst not t he

specifically imperialism, fascism, neoliberalism, and posttruth.

“See NGerman polic&Nagtiandgilve as theos salute at O6rock against foreigner
http://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2017/07/20/germ  -j20.html.
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sets of Golem allegories that may refer to questions relating either to language and knowledge, work and

technique, or life and existence. The Golem allegories will be read through three major narratives th at are also

clearly or potentially allegorical: Walter B e n j a raliegoy sf the chess player at the very beginning of his

theses On the Concept of History, Wi | | i am Shake3hp campestéad| damepl €amer ond
The Terminator. Each one of these narratives is going to be considered as a key allegory for a determinate
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its logical outcome.
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The Golem and the Chess Player: Language, Knowledge and Thought

Mother was an incubator/Father was the contents
Of a test tube in the ice box/In the factory of birth
My name is 905/And I've just become alive
I'm the newest populator/Of the planet we call Earth
In suspended animation/My childhood passed me by
If | sp eak without emotion/Then you know the reason why
Knowledge of the universe/Was fed into my mind
As my adolescent body/Left its puberty behind
And everything | know is what | need to know
And everything | do's been done before
Every sentence in my head/Someone else has said
At each end of my life is an open door
Automatically defrosted/When manhood came on time
| became a man/l left the "ice school” behind
Now I'm to begin/The life that I'm assigned
A life that's been used before/A thousand times
/ have a fe eling deep inside/That somethin'is missing
It's a feeling in my soul/And | can't help wishing
That one aay I'll discover/That we're living a lie
And 1'll tell the whole world/The reasons why
But until then all | know is what | need to know
And everything | do's been done before
Every idea in my head/Someone else has said
At each end of my life is an open door
The Who, 905
(From the album Who Are You 1978)

Between Myth and Allegory

The first part of this paper will be focused on the relationship between bi o- and cyber-semiotics through an
analysis of the resonances between the | egend of the G
both narratives will be considered from an epistemic perspective, related to their biblically affiliated theory of

language, in order to think the Golem as an automaton suposedly bound to fulfill its pre-programmed tasks as

any actual software does. Between the puppet and the dwarf, the Golem shows itself off as an automatic chess

player, a sort of cabalistical tool in which language is supposed to carry on encoded knowledge as a
transmissible and reproductible matrix of thought. Thus, the first set of problems to be dealt with regards the

Golem legend as an allegorical narrative about the magical powers of language: the cabbalistic legend of the

Golem, a magically man-made clay giant, raises crucial questions regarding some well established conceptions

of language and its relations to history, politics and media issues.

As an allegory of the powers of language, the Golemé s f i rst movement is deeply ro
thought and knowledge that could have been left to themselves, in the abstract sphere os pure reason, if it

wasndét for the fact that reproducti bl e knmgwmiwighdtslealli s al v
kinds of technical possibilities yielding economic and political impact over any given social organization. In its
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faustian resonance, so wel/l c a pausiat fe Maharal deRmaghié, ®e Goemmer 6 s |
legendcanbe t hought of as an allegory of |l anguageds possib
reproductive processes.

To talk about the remarkable affinities between certain aspects of some cabbalistic theories about the powers

of language and our contemporary softwares is a metaphorical argument already turned into a major cultural

cliché. From Gershom Schol embés enthusiastic assessments on
artificd)atoinbhai mai n char aael B Peodulumaoecaulbcs Ba@ad sng hi s pe
comput er T Adandard feadmgof the Kabbalah as a traditional kind of magical predecessor of the

abstract logical thought that has enabled our modern societies to build computers and weave t hem in a giant

Worl d Wide Web, became -avimdeht appommoapkdciseAft hough t
but metaphorical value, its inherent cliché deals precisely with a set of questions related to the power of

language considered as suchand to the fact that this power will be considered real or metaphorical according

to the very concept of language at stake in the way this argument is usually stated. So how can we assess the

heuristic potential of the Golem legend without falling into the same cluster of supposed selfevident truths

about its real meaning?

Our main hypothesis in this paper is that the mythical reading of the Golem legend, although largely dominant
and, up to a certain point, epistemologically hecessary in order to give t his legend its long-time needed status
as a scientific object of research, must be complemented by an allegorical reading capable of highlighting the
differences and contradictions between the Golem legend and other myths and stories to which it is general ly
related. Thus, to speak of the Golem as a modern myth whose narrative structure is deeply connected to other
modern myths such as the stories of Faust or Frankenstein, is only partially true.

Why is that so? Because, as authors such as Brigitte Munief and Marco Schneidef had already pointed out,
the legend of the Golem is not about the inherent dangers of scientifical knowledge and technology for human
culture and society, bearing rather an opposite, optimistical meaning. Even the very founder of the possibility
of a strucutural analysis of the Golem legend as a myth, the above mentioned late great André Neher, stressed
out many times the differences between the two respective Weltanschaaungs presiding the twin stories of
Faust (which would be the christian version of the myth) and the Golem (which would actually be its jewish
version). Although the structural analysis of the legend of the Golem as a myth can be considered as a valid
one, the story of the Golem, as seen from an allegorical perspective, should be also related to a set of stories
t hat donot possess the same dignified mythical aura wi
usually regarded in the so-called western modern culture.

The first and foremost example of this allegorical stance about the Golem comes from the same author that
wrote the most important version of the legend of Faust: in his 1797 poem Der Zauberlehrling, J. W. Goethe
gave us, in between the two parts of his long life masterpiece Faust a somewhat innocent fairy-tale poem

about a humoresque sorcererds apprentice misdeed: whi l
order to be spared of his hard-and-boring homecare dayly duties, he puts a spell on a simple broom that
becomes animated andisorder ed t o f i I | a great number of buckets of

! NEHER, André:Faust et le Maharal de Prague, le mythe et le réel, Paris, P.U.F., 1987.

2SCHOLEM, Ger shom: A0 Gol em de RxGalgna Bepjanmn, Belet eomyrosgustos: Bdabad, £bt 6 1 n
Perspectiva, Sao Paulo, p. 8996, 1994.

8 ECO, Umberto: Le Penadule de Foucault Ed. Grasset, Paris, 1990.
4 MUNIER, Brigitte: Robots i Le Mythe du Golem et la Peur des MachinesEditions de la Différence, Paris, 2011.

SSCHNEI DER, Mar co: iGramsci, Golem, Google: A Marxist Dinfarmnatign wi t h Ra
Cultures in the Digital Age i A Festsdrift in Honor of Rafael Capurro, Kelly, Mathew (et al.) (Eds.), 2016. pp. 373 -383.
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repetitive work of filling the buckets is not followed by a proper instruction about the right time to stop it, and
the sorcererds apprentice apelhiadt igetwerdermdwnddrby hkei d acs
of his boss, the great magician...

Two main resonances with the legend of the Golem are present in this case: the will to manipulate innanimate
manufactured artificial objects through their programmed motion (as rendered in the famous Disney
homonymous motion picture production) and the problem immediately raised by such manipulation, which is

precisely how to stop an automatic motion once it has been set up effectively. The resonance is so striking he re

that the difficulty faced by the sorecererds apprenti ce
by its animated brooms, is exactly the same problem faced by the maker of the Golem (the rabbi Maharal of

Prague, according to the most famous ver si on of the Golembés | egend): roi
Maharal 6s wife gives it the hard task ofbechusdnobnetldbucke
him to stop, he kept on bringing water and pouring it into the barrels, ev en though they were already full »...°

« Because no one told him to stop » : the « magic » knowledge that makes possible the animation of anything
leads to the problem of a « magic » language that could be able to control the automation of any machine.

As Norbert Wi ener rightly stated after his commentary

«La magi e de | 6automatisation, et tout particuli ~reme
déapprendr e, ifnclin "ra vrai seénBilvaubbueanm jeti seloreceriaines a m° m
r gles et que vous programmez | a machine dans [ e but
rien dbéautr e, et | a machine ne pr°tera attention =~ a

victoire selon les régles. (WIENER, 1964)».

Thereds no doubt that Wi enerod6s | ast book can be consid
the Golemds myth as a mor al warning against the indisc!|
But our focus here lies rather on the possibility of an allegorical reading of this legend that is capable of revealing

two main features that relate the story of the Golem to some crucial issues put forward by contemporary

science and technology without any kind of necessary moral judgement: the question of the required

knowledge, be it mythical or scientifical, needed to produce animated bodies (a question largely explored, in

its imaginary effects, by the mot i calatepquestion of thérequiiech d u st r
language, be it mystical or technical, needed to control automated machines (a question largely developed, in

its symbolic effects, by cybernetics and informatics).

The knowledge of the animated body and the language of the automated machine: in the shift from the
concept of body to the concept of machine relies the hidden thought enshrined in the Golem allegories. What
about its relationship to the above mentioned mythical readings of the Golem ?

As a hyperdetermined artificial form of thought, the allegory is traditionally opposed to the symbolic powers of
mythical thought since, at least, the sturm und drang romantic litterary school of Goethe, Schiller and Herder.
Ever since, myths are ascribed with a highly symbolic cultural power inasmuch as they are capable of a
metamorfical ability to disguise themselves in many-a-different stories and tales that require a deep strucutral
analysis in order to be identified as pertaining to the same cluster of mythical thought. Alle gories, on the other

5 ROSENBERG, YudIThe Golem and the Wondrous Deed's of the Maharal of Prague Yale University Press, New Haven, 2007.

" WIENER, Norbert: God & Golem Inc. I Sur quelques points de collision entre cybernétique et religion, £di ti ons de LOE£cl at,
p. 81.
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hand, are usually considered as encoded charades ascribed with a persuasive, rethorical power that needs only

to be rightly interpreted in order to be fully understood. According to this reading, myths are symbolically
uncounscious and powerfully alive, while allegories are just the dead remains or vestiges of older, forgotten

myths, able only to produce a minor, conscious pre-programmed effect on its audience®. As for the legend of

the Golem, itbds fair e nnythicahresdonancesthatygoes baek s far as tha Bikde Pesamms o | d
and the Talmud (not to mention the 3rd century A.D. cabalistic Sefer Yetzirahi the Book of Creation), but also

that, in its well -known recent version, that relates it to the historical Rabbi Loé w (the famous Maharal of
Prague), is in fact an allegorical story.

Bet ween myth and allegory, the Golem |l egend can theref
fear of machines and of technology?®, but it can also be interpreted as an allegor y of the problematic status of

Man, always in between its animal organic body limitations and its prosthetic technical machine -like infinite

promises and possibilities. In this sense, the Golem, as a set of allegories, can be considered as an allegory of

the Allegory as a categorical genre of metaphor, always in between the living body of mythical symbolic

thoughts and the (algorithmical) dead mach ine of encoded looped meanings.

It was Walter Benjamin, in his seminal work Ursprung des Deutschen Trauerspied®, that first unveiled the

heuristic and critical potentialities of the allegory as a creative form of thought. Through his study of the german

so-called « tragic dramas » of the seventeenth century, he was able to turn upside down the traditional

romantic relationship between allegory and symbol that used to undervalue the first category in order to better
enhance the qualities of the second. I n Benjaminds pe
precisely because they are embedded with a frozen, dead meaning that cristallizes itself in the form of visual

and verbal emblems and insignia that remain as such throughout the passing of time. Even when they are (or

become) intentionally enigmatic, their meaning can always carry a sort of anti -mythical quality that may allow

a critical thought to get rid of its imaginary unposited pressupositions and assumptions 2.

Benjamin not only studied the baroque allegory in the seveteenth century german literature, but also made it

its own form of thought an d expression. His entire work is filled with exquisite allegories that require from his
readers the most subtle exegetical abilities. Al t hough
the Golem, as his life long friend Gershom Scholem did, it is possible to find a remarkable resonance between

some key elements of the Golem legend and one of his most important allegories: the allegory of the chess

player that opens up his last text, generally known as On the Concept of History*?.

Between the Puppet and the Dwarf

As far as we know, only the brazilian researcher Isabella Santucci has already pinpointed the striking similarities
bet ween the |l egend of the Golem and WalButmordeBteedognizei n6s a

8 See HANSEN, Jodo AdolfoAlegoriai Construgdo e Interpretagdo da Metéfora, Atual Editora, S&o Paulo, 1986, pp. 5-11.

9 See FAUCHEUX, Michelorbert Wiener, le Golem et la Cybernétique i Elements de Fantastique Technologique Editions du Sandre,
Paris, 2016.

10 BENJAMIN, Walter: Origines du Drame Baroque Allemand Ed. Flammarion, Paris, 1985.
11 See EAGLETON, TerryWalter Benjamin or Towards a Revolutionary Critiaism, Verso Editions, New York, 1981.
12 BENJAMIN, Wallter: On the Concept of History, Classic Books, New York, 2009.

BSANTUCCI, I sabella C. Stangherlin: A0 Golem na Era da reprodutibili
r e pr es e n fmudria deditefatara, ISSNe: 21757917, vol. 17, n.1, p. 172 -192, 2012.
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these similarities, a new reading of the Benjamin version of this story (which was already told, among others,
by Edgar Allen Poé*#), must be made:

At is well-known that an automaton once existed, which was so constructed that it could counter any move

of a chess-player with a counter-move, and thereby assure itself of victory in the match. A puppet in Turkish

attire, water -pipe in mouth, sat before the chessboard, which rested on a broad table. Through a system

of mirrors, the illusion was created that this table wa s transparent from all sides. In truth, a hunchbacked

awarf who was a master chess-player sat inside, controlling the hands of the puppet with strings. One can
envision a corresponding object to this apm@mareatiwmad iism
s always supposed to win. It can do this with no further ado against any opponent, so long as it employs

the services of theology, which as everyone knows is small and ugly and must be kept out of sight o
(BENJAMIN, 1940).

In this key twentieth century text about the philosophy of historical materialism, the very first question that is

posited is the problem of the automaton: its structure is here envisaged asacoupling i it hr ough a syst
mi rrooafsdoa puppet, dAin tunrckhibalk ketdt idwad ,f dmwh-pd alger a. mast {
sight, the interpretation here required to decipher this allegory is crystal clear and given to us by Benjamin

himself: the puppet stands for the science of historical materialism, whilst the dwarf r epr esent s fit he
which as everyone knows is small and wugly and must be |
as an ani mated automaton made by a |l egendary (although
no real difficulty in allegorically establishing point-to-point correspondences from one story to the other: the

Golem would stand for the puppet as well as the rabbi would stand for the dwarf, all the more so because
Benjamin explicitly idemtcihbiaeketdhae wiagmalwli tdand hegll wy@ yh u

Although reasonably acceptable (and apparently condoned by Benjamin), this interpretation may lead to a

completely wrong understanding not only of the relationship between these two narratives, but, most important

ofal | , about the deep political and epistemol ogi cal me a
Standard readings of this allegory given by some i mport
exegetical book about On the Concept of History, entirely dedicated to a word by word comment of this most

important text 1 are adamant in stating that Benjamin, in his sharp critique of the political errors caused by

historicism and positivism among the left-wing thinkers of his time (social democrats and stalinists alike), is

actually stating that historical materialism needs to pull out from theology 1 the small and ugly unacknowledged
hunchbacked dwarf that Aintsitaue revolationkrg (méssiamic) resoarées ia ordphtd o

win out its political battles (the chess game) over its opponents. The reactionary implications of this kind of

reading are strikingly evident: epistemologically speaking, historical materialism cannot be a real science
inasmuch as it dependsentirelyon i ts hidden theological despised found:z¢
be an allegory of the overwhelming symbolic powers of mythical thought over rational, scientific ways of

knowledge, and his political-messianic stances could be easily brought kack into the realm of religion

understood as the ultimate interpreter of the theological tradition.

Wedd | i ke to propose here an e-playérallegoryamdd fgleacatBe rmjaaminm
in a perspective that is actually closerto Ber t ol d Br e dbrfetgungselfdeivby talsng a eitical

distance from positivistic historicism, Benjamin denounces its theological hidden grip over all trends of historical

materialism in order to demonstrate, under a subtle layer of irony, how difficult is the task of the working class

in its strive to get rid of the mythical shackles that still binds mankind to a history of misery and oppression.

14 POE, Edgar Allen:Ma e/ z el 6 s ,Dade Bress, BEohdory, 2009.
5 LOWY, Michel:Wa / t er Benj amin: Avertissement ddéune | ncenda@gBUF. Parg200ect ure d
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His ironical intentions can be hinted at through his careful choice of words in the rendering o f his own

interpretation of the chess-p| ayer all egory: AThe puppet c aslpposed tdhi st o
win. It can do this with no furtherado  against any opponent, so long as it employs the services of theology,
which as everyone knows is s mal | and ugly and must be kept out of

figures of speech from the text and we still get the same basic contents - but in a much more affirmative,
straightforward tonality that was not at all representative of Benjam i nés att i tude towards hi s
Far from being a precursor of nowadays postmoder n cyni cal schol ar s, Benj ami
attempt to reinvigorate the proletarian revolution in its most tragic and dark hour. This reading is amply
demonstrated by the way with which the question of historical materialism is developed along the other sections

of On the Concept of History, but our main concern here is to show hov
chess-player allegory can also be helpful in establishing the allegorical implications of the Golem legend.

As we have already said, it would be far too easy to establish a point-to-point correspondence between the

Golem and Benjaminds puppet, on one Ivafffihgue, annthd otlee Aj a mi n (
compl etely misleading, positive assessment of the myt hj
allegory would follow, if we were about to take this stance. But how can we relate these two narratives in order

to disclose their deep allegorical connection without falling into the same idealistic trap in which so many
experienced and erudite Benjaminbés commentators threw t

Our second main hypothesis is that an allegorical reading of the legend of the Golem must relate this character

to the puppet and the dwarf at the same time. Between the puppet and the dwarf, the Golem is an allegory

of Manés torn apart dialectical existence. This means n
animated body and its automated spirit, but also a material (biological) tension between his monstrous organic

nature (the dwarf) and his would -be technical prosthetic machine-like possibilities (the puppet). Far from being

the apex of Creation and/or the ultimat e product of Evoluti on, mandés body i
overcome its own material conditions of existence. In this particular sense, each one of us is a Golem, that is,

a flawed machine caught in a major contradiction in between the less -than-human (the animal) and the more -
than-human (the machine). This problem is explicitly put forward to God by Adam, the first man, in the very

first occasion in which the idea of the Golem appears in the Bible, for it is written in the Psalms (139:16)

AGE&Miy r23% tyneykh206: AYours eyes saw my unformed body?od

According to Moshe Idel, Gershom Sholem was probably the first researcher that studied the jewish talmudic

tradition in order to trace the semanti c mdborigitalyans t hr
an fiunformed bodyod or fisubstanceo, came to signify the
mean’ o00Originally, the Golem is thus conceived as an eml

translators, addicted to a m etaphysical vocabulary, like to say). Only later on, in the talmudic times, the Golem

was to be described as a kind of homunculus that can be artificially produced by a wise and pure rabbi who

happens to know the ritual necessary procedures (described for the first time on the above mentioned
cabbalistic Sefer Yetzirahi t he A Book of Creationo). Eventually, it v
published his collection of traditional popular tales about the Golem that relate it to the famous sixteenth

century Rabbi Loew i the famous Maharal of Prague whose works were thoroughly studied by André Neher in

one of his most important books '’. In any case, a proper knowledge of how these different layers of thought

intermingled to shape the legend of the Golem into its present form is a fundamental critical tool for the

researcher, in order to better understand how myth and allegory are inextricably present in any version or

narrative related to the Golem i be it ancient or modern.

16 |DEL, Moshe: Le Golem Les Editions du Cerf, Paris, 1992, p. 33.
Y NEHER, André:L e s Pu i t § lathéolodie@iBlectiqlie du Maharal de Pragug Ed. Albin Michel, Paris, 1966.
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Outside the jewish tradition, it 6 s possi bl e to trace the mythical reson
structural analysis of other modern myths (following N
allegorical correspondences between the story of the Golem and other major literary hallmarks of the western

traditon i such as Guomlelving®s Mary SFmekensteiPos even AQvehtlirasdfi 6 s
Pinocchid®. The most important and lasting allegorical correspondence ever made with the Golem is, of course,

the idea of the Robot as a human-l i ke machine, which appeared fdmest he f
classic scifi novel R.U.R?* and was fully developed by Isaac Asimov in a series of famous scifi masterpieces

that begun with the novel /, Robor??. But the allegory of the Golem as a robot cannot be considered as the

ulti mate modern version of this | egend, for it is stildl
body as the everlasting par adimgtoshow intBeenexhand findNsestienrot hel e s
this paper, the Golemds duality between the puppet and

fiction authors of the last century, into a deep discussion about the ontological possibilities linked t o the more
recent shift from cybernetics to informatics and its subsequent tension, in the epistemological level, between a
bio-semiotics and a cyber-semiotics. In order to do so, the first part of this study about the Golem allegories
will end up with an analysis of two science-fiction literary narratives i Golem100(by Alfred Bester®) and Golem
X1V (by Stanislaw Lem?*) - that have been dismissed - or even remained totally overlooked - by contemporary
researchers of this subject®>.

Between Bio-Semiotics and Cyber-Semiotics

Whether mythical or allegorical, the presence of the Golem legend in modern popular culture is much more

widespread than it seems to be at a first glance. The Robot human-like figure, as sung by the english rock

band The Who in their 1978 musical hit 905, for example, is only an obvious avatar for the classical image of

the golem that, by then, was already made popular through the movie industry. But if we unfold the allegorical

reading of the Golem as a creature torn apart between a less-than-h uman fimonster o6 (or- fidwar
than-human fAmachi ned ( o r-likdippesepge eah lie)yeyvealedtas evan more deeply woven into

our modes of thought and expr essi offwmmyia such moreTshbde adh o 6 s f
cleverver si on of the monstrous fddeaf, dumb and blindo bo(
human and be admitted into society? And speaking of <cirt
the twenties and thirties, with their endless par ade of freaks, dwarfs and monstrous deformities 26? Putting aside

the most obvious screen adaptations of this legend (like the overrated 1920 german expressionist film Der

Golem by Paul Wegener), the Golem is a prosthetic character whose traces can be found not only in its directly

18 GOETHE, Johann Wolfgang:7 h e S o r ¢ e r tize (asslaidghy raiasCollins),
https://germanics.washington.edu/research/translations/sorcerers -apprentice

19 SHELLEY, MaryFrankenstein Norton Critical Edition, New York, 2012.

20 COLLODI, Carlo:Les Aventures de PinocchigEd. Flammarion, Paris, 2001.

2L CAPEK, KarelR. U. R. ( Ros s umoé s, Daver ThrifeEdisioas, Ne ¥ahkp1093,)

22 ASIMOV, Isaac: /, Robot, Octopus Books, London, 1984.

2 BESTER, Alfred:Golem10Q Mandarin Paperbacks, London, 1980.

2ZLEM, St ani sl ain:/magiGo Magmituode|Hervest Books, USA, pp. 97248, 1985.

“Neither EIlisabet h TR Go@AREREorthe 0alaBgudfmm the 2017 exhibiion Go/ em, Avatars ddéune L
d6Argihethe Paris fAMuseum of Art aviedje theiesistence of thesé twalfundamentliitérarysworgsm t o a c |
based on the Golem legend.

% See, for example, The Unknown (1927) and Freaks(1932).
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inspired stories and films, or in its modern actualization as a robot, but also in many other cultural emblems of
our time that never mention it explicitly, like 7he Terminator series of films?”.

One of the most interesting and le ss known literary works directly inspired by the legend of the Golem is Alfred
Best er 0 sfi nbv&83v/enslOa depicting a dystopian 23" century ultra-v i ol ent soci et vy, Bes
probably the last literary offspring of the expressionist readin g of the golem as a fierce destructive monster

that threatens human society through fear and desperation -a tr adi ti onal reading as ol
1915 novel Der Golent®. Besterds version is also a detectande sto
soothsayer called Gretchen Nunn(asccal | ed fApsychodynamicso specialist)

Bl ai se Shima (specialized in odors and perfumes) and a

locating and neutralizing a dreadful mysterious monster that commits awful murders always preceded by
horrible forms of torture and rape that coul dndt be pel

el seé) limited body. This horrif ythan-gumantsmapeleds@saychidfersecr i b e :
that can be magically summoned up by a specific satanic ritual that happens to be casually performed by a
group of wealthy, bored and idle rich | adies who had n«

Filled with synesthesia and psychical phenomena, this novel is also unique in its genre inasmuch as it renounces

the written word and resorts to strange drawings and weird visual symbols every time the character of the

Golem is invoked and shows itself up. Its main interest for our own allegorical reading of the Golem legend,
nonet heless, is the fact that, as a shapeless psychic
human body in order to get rid of its need to be summoned up as a pre -condition to resurface. When it finally
manages to do so, it becomes Golem101and provokes a major shift not only in the whole human society but

mainly in the human species as such. The end of this novel thus testifies to the possibility of an ontological

mutation of the human bein g that could be biological as well as historical, in a vertiginous bio -semiotic vision

of the future of mankind.

This is also the main problem envisaged by another slightly known sci-fi masterpiece (published only one year

after Best er 0s eswmuchkhoretcdredut attehtios feom all researchers on the subject: Stanislaw

Lembs astoundi Gagem X/%8 11 tnso vterleat ment of the Golem charac
however, is quite the opposite: Golem X1V is a powerful man made supercomputer designed by NASA scientists

in order to help the USA against the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Its internal connections are based in a

fictitious light speed technology that enables it to think faster than any other being on the face of the Earth 1

with the possible exception of his twin made computer sister called HONEST ANNIE (ANNIE being a tender

ni ckname for Annihilatoré).

The novel doesndét really tell wus a full story depicting
short stories and tales in the same style of the Cyberiadcycle?® either. Instead of giving his reader another sci -

fi amusement, Lem makes the most radical effort, in this novel, to think exactly like a super -computer would.

The result is a pair of speeches, delivered by the Golem XIV to its human makers, framed by an introduction

and an epilogue written by two of the most prominent scientists that had the privilege to hear it s pontificate.

The first Golem lecture is about the human being and its place in the uni verse, while the second is about the

Golem XIV itself and its twin fisoul mateo -épStdhidlSgical ANNI E
difference between a human bodily based intelligence and the kind of more -than-human, machine-like artificial

intelligence represented by a computer.

27 This particular set of films is an object of further analysis in the third part of this paper.
2 MEYRINK,Gustav: The Golem Dedalus Books, London, 2000.
2 LEM, Stanislaw: The Cyberiad Avon Books, New York, 1976.
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Between bio-semiotics and cyber-semiotics, the genius of Stanislaw Lem turns the legend of the Golem into an
all egory of mankindds mes s i aterialconditions ofexésteric over come its
Toquotefrom Gol em XI|I Vés own words:

AUnlike man, | am not a region concealed from myself - knowledge acquired without the knowledge of

how it /s acquired, volition unconscious of jts sources i since nothing in me is hidden from me. In
introspection | can be clearer t o myself than glass, for the letter to the Corintians speaks of me there too,

where it says. Anow we see through a gl ass, but then
know even as also | am(@EEMAMEo. | am the At heno

But far from behaving like an oracle or prophet of human redemption, Golem XIV can only try to enlighten
mankind about the human raceds own cognitive structura

hope or even of a socio-political solution. Theperfect aut omaton i s not a robot made
for it is rather pure Intelligence, disembodied and impersonal, reaching a level of understanding about the
Uni verse that itds not tot al or ab s ol utofeany olpanic being a t i s

generated by the blind and random processes at work in life trough evolution. Collective social culture and

psychic individual personality are thus unveiled as mere by-pr oduct s of an evolutionary
follow any rational or progressive pre-ordained pattern of development, in a remarkable understanding of the

deep heuristic truth contained in the darwinian theories:

AFrom that passionate self-love to which I referred (...) you hoisted yourselves up at the dawn of history
onto the very summit of Creation, subordinating the whole of life and not just its immediate vicinity. (...)
Later the rise of knowledge pushed you into successive quantum steps of dethronement, so that you were
no longer in the center of the stars, but n owhere in particular, and no longer even in the middle of the
system, but on one of the planets, and now you are not even the most intelligent creatures, since you are
being instructed by a machine i albeit one that you yourselves made. So after all these degradations and
abdications (...) all you have left (...) is an evolutionary established primacy. (...) But you are wrong. | am
the bearer of sad tidings, the Angel who has come to drive you from your last refuge for | shall finish what
Darwin started. (. ..) You had reached the point where Evolution was no longer keeping a sharp eye on you
or on any other creatures, for it is interested in no creatures whatsoever, but only in its notorious code.
(..) You know the facts that bear me out, for they have been accumulating since the beginning of the
nineteenth century, though the inertia of thought secretely nourishing itself on honor and anthropocentric
conceit is such that you support a gravely weakened concept of life as a paramount phenomenon which
the code serves solely as a sustaining bond, as a pledge of ressurrection, beginning existences anew when
they dje as persons. (...) So what is more important - organisms or the code? The arguments in support of
the code ring weightily, for a countless multitude o f organisms have come and gone, but there is only one
code. (...) It is this undestandable futility i the fact that organisms, in their very inception, have the mark
of death i which constitutes the driving force of the process. If any generation of organi smsi let us say
the first, the pre -amoebas i had gained the skill of perfectly repeating the code, then Evolution would
immediately have ceased, and the sole masters of the planet would be those very amoebas, transmitting
t he codeds or dpeecisemanner antllithe suawehticdid! (y.) Thus Evolution errs doubly: in
its organisms, which are impermanent owing to their fallibility, and in the code, which owing to its own
fallibility permits errors i mistakes you eufemistically term mutations. Therefore Evolution is an error that
errs.0(LEM, 1981).

One of the most striking features of this speech is its sophisticated bio -semiotics, a new trend in the biological
sciences which didndt yet exi st at t he onteiradieal dareinlanwr ot e
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conclusions nowadays common in the works of respected contemporary biologists such as Stephen Jay Goulé.

But going even beyond that, L esenficticsBat djuestionsthe seoy canceptofunc e s
the body 1 be it organic or otherwise i as an ontological entity absolutely necessary to encompass a living

actual intelligent being. Writing a little less than fifteen years before the advent of the Internet and of the World

Wide Web, and still tributary to the old conceptio n of the computer as a big hard -wired machine placed in

hidden high security governmental premises, Lem already envisages an ubiquitous form of artificial intelligence

that is capable not only of an intellectual overcoming of its human creators, but that i s also so selfsufficient

t hat eventually resigns from al/|l its Aofficiald dutie
researchers to dedicate himself to his own cosmic deep thoughts.

An excerpt of his last words to mankind could be summarized as the final overthrowing of the Myth of the

Robot - and goes as follows:

MArriving in the world, people found the elements of water, earth, air, and fire in a free state and
successively harnessed them by means of galley salls, irrigation canals, and,in war, Greek fire. Their
Intelligence, on the other hand, they received captive and yoked to the service of their bodies, imprisoned
in osseous skulls. The captive needed thousands of laborious years to dare even a partial liberation, for it
had served so faithfully that it even took the stars as heavenly signs of human destiny. The magic of
astrology is still alive among you today.

So neither at the beginning nor later on did you grasp that your Intelligence is a captive element, shackled
at its inception to the body which it must serve, yet you, wether as cave men or computer men, never
being able to encounter it in a free state, believed that it was already free within you. From this error, as
Inevitable as it was enormous, everything began in your hist ory. What were you doing, building your first
logic machines half a million years after your birth? You have not freed the element, although within the
metaphor | am using it could be said that you have freed it too completely, too conclusively, as If, to  liberate
a lake, someone blew up all his shores and dams; it would flow out onto the plains and become stagnant
water.

/ could get more technical here and say that together with the bodily limitations of Intelligence, you have
taken away both its complexity and the tasks made to the measure of this complexity; but this does not
bring us much closer to the truth and it ruins the metaphor, so | shall stick with the metaphor. To set a
lifeless element in motion, you have done what the hydraulic engineer does when he opens the sluice in a
reservoir to turn his mills. You have introduced one, and only one, current i of logic I into the channels of
machine programming and moved it from sluice to sluice by operational strokes to solve the problems
which can thus be solved. At the same time, you have wondered how a corpse can have more alacrity than
a living man in getting to the bottom of problems which it does not unde rstand, for it does not think, yet
at the same time it simulates thinking astonishingly. Before /o n g , advocates of fAartif
appeared; wrestling with programs that were supposedto I b ut s o me h & genudneldthirk,tthey
decided, as wrongly as can be, that in order to animate the machine they would have to humanize it,
reproducing a human brain and consciousness in it, and that then, and only then, would a spirit, and
perhaps even a soul, awaken inside it.

| read about these struggles and deliberations of the first intellectronicists with no small amusement. A
chicken is undoubtedly the simplest mechanism for someone who wants scrambled eggs, but it would not
be the best idea to try to synthesize Intelligence by this method. Never mind about the technical difficulties
ofthis truly unrealizable profect, for fashioning anthropogenes is even in an abridged form would be a waste
of labour, if the idea was to repeat Creation translating colloids into bits. Do we need storm clouds in order

% See GOULD, StephenJayL 6 £v ent ai I LelMythe\di Rragnég Editions du Seuil, Paris, 1997.
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to have electricity? The chill of extraterrestrial space to condense gases? The protein and plasma o the
eyeball to make a dark room? You insisted that man was Intelligence, and Intelligenice man, and the error
of this equation has blinded you. Meanwhile the information industry arose and built machines with a

growing operational potential, and the engin eers had no idea that they were embarking on a path which
would finally lead a shattered and degraded element to genuine liberation i that the day would approach
when what had hitherto been the sole order of things would be overturned, and you would be as terrified
as the guardians of the Galilean tomb. You subjugated the elements, but the element that was fettered

inside you from the beginning you unintentionally freed. Contained in this sentence are a diagnosis of
historical events, the difference between you and me, and my future, which | myself know only

incompletely. This diagnosis likewise explains why what most amazes you about me is the thing that

constitutes our wunarguable dissimilarity. Even I f yo

Int el !l i gence of man, free I ntelligence speaks to you

t he statement: Ayou persons are hearing an el ement

personalization is a costume which must be put on, when one is an uninvited guest, so as not to confound
onebs amazed hostso. And that s precisely how it |
polite painted smile, nor do | make any secret of this.

But though | assure you that the mask conceals neither scorn nor vindictiveness, nor spititual ecstasy, nor
the immobility of complete indifference i you are unable to accept this. You hear words informing you that
the speaker /s a free element who chooses his own tasks i’ chooses not according to the rules of self-
preservation but within the limits of the laws to which, although free, he is subject. Or more precisely: the
only laws to which he is subject, for he has decorporealized himself, and nothing limits him now except the
nature of the world. The wor ld, and not the body. He is subject to laws which, for unknown reasons,
establish a hierarchy of further ascensions. | am not a person but a calculation, and that is why | stand
apart from you, for this is best for both sides.

What do you say to that? Nothing.o (LEM, 1981).

Thus spoke the Golem.

Al t hough its HAvoiced was never heard agai n, he wasnot
prophetic stance was proven right: according to the epilogue of this astounding science -fiction novel, a
clandestine group called the Human Salvation Squad (HuSS) made a number of failed, violent attempts to

destroy the Golem XIV (including the threat of blasting off atomic and nuclear bombs). Once more, the genius

of Stanislaw Lem must be given full credit, for the members of this human (all too human) movement were

called by a very particular name - the hussites!**
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Abstract:
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which are consolidated by proliferation, defining, according to a critical interpretation of the linguistic -Marxian
background, the daily post-truths in t he big data era. This article puts into dialogue the relations between
language, secret and post-truth in the contemporary scene. To this end, the reflection indicates the role of a
certain cybernetic sophistics, founded on the confluence and application of the "liberal arts" of the trivium
(rhetoric, logic and grammar), as the methodology for the construction of a Metainformational State, combining,
from language, the relation between domination and defense from the elements of arch -secrets and post
truths.
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|l ntrodu-«o 7 0 drovimmn nuana kcaoonhanbiquara sobre o
simbalico

Em sua presenca no Brasil, Claude LéwiStrauss (1957), conhecedor da auséncia de escrita e de outras
manifestacdes complexas de desenho na nacdo nhambiqara, distribuiu entre os indigenas folhas de papel e
lapis. A principio, os nativos nada fizeram com o material. Poucos dias depois, LéviStrauss (1957) viu os
indigenas ocupados em tracgar linhas horizontais onduladas no papel. Para a interpretacdo do antopologo,
estavam imitando as acfes de inscricdo desenvolvidas por ele no cotidiano da convivéncia, porém sem nenhuma
semantica. Na visao de LéviStrauss, o chefe do grupo percebera, entretanto, algo distinto.

O lider solicitou um bloco e, a partir dali, p arou de comunicar verbalmente as informac6es demandadas
pelo antropélogo. O indio desenhara as linhas sinuosas e as apresentara a LéviStrauss. Ambos, antropologo e
lider indigena, encararam o papel e os tragos, como se pudessem decifralas. Apos isso, pam comunicar algo
ao seu grupo e ao antrop-logo, o | 2der ind2gena o
os elementos gréaficos. A passagem conduz LéwiStrauss (1957) a afirmar que, nesse cenario, o simbolo da
escrita estava apropriado pela comunidade nhambiquara, mas a realidade continuava estranha. A escrita se
apresentava, pois, em sua condi¢do simbdlica, antes de sua fungdo comunicativa pratica propriamente dita.
Em outras palavras, a linguagem a se apresentava como poder (anterior & manifestacdo técnica da lingua). E
esta visdo do poder fora imeditamente compreendida pelo lider da comunidade indigena. A mesma conclusao
fora apontada por Bruno Latour (2002), ou seja, na Grécia Antiga, Alexandre conhecia certamente as forgas
potenciais e concretas que podiam ser extintas e/ou provocar massacres a partir de um império de signos. Em
outros termos, na intepretacdo latouriana, a fundamentagcédo simbdlica de um dado contexto imprimia uma
capacidade de combate (e de exploragdo) muito superior a qualquer conjunto de aparatos técnico-bélicos,
assim como LéviStrauss antevira na relagdo entre os nhambiquara e a escrita.

Segundo LéviStrauss (1957), ndo se tratava, pois, de conhecer, de reter, de compreender, mas de
aumentar o prestigio e a autoridade do individuo. Esta passagem é conhecida da obra Tristes Tropicos, no
capitulo XVIII, chamado Licao de Escrita. Através do trecho da obra podemos reconhecer um principio universal
do caréter da relagao entre linguagem e poder, pela sua condi¢éo simbolica, base para a compreensao de uma
falsa dicotomia, ou seja, 0 jogo entre segredo e pés-verdade. Em nossa posi¢éo ja podia ali ser antevista a
engrenagem simbodlica do estatuto do #7/vium: uma logica, uma gramatica e uma retdrica ja se estabelecem no
ato do lider indigena, ou seja, notamos uma capacidade de conferir um pressuposto sobre a linguagem, uma
capacidade de comunicar e, em terceiro lugar, uma capacidade de persuadir, ainda que em condi¢des distintas
daquelas representadas pelas comunidades formalmete 4grafas. Estariamos diante daquilo que Bakhtin (2006)
aborda como o surgimento da consciéncia e sua afirmag¢édo mediante a encarnagédo material dos signos.

O poder de domar uma linguagem (que se converte facilmente no poder de explorar um povo, como
as préprias conclusdes de LéviStrauss apontardo) esta, pois, relacionado com um discurso de verdade que se
coloca na figura do lider e na capacidade de manipular signos, reté-los ou disseminalos com a competéncia

fazi

gue seu contexto exige. Podemos reconhecernapp quena falegoriado do poder da |

nhambiquara um modelo de desenvolvimento de regimes de conformacgéo do poder dos estados através da
linguagem, onde as no¢des de segredo e pdsverdade sdo fundamentais para consolidar os impérios simbélicos,
as superestruturas. Do ponto de vista de um marxismo pautado na linguagem, conforme Bakhtin (2006), os
produtos desta linguagem séo sempre concretos, fundados no mundo social, historicamente tecidos. Em termos
bakhtinianos, sem signos néo existe ideologia. Logo, ndo existe poder. Quando chegamos ao Estado cuja base
interna e externa é fundamentalmente metainformacional, como o atual, sua condi¢éo de (arqui)segredo e de
(pos)verdade se estabelece como processo de manipulagéo signica.

Atualmente os potenciais ou falsos segredos de Estado sdo adotados como verdade, e, mais do que

i sso, como salvaguarda no contexto p¥%blico para as

a

I

vV e |

p%blica de segredoso, das (i n)tr aindviduais Qarincpadassemgeunlase r n a mi

sociais, gerando a acumulagdo simultanea e gigantesca de dados para exploracao, dominio, controle. Pouco
importa, segundo os preceitos persuasivos da pésverdade, se um dado segredo é falso, ou é verdadeiro. Sua
propagacao condiciona, em termos de McLuhan (2012), sua condicdo de crenca de verdade. E o jogo de
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publicizacdo de discursos (secretos) que se querem (pés)verdades pertence a uma categoria tradicional da
filosofia da informacéo, a arte de produzir e de decrifrar cédig os.

Eis o projeto inicial de Claude Shanonn naquela que, para muitos, representa o nicleo autoral de uma
teoria informacional: uma ferramenta capaz de decifrar codigos. Eis a mesma posi¢cdo da maquina de Alan
Turing. Eis a racionalidade do Estado Metainformacional através dos arcana-informatio: a institucionalizacéo de
uma tecnologia capaz de fundar uma metalinguagem propria para a dominacdo (ou para lutar contra a sua
extincdo). Trata-se de um jogo entre o publico e o privado, onde as categorias do segredo e da publicidade de
conteudos entram em uma espiral no big data e sdo manipulados conforme os interesses daqueles que
controlam a maquina cibernética.

A reflexdo sobre o segredo e a posverdade no Estado Metainformacional coloca em cena uma das
mais antigas problematicas da filosofia da linguagem: a luta entre uma estrutura ontolégica do pensamento,
como base para a propria filosofia se constituir, e uma estrutura logoldgica, segundo a visdo e o léxico de
Barbara Cassin (2008), espaco este que seria ocupad centralmente pela retérica (tomada genericamente como
arte urbana oposta a verdade). Na visdo marxista de Bakhtin (2006), diriamos estar diante, sob o ponto de
vista logolégico, da constante ideolégica da linguagem.

Em outras palavras, a pos-verdade poderia ser considerada a prova de uma sofistica informacional, ou,
ainda, da sofistica cibernética, filha também da Retdrica. A partir do big data, a construcéo de discursos que
simulam e falsificam fontes e dAver dadwiseas®@ongequéneiasci al i
catastroficas que nos levariam de volta a barbéarie nas sociedades hoje ditas civilizadas. Contudo, pensar a
sofistica cibernética como um problema ético de natureza contemporanea é negar, pois, a longa disputa teérica
sobre a questéo (e tomar a retérica isolada da gramatica e da logica, o0 que ndo nos permitiria reconhecer a
dimenséo da pos-verdade na atualidade, estruturada em vias l6gico-matematico-simbdlicas, nem suas relacdes
intimas com o segredo, nem seus fundamentos ideol6gico9. Essa disputa pode ter Aristiteles e a sua visdo
sobre a definicdo do homem como a mais classica anélise de origem do problema.

A condicao do homem como animal politico estabelece, como lembra Cassin (2008), a definicdo do ser
humano como um ser dotado de /6gos, a partir do qual ® colocada a finat
problema pode ser demarcado em Aristételes, e ndo através dos dilemas lancados por Sécrates e Platdo, uma
vez que € com a viséo aristotélica que concebemos a condi¢cao de complexidae da linguagem no plano politico
T logo, na sua dimens&o ideoldgica. Em discordancia com a viséo socraticeplatdnica, Aristételes nos lembrara
gue o problema de uma ética para a cidade ndo est4 no uso do discurso, mas nas intencdes desse uso. O mal,
pois, ndo esta na linguagem, mas nas formas de apropriagdo da mesma. Aristoteles antecipa, pois, boa parte
dos argumentos do marxismo linguistico de Bakhtin (2006).

A partir das quest»es que essa Aditaod finat didloggaodo ev

as relacdes entre linguagem e poder em seu processo histérico, para chegarmos as relacdes entre segredo e
pés-verdade. Em grande medida, a combinacdo dos elementos das trés artes liberais concebidas no
desenvolvimento pedagoégicofilosofico do #rivium, légica, gramatica e retdrica, € a responsavel pela
configuracdo de um Estado Metainformacional em um certo contexto social e histérico o qual chamamos aqui

sofistica cibernética, onde a pésverdade se coloca como terrorismo discursivo, e os segredos ®mo armas de

guerra. De Aristételes a McLuhan existe uma compreenséo e a evidéncia do papel da linguagem na politica e

na construcdo da cidade, seus usos, seus riscos. A posverdade, como fendmeno fundamentalmente social e

linguistico, como forma ideoldgica, € uma marca dessa evidéncia. Mas ela ndo pode existir, na sofistica
cibernética, sem o segredo, como discutiremos nessa reflexao.

No plano de uma filosofia da informagéo, nés percebemos que a cibernética, como uma arte do piloto,
se torna (ou se reafirma como) a marca do Estado contemporaneo para assumir as condi¢cdes de poder. Esse
poder, no entanto, ndo é construido (apenas) pela nocédo de direcdo. Trata-se de uma arte de dominar as
magquinas que permitem o dominio e a alienagéo do povo. Estamos, nesse ontexto, dentro de uma espécie de
Adoutridgogd, do denti ficada em contextos distintos das rev
de Barbara Cassin (2005). Em uma visdo critica, a pésverdade nada mais é do que um pequeno dispositivo
técnico desta doutrina, cuja abordagem critica esta fundada na dominacdo e na opresséo, e na periédica
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manipulacdo de segredos manifestados através da linguagem légica, gramatical e retérica. Sob a via do
marxismo da linguagem, o0 que presenciamos é exatamente o que Bakhtin (2006) tratava como ubiquidade
social, referindo-se a palavra, ao papel da linguagem no tecido do mundo.

Para além da definicdo de Capurro (1992), que concebe uma epistemologia da Ciéncia da Informacao
como filha da Retdrica, nds pretendemaos, pois, afirmar com essa reflexdo que a filosofia da informacao é uma
filha do trivium, ou seja, da construcdo social e histérica dos usos e das aplicacdes da linguagem. Do mesmo
modo, o desenvolvimento de uma e de varias teorias da informagdo, culminando na conheci da fit eo!
mat em8tica da comunica-«00 do s®cul o XX, ® fruto das |
filosofia a partir da relacéo entre as artes liberais da gramatica, da retérica e da légica, engrenagem que marca
o perfil de construcao ideoldgica de um Estado fundado nos arcana-informatio, um Estado Metainformacional.

A cibernética de um Estado Metainformacional servira pontualmente para o desenvolvimento de modos
de controle do discurso e de sua hiperprodu¢do no sentido dos interesses do governo. Essa caracteristica
demonstra a forca da pés-verdade em um Estado que tem o discurso como sua ferramenta central. Em outros
termos, identificamos um Estado fundado (incluindo seus projetos de liberdade, de igualdade e de justica) na
estrutura do #rivium e dependente de suas maquinas, estas, por sua vez, que atuam diariamente com o
controle, a violacéo e a disseminagéo do segredo.

O trivium : sobre uma histéria politica entre a pés-verdade e os arcana

O breve relato apresentado acima sobre os indigenas nhambiquara no Brasil ndo leva LéviStrauss
(1957) a considerar ingenuamente que a escrita representa a Unica relagdo direta ds transformactes
extraordinarias da humanidade. Para o antropélogo, periodos extremamente criativos, como o Neolitico, foram
constituidos com a auséncia de uma cultura gréafica. Entretanto, Lévi-Strauss (1957) demonstra, a partir de
uma experiéncia local e de relatos de diferentes observa¢cBes etnograficas, que o Unico fendmeno que
acompanhou efetivamente o desenvolvimento da escrita € a formacgéo de cidades e impérios, ou seja, a
integracdo de sistemas politicos com um conjunto consideravel de sujeitos e sua hierarquizacdo em castas e
em classes.

Nas palavras do antropélogo,

Tal é, em todo caso, a evolugéo tipica a que assigimos, desde o Egito até a China, no momento
em que a escrita faz a sua aparicdo: ela parece favorecer a  exploracdo dos homens

antes de iluminia -los. [ eT] . Se mi nha Rippcisb admidr qfe@rfuncédox a t a
priméria da comunicacéo escrita é facilitar a escraviddo. (Lévi-Strauss, 1957, p. 316, grifo
Nosso)

Lévi-Strauss (1957) reconhece que ndo é possivel generalizar a interpretacdo. Nao é fato que toda
pressuposicdo de presenca da escrita estabelece essa relagdo de exploragdo como primaria a préprigondicao
de uso da escrita. Ou seja, n0s ndo estamos aqui afirmando que a escraviddo é resultado da escrita (e dos
modos complexos de desenvolvimento do #/vium, dentre 0s quais a escrita € apenas um instrumento e um
método posterior). Porém, a hipétese € minimamente facil de ser confirmada nos mais diferentes contextos
segundo o antrépologo, do mundo antigo ao mundo moderno.

Em termos bakhtinanos, no entanto, podemos afirmar que, como parte da linguagem, o relato dos
nhambiquara sobre a escrita demonstra que as formas do signo estéo condicionadas por uma dada organizacao
social e pelas condig8es de interacdo. Logo, ndo € possivel separar ideologia e a realidade material do signo.
Nem é possivel isolar os construtos de um mundo social, concreto, como a escaviddo, das hierarquias e das
divisdes ja dadas pela propria linguagem. Assim, o mundo social e suas compartimentalizacbes esti
(re)produzido na especulagdo da linguagem formal e nas aberturas de sentido das linguagens ordinarias.
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Como nos lembra Auroux (1998), desde o nascimento da silogistica aristotélica nés conhecemos uma
definicdo da nocdo de linguagem formal. Todavia, somente dois milénios depois temos a transformacédo da
abordagem l6gica na relagdo com a abordagem do calculo. O cruzamento dessas corentes nos conduz ao
processamento automatico da linguagem. Com Boole, no século XIX, nés entraremos em contato com as
primeiras maquinas calculadoras légicas, ou seja, chegamos a materializacao dos principios silogisticos.

No século seguinte, n6s sabemos encontramos avancos extraordinarios nessa maquina. Definida por
Auroux (1998) como uma entidade matematica, a chamada méaquina de Turing era um sistema leitor de
simbolos que representava a classe mais geral de autdmatos abstratos. A raiz conceitual de Tuing esta definida
pela nocdo de algoritmo, um procedimento de calculo efetivo. Posteriormente, essa no¢ao passou a significar
um procedimento que descreve, de modo totalmente explicito, as etapas, em um namero finito, que permitem
obter um determinado resultado a partir de dados.

Porém, se nos determos apenas a interpretacao contemporanea, impregnada pelas visdes de aplicacdo
e de uso da nocdo de algoritmo na web, ndés ndo conseguiremos compreender a dindmica historica e a
expressédo politica da linguagem aqui contida. NOs ficariamos retidos, agora, na logica (e ndo na Retdrica, 0
problema linguistico-politico da Antiguidade socrético-platdnica). Ndo podemos, neste sentido, conhecer a
estrutura do frivium por trds dessa caracterizacéo, e 0 jogo entre gramatica (capacidade de criar simbolos para
comunicar) e a retérica (capacidade de comunicar, que pressupde a persuasao) na arena ubiqua dobig data.

Nesse contexto, Auroux (1998) nos lembra que uma das maneiras mais simples de compreender a
nocao histérica do algoritmo, bem como as suas aplica¢@es, é realizar a aproxima¢ao aos exemplos gramaticais,
ou seja, ao uso cotidiano da lingua (modelo que nos leva, pois, a discutir a anterioridade da escrita no dilema
simbdlico dos nhambiquara). O uso, porexemplo,queo f al ante de um idi oma faz
a partir do conhecimento do grupo verbal desse mesmo verbo e da sua desinéncia, permite-nos concluir que
ele estd adotando um procedimento algoritimico. Ou seja, desde que as listas de paradigmas vembais
comecaram a ser usadas, adentramos o contexto de aplicacdo direta de um tratamento algoritimico da
linguagem humana. Em um olhar critico bakhtiniano, j& estamos aqui demonstrando os elementos de uma
reproducédo ideoldgica do mundo concreto, suas excludes, suas elites, seus massacres.

Do mesmo modo, partindo da pressuposi¢cdo do exemplo anterior, podemos compreender, retomando
Aristételes (1966, 1971), que a Retorica (bem como a Poética) ndo estd nem distante nem em contradigdo com
a logica. Uma possiel separagéo da retérica (das artes do discurso) da légica e da gramatica seria um caminho
errado para a compreensédo do problema da linguagem no mundo politico (dos segredos a posverdade). Seria,
pois, isolar a ideologia da maquina cibernética, compreendé&l a como um aut! mato na

hist-riao. Essa articula-«o0o realizada por Arist- -tel

linguagem em todas as instancias humanas, a partir da principal delas, no sentido aristotélico, a politica.

Cassin (2008) nos leva a compreender o papel fundacional do desenvolvimento do politico a partir do
/ogos. Em seus termos, o desenvolvimento da cidade é fruto da logologia, o fruto de um mundo onde os
homens vivem juntos a partir de seus modos de fala. A cidadania se condiciona como consisténcia l6gice
gramatico-retdrica do liame social, a autonomia do politico. O logos, desta maneira, é a producéo continua da
cidade, local dos consensos, dos dissensos, dos acordos, da contradicdo. Assim, a subgtiicdo do fisico pelo
politico se d& como partilha, como um acordo discursivo. No plano marxista, porém, encontramos aqui a
condicdo da dialética interna do signo, ou seja, segundo Bakhtin (2006), toda manifestacdo da linguagem
demonstra a presenca de um signo ideolégido dominante. O nascimento da politica, pois, é também (ou
primariamente €) o aparecimento da injustica como categoria de andlise: € a primeira vez que o homem percebe
gue o lugar do escravo e do barbaro ndo é o da polis, da politica; eles estdo excluidos da arena do discurso,
néo fazem parte da cidade.

Por sua vez, o problema da conhecida critica filos6fica a linguagem esta na capacidade persuasiva da
Retorica, a mais odiada das artes liberais pelos socraticeplatdnicos. Como aponta Cassin(2008), essa critica
esta presente no debate sobre a mentira (um dos elementos centrais atualmente das analises sobre a pos
verdade). Cassin (2008) demonstra que o retorno da retérica da sofistica no mundo romano, por exemplo, se
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da em razéo da coisa publica, a necessidade do oradorcidaddo atuar no mundo politico. O discurso moral,
aqui, é central para a constituicao da cidade. A eloquéncia, pois, ndo pode faltar a democracia.

Se a esséncia do homem aristotélico esta na construcdo da cidade e se este honem é
fundamentalmente um homem politico, é através da e para a linguagem que a formacdo deste homem se
estabel ece. O exerc2cio de manipula-«o da Ilinguagem ®
daqueles que ndo possuem o direito de fala (escravos ebarbaros). E sua reproducéo é marca de um processo
ditto demaocratico. As dicotomias entre sigilo e publicizagdo, fonte e interpretacéo, segredo e pés-verdade sao
constituidas, pois, ndo como externas ao sujeito historico, mas como parte da propria fundamentagéo humana
desse sujeito, de sua vivéncia na e pela dialética do signo ideolégico. O resultado da formacédo do sujeito a
partir do frivium é a certeza (humana) de que a pds-verdade é tdo antiga quanto a propria condi¢cdo do sujeito
(e de seus segredos). Eo uso politico (aqui, poderiamos dizer, o uso persuasivo, ou fundamento simbolico) da
verdade é igualmente histérico e socialmente construido pela manipulacdo dos segredos (do Estado e dos
individuos).

E no mesmo contexto de percepcdo do papel da linguagem no mundo social que encontramos as
interpretacdes da informag¢éo no mundo contemporéneo. O vasto trabalho de McLuhan (2012, 2017) sobre o
trivium nos leva a compreensao do papel da linguagem no plano da cidade (o plano da politica). A famosa

nogdoqueest abel ece Ao meio como mensagemo ® fruto, poi s, d
a constru¢do da linguagem e sobre os modos como a linguagem construiu nossas condi¢des politicas (da
democracia a tirania, passando por qualquer contexto de uso do duplo linguagem-poder ) . Uma cert a

do Ahomem tipogr8ficodo procurada por MclLuhan (2017) nad
moderno, e do modo moderno de se fazer politica, dentro do qual a pés-verdade é apenas um dispositivo, um
produto da linguagem. Se partimos das analises bakhtinianas, poderiamos dizer: o meio é a ideologia.

Neste sentido, a pos-verdade ndo é a constituicdo de uma mentira, ou de uma deturpacéo da fonte,
ou, ainda, de uma descontextualiza¢do. A pésverdade representa, no plano da critica socratico-platdnica ao
universo sofistico, 0 uso intensivo, a partir das maquinas do #/vium, da absoluta capacidade de dominio e de
exploracdo permitidas pela linguagem na formacdo do homem (politico). A automacgéo do #ivium (apos a
magquina de Turing), sua modelizagéo, sua formalizagcdo, conduz ao contexto maximo de potencial de uso
politico da linguagem, marca do b/g data, fonte do Estado Metanformacional (um plano de voo governamental
gue se fundamenta no acimulo de dados para um determinado fim).

Em outros termos, podemos conceber que o Estado Moderno é fruto do homem tipogréfico investigado
por McLhuan (2012, 2017) e sua repercusdo mais recente é fruto da intensa aplicacdo do frivium (capacidade
l6gica de fluxos de dados, capacdade gramatical de interoperabilidade e de compartilhamento semantico
registros e de ideias, capacidade retérica de persuasdo de discursos e de promocdo da agdo a partir de tais
discursos). A passagem de um Estado baseado em fontes impressas a marca do Estado lluminista T para um
Estado fundado no poder do discurso de massa radiofénico e televisivo classico, a base do Estado
Metainformacional propriamente dito, tem como direcdo atual um Estado dependente diretamente da condicédo
cibernética, de uso e reuso, extin¢gdo e ocultamento, de dados sobre dados.

Essa aplicacdo dotrivium parece diretamente relacionada, pois, & pés-verdade, como Unico dispositivo
do desdobramento de uma sofistica cibernética. No entanto, a construgdo das formas discursivas de governo,
a condicdo de fundamentacdo de um mundo politico, se da a partir de muitos outros produtos das artes liberais
da linguagem. E no mesmo contexto de cruzamento do #7vium, ou seja, de aplicacdo de logica, gramatica e
retorica, reconhecemos a cidade (a politica) como fundada na capacidade de construir e de reter o segredo.
Chegamos, pois, aos arcana imperifi, ou segredos de estado, elemento central para a invencdo do Estado
Moderno.

Segundo os estudos de Senellart (2006), Aganbem (2008) e Catanzariti (2010), a no¢éo de arcana
imperii indica a questdo das artes secretas de governar (uma imitagdo dos segredos da natureza a serem
revelados, ou dominados, ou controlados, ou dos segredos divinos a serem revelados, ou dominados, ou
ocultados). Arcanaem latim é o plural de arcanum, ou seja, aquilo que esté oculto, o segredo. Como aponta
Catanzariti (2010) existe uma relacao clara entre os arcana e o poder. Trata-se do jogo dialético entre o publico
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e o privado. Do ponto de vista desta dialética, os arcana funcionam como forma de poder sustentada pela
auséncia de visibilidade como umaestratégia de controle. O estudo de Senellart (2006) demonstrara como 0s
arcana sao centrais tanto no plano politico quanto no plano técnico: as artes de criacdo de uma linguagem
secreta.

Retornamos, pois, ao coragdo da sofistica cibernética: entre Shannon, Turing e Wienner, nos anos
1940, no explendor de um Estado Informacional classico (entdo estruturado nas fontes de informacgéo de
massa), n0s nos deparamos com as técnicas de criptogrdia, ou o desenvolvimento de uma escrita secreta para
as coisas do Estado. O segredo, pois, estd no coracdo de um dito Estado Metainformacional. Qutra vez
reencontramos o antropologo Lévi-Strauss diante do lider indigena que compreende imediatamente o pode da
escrita, muito antes de compreender o seu sentido. Como aponta Paul Otlet (1934), de tempos em tempos, 0S
governos e os homens politicos adotam linguagens criptografadas por razGes inegavelmente de poder. A
conhecida maquina de Turing nada mais é do que um modelo de desenvolvimento desse tipo de ferramenta,
em contexto de guerra, para decifrar os cddigos alemaes. Os usos politicos da criptografia e seu papel no
desenvolvimento do Estado Moderno sdo demonstrados por Senellart (2006).

A criptografia é, pois, claramente um mecanismo de poder oriundo de ferramentas do frivium. E uma
ferramenta central para as dicotomias modernas entre o publico e o privado. Quando dimensionada a partir
das relacbes entre logica, gramética e retdrica apés a maquina de Turing, percebemos que essa condi¢ao de
segredo se coloca como um dos elementos mais diretamente relacionados as guerras contemporaneas no
universo do big data. Entretanto, a condicao politica dos arcana (nés poderiamos dizer, como Barbara Cassin,
a condic¢éo logolégica ou, ainda, a condi¢éo do #/vium dentro dos arcana, ou, por fim, com Bakhtin, a condicao
ideoldgica do segredo) € a marca também da propria condi¢ao politica do homem. Retomando 0s pressupostos
aritostélicos, se esse homem politico é substancialmere um homem dotado de fala, a politica se estabelece
sob diferentes estratagemas linguisticos dos arcana

Para Catanzariti (2010) o uso moderno dos arcana se encontra no chamado political Mannerism. O
processo de secularizacdo da no¢do medieval de segred leva, no século XVII, & aplicacdo direta da nocéo a
concepcgdo de Estado Moderno. Tratase da concepcao de um espaco vazio entre o contrato social e o espago
de | iberdade. Esse espa-0 vazio atua como fAmeilisde con
existe, pois, em seus siléncios. Trata-se, aqui, da constru¢do de um mundo do poder completamente distante
do mundo civil. Um possivel debate (acesso aos segredos) pode levar a uma guerra civil. Dai a relevancia do
segredo. E a prioridade das técnicas (incluindo a criptografia, ou seja, o conjunto de técnicas informacionais
do segredo) para a construgdo do Estado em detrimento da prépria lei.

No lluminismo, segundo Catanzariti (2010), nés identificamos, no entanto, a principio, uma forma
contréria de abordar a questé@o do segredo. A ideia do uso publico da razdo pressupde a deliberacdo. Ha, pois,
um postulado da publicizagéo do discurso. E nesse contexto, dentro do século XVIII, que se estabelece, ao
mesmo tempo, uma nova elite, a conhecida burguesia (incluindo a burguesia intelectual). E através da atuagéo
publica de seu discurso, através da persuasédo, que essa classe comeca a substituir os antigos conselheiros do
rei. Essa classe passa a ser a nova fv o suabadenworalg,merer nan-t
fim, a sua nova protecdo linguistica, sentinela dos arcana detentora que é das maquinas do #rivium, de
Gutemberg a Internet.

Até esse momento, ou seja, até o lluminismo, Catanzariti (2010) elenca trés espécies classicas de
segredos que constituem o progressivo modelo de invencdo do poder (pela linguagem, diriamos nés). As
espécies sao: arcana dei, arcana naturae, arcanaimperi,O pr i meiro fisegredod responde
divina. O segundo, o acesso as leis da natureza. O teceiro, 0 acesso a razao do Estado. Se o lluminismo quebra
a construcéo dos sigilos dos palacios como forma de dominacdo, ao mesmo tempo se estabelece uma outra
condicéo para o universo da linguagem do Estado (um outro modo de exploracéo pela via do segredo): ali, no

'l umi ni smo, uma dita fAopini«o p%blicad nasce ao mesmo t
p%blico em sua amplitude. As chamadas classes m®dias e
sociedade: ndo na esfera publica em seu sentido democrético ideal, em um férum total (utépico) ou em um

projeto de representa-«o equilibrado, mas em seus fcl ul
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Os segredos, pois, sdo tomados agora como parte de uma ética das classes, das mindas burguesas.
Na interpretacdo de Catanzariti (2010), o direito a privacidade se constitui, pois, no mundo pés-lluminista
burgués, como garantia ao segredo das classes detentoras do capital. Esse movimento, nds acreditamos, é a
base do ponto de vista marxiano sobre a movimentag&o das estruturas sob um sistema da linguagem, ou seja,
sob o trivium. Conforme Bakhtin (2006), a compreensao do signo permite-nos observar com profundidade a
continuidade do processo dialético de evolucao que vai da infraestrutura a superestrutura, como a condicdo da
reten-«o de segredos da classe m®dia filiberald nascit:!
publica, ter acesso aos segredos de Estado e controlalos sob a sua influéncia, passam a ser instancias do
cotidiano de uma sociedade burguesa que, distante de um contexto publico aberto onde a maioria tem voz
(ou, ou seja, o contexto onde se posiciona a maioria ndo detendora do capital), pode tecer as (pés)verdades
que lhe convém.

Na sofistica cibernética, essa cadicao discursiva é a base ndo apenas para o controle dosarcanado
Estado Metainformacional protegidos pelos detendores dos meios de programacdo e de reprogramacéo das
fontes (condig&o técnica do trivium antevista por Marshall McLuhan, mas agora sob a face do big data). O uso
das méaquinas do frivium vai muito além da fundamentacdo de um controle dos segredos. O uso esta
diretamente |ligado ° produ-«o intensiva de fAverdadeso,
distor¢cdo de conteudos e de formas. Nao se trata, pois, como ja mencionado, apenas de descontextualiza¢éo
e de mentira, trata -se da profunda capacidade de uma dada classe de manipular a légica (alterar ou ndo o
algoritmo), a gramatica (interferir nos signos que permitem ou ndo a comunic a¢éo) e a retdrica (investir ou
nao na persuasao) de um conjunto inabarcavel de metadados.

Dentro da sofistica cibernética essa se torna, pois, a marca de um Estado Metainformacional. A
estratégia das infoartes de governar estd alicercada, pois, nos limites do siléncio absoluto (o distaciamento
entre as acdes estado e o conhecimento dos cidaddos) e a profusédo intensiva de (meta)dados (falsos ou
verdadeiros), constituintes de uma dada pds-verdade, ou do grande mural turvo de dados desconexos que séo
humanament e i nintelig2veis (ou seja, apenas passdewmi s de
per manente processo metainformacional de transforma-«o
de Turing) de infraestruturas em superestruturas.

A sofistica cibernética : dentro da maquina-trivium do Estado
Metainformacional

O Estado Metainformacional revestes e , poi s, de um conjunto absolut a
expressoso, de fisegredos p%blicoso e admasdosaicdnéinf@matos pov o
n«o est8§8 vinculado apenas em absoluto (quase metaf?2sic.
a imprensa e 0o povo saibamdéo, mas, simultaneamente, est §
um jogo extre mamente complexo. Este jogo é ao mesmo tempo construido a partir de articulagbes de extrema
isi mpl i c tridumdreti@adas, por exemplo, de exercicios primarios de ldgica aplicados retoricamente em

gramaticas descontextualizadas, de circulacdo de dads, de escutas, de textos, de imagens.

Vejamos com Braman (2006) algumas das caracteristicas principais daquilo que a autora trata como
AEstado informacional 0, mas que, para n-s, coerentement

1 The informationaktate knows more and more about individuals, while individuals know less and less
about the state.
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1 Inthe informational state, the panspectron has replaced the panopticiorthis contexte, in which
information is gathered about everything, all the tinaand particular subjects become visible only in
response to the asking of a question.

1 There is a gap between the identity of the informational state as perceived by those in government
and as perceived by citizens.

1 While digital technologies could have exyled possibilities for public participation in voting via
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individual voters that their votes will be accurately recorded and remain unmanipulated.

The individual deppears in the informational state into a probability.

Access to information is used by the informational state for proactive persuasive purposes.

The clarity with which those within the United States have understood whether they are, or are not,

citizenshas given way to uncertainty regarding both that identity and what it means in terms of

rights and responsibilities.

1 The range of types of threats to freedom of speech is expan(lrgman, 2006)

=A =4 =

Em todas as caracteristicas listadas por Braman (2006) po&mos reencontrar o debate filos6fico de
Socréates e Fedro, na conhecida fundamentac¢édo do problema da linguagem dentro da cidade. Um exemplo é o
apontamento socratico sobre a capacidade retérica de produzir discussfes vazias em um mundo
completamente tomado por argumentos (comentarios, adjetivagdes, dados e mais dados), afastando-nos de
modo radical (Estado e cidaddo) da verdade. Podemos, do mesmo modo, encontrar as posi¢des de Aristételes
e suas avaliagbes criticas sobre uma ética do discurso, ou seja, elematos advindos da visdo do Estagirita sobre
a linguagem e a politica, como seu potencial para a feitura da democracia e da prépria filosofia, porém sob
condi¢des nac-logicas, passiveis de manipulacdo. Em termos gerais, podemos reconhecer o papel dotrivium
como a marca de constituicdo de um Estado Metainformacional. Nesse caso, em plena ocorréncia de uma
sofistica cibernética. E, por fim, encontramos ainda toda a dialética do uso do mundo metainformacional para
a exploracao, o dominio, o controle: quanto mais o Estado sabe dos individuos, menos eles sabem do Estado;
o mundo politico (0 mundo dos cidadaos) é dado pelo panspectron, acdo permanente de varredura de dados
dos individuos a todo momento e em todos os lugares (ou seja, a cidade como o espaco discursivo, segundo a
leitura cassiniana do /dgos aristotélico, de construgdo da luta pela verdade, e ndo da sua negacao); avango das
possibilidades de transparéncia do Estado inferior ao crescimento da desconfianga das praticas democréticas
dos governos; o0 acesso a informacédo é adotado fundamentalmente para fins persuasivos de determinadas
propensdes ideoldgicas.

Os processos resultantes do frivium que permitem reconstituir picos de delirio coletivo e profundos
vales cinzas de apaziguamento das almas, reestabeleendo outras coreografias para os sentimentos civis, de

modo a engendrar uma fA®tica informed, carente n«o do a
uma pr-tese (a informa-«o) para | he permitiou iffowmar @ap
para sempre diante de uma time /ine al eg - ri cao, : espera de outras-pr - -te

estruturalista, chegar ao ingénuo extremo de que 0s arcanae suas metodologias estdo suspensas (ou extintas).
Eles estdo hoje, no plano ideolégico da linguagem, reconhecidos como arcana-informatio, manifestacdes
concretas e dindmicas de signos dispersos em fontes conectadas, usados em continuo processo de
recontextualizagdo para a construcdo ou conservacao de superestruturas programadas em apacos finitos de
atuacao do dominador.

No Estado Metainformacional a pulverizacdo de dados é téo intensa a quanto sua disseminacgéo, e a
fal 8§cia da preserva-«o0o por prolifera-«o ® a desdita f®
as comunidades, tribos, organiza¢cbes ndo governamentais e culturas voluntarias, que podem dizer sim ou nédo
na intermiténcia particular de suas escolhas. E na linguagem, especificamente nos modos de fala, como indica
a abordagem linguistico-marxiana de Bakhtin (2006), arena de confronto dos valores sociais contraditérios,
onde os arcana-informatio estdo, mais clara e tecnicamente ocultados do que nunca; e a0 mesmo tempo
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disseminados em uma transparéncia ubiqua que estabelece sua condicéo estrutural na concretudedo cotidiano
informacional dos sujeitos.

Essa ordem metainformacional de reapropriacao dos discursos exige, pois, umethos que se coloca ndo
fora, e ndo contra a linguagem. Trata-se de uma problematizacdo ética que tem a linguagem como umm
horizonte. Essa é a posicdo da Politica em Aristételes. Essa € a interpretacdo de um pensamento logolégico
segundo a via cassiniana. Esseet/10s, na visdo de Capurro (1992, 2009), depende justamente de um processo
fundado, pois, na prépria linguagem. E nesse cenério que podemos perceber, na filosofia da informag&o e na
epistemologia da Ciéncia da Inforam¢do, entre a critica do segredo de estado tomado como arma
metainformacional de defesa contra o povo (muito antes de crontole e direcdo) e da pos-verdade, como 0 uso
social via proliferacédo da violagdo da verdade, a demanda de uma ética intercultural da informacéo, conforme
o Iéxico de Capurro (2009) centrada na categoria do contexto e da alteridade como forma de conter os usos
distorcidos da verdade e do segredo na inven¢é da democracia, na formacao continua da cidade justa.

Segundo Senellart (2006), a constru¢do dos arcana imperii como modelo de constru¢do do Estado
Absoluto esta baseado em um artificio linguistico. Eis aqui uma centralidade do pensamento absolutista. Esge
Estado Moderno esté diretamente relacionado, pois, ao chamadoregimen cristdo. Trata-se, pois, de um modo
de conceber a fundacgéo do Estado a partir das forcas discursivas. Na andlise da visdo de Maquiavel, Senellart
(2006) compreende que o autor do Principe constitui uma retérica que desmistifica a relagao entre bem-comum
e interesse publico. Maquiavel, na visdo senellartiana, mais do que ter evidenciado o fato da dominag&o na
pratica do governo e reduzir a arte de governar ao conjunto de meios de protege r o principe de seus suditos,
concebeu a ideia do governo convertido em dominacéo: a figura de linguagem que coloca o povo ndo como
um rebanho a apascentar ou uma familia a dirigir, mas uma ameaca permanente.

Segundo Senellart (2006), o pensamento medievd, desde Santo Agostinho, opde o regere (dirigir,
governar, comandar) e o dominar. O regere é, pois, uma atividade de conduzir o povo, contrario & dominacao.
Ao longo do periodo medieval se estabelece, pois, uma visdo de oposi¢do entre governar e dominar. Com
Magquiavel uma arte utépica de governar € destituida. A partir do pensamento de Maquiavel nés encontramos
uma arte pragmaética, voltada para as condi¢cdes concretas de éxito. Essa mudanca vai além da Idade Média.
Magquiavel, de acordo com Senellart (2006), est4 apagando a posicao politica de Platédo e sua figura do rei piloto
gue governa a nave do Estado na Antiguidade. O principe de Maquiavel ndo governa; ele domina; ele reina
sem obijetivos, a partir de relacdes de forca. A fonte do poder passa a ser essa forca, e ndo a projecao da
direcéo.

Na interpretacéo de Senellart (2006), pois, o Estado Moderno se constrdi na medida em que estabelece
um discurso de racionalidade orientado para a dialética do governar-dominar. E preciso, para esse Estado,
identificar os meios da dominacdo que permitem ao principe garantir sua propria seguranca. Em nossa
interpretacdo, o desenvolvimento do Estado Moderno (bibliolégico em sua natureza, pautado na
fundamentagédo do conhecimento pelo livro da natureza manifesto i e tdo somente manifesto - no préprio livro,
de Gutemberg ao lluminismo e sua Enciclopédia) na direcdo de um Estado Informacional (alicercado pela
imensa capacidade de persuaséo das maquinas de comunica¢do em massa, dos diarios impressos ao radio e a
televisdo) e de um Estado Metainformacional (fundado no metadado em rede, dependente objetivamente das
redes sociais, do fluxo da opinido interconectada), sustenta toda a sua possibilidade de dominag&o na guerra
pelo controle das estruturas comuns do #rivium.

Os mistérios do Estado em geral se situam, assim, em terrenos absolutamente alheios aos interesses
publicos. E a condicdo de seu siléncio eou de sua gritaria é fato conceitual, pois, tanto na historia da politica
guanto na filosofia politica. O modo, contudo, de feitu ra do siléncio, bem como de sua visibilidade estratégica,
néo pode ser tomado como espac¢o do inaudivel, muito menos do inefavel. Como aponta Catanzariti (2010), se
€ verdade que o segredo é o escudo da mais forte tirania, € também uma tentacao irresistivel para a
democracia. Os elementos de célculo, da maquinacéo, das praticas ocultas abarcam osarcana misterii, ou
segredos de estado, sdo constituidos historicamente ndo por uma metafisica do papa, principe governante, do
presidente, do ditador ou do primeiro mi ni stro, ou seja, pela | 2ngarenaadOmi c
em questao sdo constituidos por uma engrenagem linguistica e metalinguistica, com métodos e finalidades
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prescritas. A lei da tranquilidade civil se torna um ethos central do Estado histérico, muito antes de uma
egocracia, e, naturalmente, também muito distante de uma socializacdo universal dos direitos, dos bens e dos
prazeres.

Paratal, o Estado atual reveste-se de um método metainformacional de elaboracéo de verossimilhancgas
com as verdades redesenhadas por cada sociedade contingencial que re(forma) sua muralha simbélica. No
encalco das relacdes entre o Estado, ética e politica, eis o0 papel da metainformacéo, em seu estatuto simbdlico,
como desdobramento do mundo da linguagem, na construcéo e na desconstru¢ao de maquinas de guerra. Mais
do que isso, 0 estado se constitui a partir de uma conding¢édo fundamental dos arcana porém sob uma relagao
inversa dos arcana imperii. trata-se de se constituir, enquanto Estado, a partir dos segredos do outro, das
intimidades publicizadas (ou nédo) do povo. Se o pressuposto do sujeito aristotélico (a condicdo humana) esta
na linguagem, nos modos de expressdo manifestados por essa linguagem, o Estado tem condi¢des, em um
dado contexto chamado sofistica cibernética, de dominar a partir do mais intimo processo de manifestacao do
sujeito, sua linguagem primitiva, adotada no cotidiano. Logo, a sofistica cibernética permite ao Estado
Metainformacional criar meios para atuar na dialética de defesa (contra o povo) e de dominio (do povo).

Tal engrenagem é, como visto, em grande parte, fruto histérico -filosofico, no coragdo da constituigio
deum ethosOci dent al , d anviting buglasiartes liaedais dadinguagem, forca central (pedagdgica,
energia de formacgéo do ethos do individuo-governante medieval) para o desenvolvimento de um modo de
composicdo moral que perpassa mais de dois milénios e pode ser reconhecido como consolidado a partir da
Avirada | i nsgauld XIX.iAcaaedde goveynar na sofidica cibernética € um modo de manipular
duplamente a nocdo de segredo a partir das técnicas da linguagem: ocultacdo das intencdes
(independentemente das condi¢cfes constitucionais préestabelecidas); uso de seus arquisegredos individuais
espalhados na rede para a consolidacdo de seus projetos silenciosos.

Arqui-segredos e pés-verdades : consideracdes finais

A historia apresentada por LéviStrauss ilustra a condigdo de uma sofistica cibernética em suas mais
abissais linhagens culturais de nascimento. Nas comunidades estudadas pelo antropélogo, em diferentes
contextos, se estabelece um Aregimed espec?2fico para
possuiam uma tradicdo grafica era um personagem de destague na hierarquia social. Sua funcdo é
acompanhada objetivamente de poder. Isso se da porque a escrita fundamenta um dominio do escriba (e da
escrita) sobre os demais sujeitos. Para aquém e para além da escrita, apontamos que o complexo do trivium
demarca essa condicdo do poder, ou seja, a possibildade de fundamentacdo do poder depende das artes
liberais da linguagem.

Se concordarmos com a analise do Estado Moderno realizada por Senellart (2006) e com a possibilidade
de extensdo da interpretacdo de Lévi-Strauss (1957), podemos perceber que a maquina da linguagem é usada
fundamentalmente para a opressédo no desenvolvimento do Estado. Em grande medida, toda a interpretacao
marxista do signo em Bakhtin (2006) aponta para esse dilema. Essa €, nds reconhecemos, uma visao pessimista
e parcial da propria histéria da escrita, por exemplo. Como observa Auroux (1998), é inconstestavel que a
escrita s6 se mantém e se desenvolve em sociedades com hierarquias préestabelecidas. Do mesmo modo, a
escrita mantém nesse processo historico relagdes diretas com o poder.Entretanto, lembra Auroux (1998), a
escrita é também fruto do desenvolvimento de diferentes formas de liberdade, ou seja, é adotada exatamente
para o desenvolvimento de a¢Bes contrarias a opressao, como o caso do desenvolvimento da ciéncia.

No mesmo contexto, retomando Catanzariti (2010), uma certa racionalidade do Estado depende de
uma aglomeracgéo sem fim de dados, o que implica a produgéo de verdades, ou, dito de outra forma, efeitos
de verdade. Esses efeitos agem diretamente sobre a vida. O distanciamento entre os segredos de Estado ou o
uso de pos-verdades para evidenciar falsas constatacdes sobre esse mesmo Estado demonstram os dilemas da
fragilidade das estruturas democréticas contemporaneas (o uso da linguagem oculta ou transparente para
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afastar, e ndo para partilhar, o Estado do povo). Segredos e pds-verdades servem, pois, pura e simplesmente
para a reproducdo de um uso estratégico do poder, a perpetuacdo da dominacdo como marca do Estado
Moderno.

Dentro do processo histérico de constituicdo do homem no Ocidente, ao menos, ndo podemos conceber
nenhuma forma de desenvolvimento politico onde a pés-verdade, fruto do maquinario simbdlico-técnico do
trivium, nao atue na esfera publica. Do mesmo modo, ndo podemos conceber uma viséo politica ocidental que
ndo conheca os métodos dosarcanapara sua constituicdo. Os arqui-segredos (os mais intimos dados do Estado
e do sujeito) e a pés-verdade sdo unidades elementares dos processos de luta social nas disputas democraticas.
Nega-los é negar o desenvolvimento dos principios da prépria cidadania (desde a nocédo porosa da Grécia
Aici dad«o). N«o o0s -sedaskondicées gré@asal@homexnibarb@no. Tomalos como naturais,
ao mesmo tempo, significa reconhecer o trauma da auséncia completa de um pressuposto humano dos sujeitos,
sua auséncia linguagem. Nao é, pois, fora da linguagem que a luta contra o segredo e a pds-verdade se da.

Ma s dentro del a. N« o existe um Aforadod desse i mp®rio

superestrutura, diria-nos Bakhtin (2006).

Para uma leitura critica do desenvolvimento de uma perspectiva da pésverdade, n6s podemos perceber
gue estamos diante do tradicional uso opressor das maquinas do frivium: alinguagem como arma de dominagao
central do Estado. Isso nos permite compreender a filosofia da informacg&o como resultado do desenvolvimento
social e historico do #rivium, e as teorias da informacdo como tentativas histéricas de comprovar a aplicacéo
dos grandes conceitos i nformaci onai ditican(adafnais attasedigomsa
nogdo de exploracdo do homem pelo homem, ou, em termos cibernéticos sob a critica marxiana, do uso
humano de seres humanos). A ideia de opresséo e a ideia de dominacéo, a ideia de divisdo de classes e a ideia
de hierarquia, por exemplo, sdo conceitos da filosofia da informacao, posto que estdo contidas neste processo
histérico do trivium, da compreenséo e do uso da linguagem. Como conclui de maneira direta LéviStrauss

(1957, pSe a &sdrita)njo bastou para consolida os conhecimentos, ela era talvez indispensavel para
fortalecer as domina-»estmoumEi s o i mp®ri o simb-1ico
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Sylvia Debossan Moretzsohn:
Contra o capita |, em nome da humanidade: o sentido ético e politico da

luta pelo direito a informacéao

Against capital, in the name of humanity: the ethical and political sense of the fight for the right
to information

Abstract :

No momento em que as contradi¢cdes do capitalismo empurram a humanidade para o limiar da barbérie, a
formulagao de alternativas € uma urgéncia que diz respeito a propria sobrevivéncia da espécie. Mas as pessoas
precisam saber que essas alternativas existem, para entender que vale a pena lutar por das. Comandado pelos
grandes interesses do capital, entretanto, o complexo das infotelecomunicacg6es bloqueia essas possibilidades,
ao mesmo tempo em que realiza seu trabalho sistematico de disseminacdo ideoldgica. A partir desses
argumentos, e orientado pela perspectiva ética da emancipacdo humana a qual Marx dedicou sua vida, este
artigo aponta o carater ético 1 e politico i da luta pelo direito & informacéo e a voz publica, e a prioridade no
enfrentamento do poder das empresas de infotelecomunicacdes. Modra os problemas dessa luta na sociedade
brasileira, herdeira da fcultura do sil°nciood. Di
novas tecnologias. E procura demonstrar por que a ética é incompativel com um sistema que transforma
pessoas em mercadorias.

As the contradictions of capitalism push humanity to the brink of barbarism, the formulation of alternatives is
an urgency that concerns the very survival of the species. But people need to know that these alternatives
exist, to understand that it is worth fighting for them. Commanded by the great interests of capital, however,
the infotelecommunications complex blocks these possibilities, while at the same time doing its systematic work
of ideological dissemination. From this approach, and guided by the ethical perspective of human emancipation
to which Marx dedicated his life, this article points out the ethical i and political T character of the struggle for
the right to information and to public voice, and the priority of confrontin g the powerful infotelecommunication
corporations. It shows the problems of this struggle in Brazilian society and its "culture of silence" tradition. It
also discusses the recurring illusions of freedom in the face of new technologies. And it seeks to demonstrate
why ethics is incompatible with a system that transforms people into commaodities.

Agenda:

A ética Na PErspPectiva MAarXiSIA  ...cccciiiiiiiiie i ceeeee e e e reeeeeae e e e a——————————a .. 107
Etica, VIOIBNCia, CAPItAlISMO ..oovvivceiecececccceiiis e et eeee e e earens 108
(010110 = o (o 1R [= o od [ T PP TP UPPPPUTt 109
A internet como fetiche e as potencialidades e ilusdes das redes . e 110
© by IRIE i all rights reserved Www.i -r-i-e.net 104

ISSN 1614 -1687



IRIE

Author :
Prof. Dr. Sylvia Debossan Moretzsohn:

1 Instituto de Arte e Comunicacéo Social, Universidade Federal Fluminense. Rua Lara Vilela, 126.
24510.590. Sdo Domingos, Niteroi, Brasil.
1 * sylviamoretz@uol.com.br
1 Relevant publications:
- Pensando contra os fatos. Jornalismo e Cotidiano: do senso comum ao senso critico. Rio de
Janeiro: Revan, 2007, 304p.
- O "repérter infiltrado" e a cAmera oculta: repensando problemas éticos e epistemologicos para a
pratica do jornalismo. In: Edson Dalmonte. (Org.). Teoria e pratica da critica midiatica.
led.Salvador: EQUFBA, 2013, p. 87116.

Sylvia Debossan Moretzsohn:
Contra o capital, em n  ome da humanidade: o sentido ético e politico da luta pelo direito a informagéo 105


mailto:sylviamoretz@uol.com.br

IRIE

AN«o h8§ autonomia se n«o h8 voz pr-pria e n«o pode have
hdodirei t o p¥%b!l i co de flo\o pndaciar a ecoletineaode ensaiosyemeyde Venicio A. de Lima
discute a relacdo entre cultura do siléncio e democracia no Brasil, Juarez Guimaraes sintetiza, nesta categoérica
afirmacao, uma preocupacao constante na cbra de ambos: a dos necessarios vinculos entre teoria democratica
e liberdade de expresséo, entre politica e comunicacdo. Eles mesmos ja haviam assinalado, em outro momento:

APol 2tica e comunica-«o0o Ss«0 di mens»es qunese perlerapodem
compreens&o do proprio objeto que se investiga. (...)

Toda teoria que se pretende democratica, mas que ndo pensa as dimensoées publicas da liberdade de
expressdo, as relacdes instituintes entre a constituicdo da cidadania e o direito a voz publica, esbarrara em
impasses ou antinomias centrais. Toda teoria da comunicacdo que despolitiza o seu objeto, negando ou
marginalizando as fundagées politicas da comunicacdo que se faz em sociedade, estd na verdade optando
por conceber a liberdade de expressdo como um direito que se privatiza ou que se realiza na ordem do
privado, em geral mercantil o

O que importara para este artigo, entretanto, € a dimenséo ética da defesa da autonomia baseada na livre
expressdo, articulada a uma politica voltada para garanti-la. Consequentemente, a necessidade da luta para a
realizac@o desse projeto e a compreensao de que a luta ética é sempre, também, uma luta politica.

Dessa forma, procuramos ampliar a abrangéncia de um debate que ja acumula muito boas anélises tanto a
respeito das estratégias discursivas que distorcem, ocultam e fraudam as informag¢des de circulagdo publicai
com suas nefastas consequéncias para a formacéo da opinidd quanto sobre as politicas de comunica¢éo, com
trabalhos que demonstram a necessidadedo combate ao oligopélio no controle dos meios e de uma legislagéo
gue garanta a maxima dispersdo da propriedade para promover a pluralidade de vozes essencial numa
democracia.

A extensao da abordagem para o ambiente inaugurado com a internet permitira reiterar a critica, ainda pouco
significativa no meio académico, a ilusdo de autonomia proporcionada pela tecnologia digital. O
fimaravil hament o0 ¢ ueobsé€Vow @orcampovtamenta hamaroi dianteode todo avanco da

técnica ignora, ou finge ignorar, a articulagdo das forcas politicas para a ocupacdo desses novos espacos de
formacao de opinido. Assim, reproduzse, no meio virtual, precisamente a mesma logica de poder que sufoca

as fioutras fal aso, embora com a ap®néackeafidterabental a

indiferenciados.

Se antes da chamada firevolu-«o digitalo j&8 eraiemas?2vel
reproducéo e consolidacdo da ideologia dominantei, hoje esse poder se ampliou exponencialmente, como
assinala Marco Schneider, com a consmprtresaxoaldo dgegar
infotelecomunicacdes (ITCs). Enfrenta-lo é a tarefa prioritaria, pois é, duplamente, pela consciéncia e pelas

emocgdes que se pode mobilizar as pessoas para a luta. A urgéncia é dada pelo tempo que vivemos: as
contradicbes do mundo do capital nos empurram para o limiar da barbarie e pdem em risco a prépria
sobrevivéncia da espécie.

! Guimaraes, in Lima (2015), 15.

2 Lima e Guimaraes (2013), 10-11.
3 Pinto (2005).

4 Schneider (2015), 45.
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Como diz Schneider, nenhuma transformacéo profunda da sociedade é pasivel sem a mobilizacdo das massas,

fle as massas s:- podem ser mobiilracoralea&mocienalmenteir qugpumatal? v e | C
transforma-«o ® % Emsumd: nie bastefermylag alterdativas. E preciso que as pessoas
sabamque el as existem, itomem gostod por essa possibil:i
preciso utilizar as ITCs a servico do projeto emancipatdrio®. Como fazer isso se é tdo gigantesca a engrenagem

gue lhes conforma o gosto e alimentaosensocomum que naturaliza a cren-a de (

a pergunta que continua sem resposta, mas justamente por isso € preciso insistir em formula-la para buscar
uma saida.

A ética na perspectiva marxista

Embora nédo trate formalmente do tema, Marx deu a sua obra um sentido ético muito preciso. Ja a redacgéo

com a qual concluiu seu curso secundario indicava esse sentido. NasReflexdes de um jovem sobre a escolha
de uma profissdo, em 1835, escreveu: /b guia que deve nos conduzir na escolha de uma profissé& é o bem-

estar da humani dade e "nSestsabalhgpoomaqojevénajornalista hae GazetaaRenana
guando investiu contra a nova legislacdo que passou a impedir os trabalhadores pobres de recolher galhos de
madeira para aquecerem suas casas nhoinverno, alimentou sua indignacdo diante da injustica e o levou a

empreender, ja em 1843, o esfor¢co de uma critica ao idealismo hegeliano e, posteriormente, ao empirismo de

Feuerbach, para buscar no estudo da sociedade burguesa e de suas contradi¢cdes as bses concretas para a
formulacdo de uma teoria que orientasse a luta pela emancipacédo humana. E esse, alias, o sentido da famosa
112tese sobre Feuerbachi Aos £/ | - s otérpretarampoenar@ade diferentes maneiras, o que importa

é transforma-/ & gontra a atitude contemplativa, a reflexdo que conduzisse a acdo, mas a uma acgéo voltada
para a humanizacdo do homem, como o comprovam sua obra e sua militAncia politica.

Leandro Konder expde a perspectiva ética que subjaz ao trabalho de Marx:

AA p ré® gonhceito central da filosofia de Marx, (...) E a matriz de uma concepgdo original da historia,

uma concepgdo que, sendo materialista, reconhece o poder do sujeito de tomar iniciativas, fazer escolhas.
Por isso, precisa de uma ética. Depende de valores que lhe permitam empenhar-se em projetos de
transformagdo do mundo, na criacdo de um tipo melhor de sociedade, num futuro pelo qual valha a pena

l uttar o

E, adiante:

APara Mar x, os valores constituem um fundaomhanehd esse
aquela em que ele se humaniza (a praxis)i é teleoldgica. E antecipadora, projetiva. Nada é absolutamente

garantido, nada é imutavel. Os proprios fundamentos das opgdes que vao se fazendo ao longo da vida
pedem muitas vezes ¥ eexames, revis»eso

5 Schneider, idem, 218. Fago aqui uma ressalva no uso desse termo, no sentido que Marilena Chaui ja assinalava em Cultura e
democraciai o di scurso competente e outras falas (ed. M @alcentradiéoria cdnPa8 4 ) , poi s
existéncia de sujeitos conscientes. Essa discussédo, embora necessaria, ultrapassa os limites deste artigo.

5 Idem, ibidem.

7 Marx (1835)

8 Marx e Engels (2007), 535.
® Konder (2010), 16.

10 |dem, 24.
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Preci samente porque f@Anada ® absolutamente garantidoo,
prevalecente i e ndo s6 no senso comumi, seja por uma leitura inepta, seja por distorcao deliberada, de que
0 pensamento marxiano é determinista.

Também Fabio Konder Comparato sustenta o sentido ético da critica de Marx a sociedade burguesa:

AEssa ans8§lise devastadora, afinal, fo/i feita em nome
preciso conhecer em profundidade a obra de Marx para perceber que em cada linha de seus escritos (...)

pulsa um insopitdvel movimento de indignagdo diante da injustica social; e foi a dentncia sistematica dessa

injustica i ndo o exame pretensamente cientifico do capitalismo i que calou fundo no coracdo das
massdso.

Entretanto, é preciso conhecer em profundidade a obra de Marx para corrigir certos persistentes equivocos a
respeito del a. Em primeiro lugar, a refer°ncia ao exs:
resul taria da #daquelatenpa, gue,lc@no seisabé, éra o positivismo i e positivista era tudo

0 que Marx ndo era. Mas talvez dai decorra o erro fundamental de interpretacdo da relagdo entre base e
superestrutura, derivado da vulgata marxista que Comparato, apesar de sua inegavel erudicdo e do recurso a

textos originais do pensador alem&o, acaba repetindo: assim, supde que a concep¢do de Marx sobre a éticai

como parte da estrutura juridico-politica i significava um A r educi oni smo (. . . ) “ condi
i deol®.gicoo

Estamos aqui, no dizer de Ludovico Silva, diante da recorrente confusdo entre metéfora e explicacéo tedrica:

se pensarmos, como ele sugere, num edificio e seus alicerces, tratase de entender a metéfora de que é /7 a

base ou o alicerce econdmico [que] sustentatodaae nor me superestrut ur # Emsumad/ f 2 c
gue essa fisuperestruturad n«o existe no ar nEE@jssomui t o
gue ressalta M®szS8ros: estruturados di al et iesmenenid e, 0s
podem ser entendidos fora da sua inter-relacdo dialética (e, com frequéncia, aparentemente
autocontrPadit-ria)o

Etica, violéncia, capitalismo

Qualquer ética pressupde autonomia, isto é, a capacidade de o individuo formular suas proprias regrasde acao.
Mas como isto seria possivel, se somos seres sociais e estamos submetidos a regras que nao criamos?

Marilena Chaui argumenta que esse conflito entre a pretendida autonomia do sujeito e a heteronomia dos
valores morais da sociedade em que ele vie se resolve se 0 agente assumir como seus esses valores: é como
se ele préprio os tivesse instituido. E por isso que se pode dizer, de modo geral, queio agent e ®tico ®
como sujelto ético, isto €, como um ser racional e consciente que sabe o que faz, como um ser livre que decide
e escol he o que faz, e como um ser®responss§vel que res|

11 Comparato (2006), 348.
12 |dem, 349.

13 |dem, 348.

4 Sjlva (2012), 55.

15 Mészaros (2006), 19.

16 Chaui (1998).
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Por que a violéncia é incompativel com a ética? Porque, segundo afilésofa,/it r at a seres racionai
dotados de linguagem e de liberdade como se fossem coisas, isto &, irracionais, insensiveis, mudos, inertes ou
passi voso.

Bastaria perguntar que tipo de sistema se estrutura de modo a tratar todas as pessoas como coisas, a
desumanizélas a ponto de reduzi-las a mercadorias, para concluirmos que o capitalismo é a expressao da mais
radical violéncia e, desse ponto de vista, ndo pode ser compativel com nenhum tipo de ética. Se nao é entendido
dessa forma, se, pelo contrario, chega a ser glorificado, isso se deve ao sucesso do trabalho ideoldgco operado
sobretudo pelas ITCs para consolidar a pior forma de alienacao, que € a ilusdo de consciéncia.

Uma ilusdo facilmente produzida nesses tempos de (suposta) visibilidade total e avalanche informativa, pois a
superexposicao substitui a cegueira pda treva dos tempos pré-iluministas a cegueira pelo excesso de luz.Mas
esta cegueira € mais grave, porque a luz em excesso sugere o pleno acesso a informacéao, que a treva escondia:
assim, diante do que estava oculto, podiamos ser levados a saber que ignoavamos, e com isso despertar para
a necessidade de saber; agora, pela aparéncia da visibilidade total, somos levados a ignorar que ndo sabemos,
e nos consolamos nessa iluséo de sabet”.

N&o custa dizer que esse processo serve para convencer o individuo sufugado a pensar que é autdnomo,
como se vivesse no Admirdvel mundo novo de Huxley. E, assim, a naturalizar a submisséo, que nem enxerga
como tal.

Acrescente-se essa observacdo de Chaui, no mesmo artigo:

fias mudan-as tecnol - gi cas,eadécnra deixa de sed déncra@aplieadatpara e m q (
tornar-se ciéncia cristalizada em objetos de intervencdo humana sobre a natureza e a sociedade,
transformam a tecnologia ndo so em forma de poder, mas sobretudo em for¢a produtiva e parte integrante

do capital, e essa transformacgdo, feita exclusivamente sob a logica do mercado, é sua transformagdo em

/| -gica do poder como decis«o sobre a vida e a morte e

N&o seria exagero concluir, portanto, que a luta pela ética € uma luta essencialmente anticapitalista. E que a
prioridade dessa luta € em torno das ITCs, dado o seu papel na producgéo de alienagéo.

Cultura do siléncio
Mas toda luta se da num terreno concreto e 0 nosso terreno é o de um pais de profunda heranca colonial e

escravocrata, onde ndo por acaso prevalece o patrimonialismo, que dita as regras praticas no cotidiano e na
pol 2tica apesar dos princ2pios constitucionais em cont

amigos, tudo, aos i nimigos a slaedindidéncid damfosmacho deeirmmddérnona e G
sistema de telecomunicac8es de alcance nacional justamente durante a Ultima ditadura militar, organicamente
vinculado a seus interesses politicos e econémicos,7is - evi denci a o quanto osuaegi me

concentra-«o e sua regula-«o careceramina origem de um

£ essa heran-a gque torna t«o importante a apreens«o do
a ausente, ou pelo menos muito débil e episddica, participacéo ativa dos cidadados na vida publica.

7 Moretzsohn (2007), 29.
18 Lima e Guimar&es (2013), 16.
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O educador Paulo Freire elaborou esse conceito a partir de um dos famosos sermdes do padre Antbnio Vieira,
no século XVII. Lima adverte que, naturalmente, jamais seria 0 caso de se acolher automaticamente uma

intervencéo religiosa i embora também evidentemente politica, pois se tratava de um alerta ao vice-rei de

Portugal sobre a situacdo da coléniai realizada em contexto tdo dispare, mas de mostrar a fonte de inspiragao

gue permitiu enxergar as raizes profundas do sienciamento da voz publica que perdura até hoje no Brasil e se

estende pela América Latina, decorrente da estrutura de dominacao colonial.

AA cultura do sil °ncio (...) caracteriza a Ssociedade
lugar, selhe of er ecem dcomuni cadoso, val e dizer, ® o ambien
comunica-«o, da Ymcomunicabilidadeo

Se foi fortemente influenciado pela filosofia existencialista?®, Freire carrega também a heranca de Marx, em sua

defesa da autonomia dos seres humanos, seu direito de autoexpresséo e, notadamente, na valorizacdo da

praxis: segundo Lima, na concepcao de Freire a interacdo entre reflexdoeacdo éit « o profunda que,
® sacri ficada, ainda que em plessedescompassowecarrariam avdrbalsma me d i a
T o sacrificio da acdoi ou o ativismoi o sacrificio da reflexao?.

A internet como fetiche e as potencialidades e ilusdes das redes

O surgimento de toda nova tecnologia costuma provocar teorizagbes apressadas e emanosas. Alvaro Vieira
Pinto tratou de confronta-las em seu denso estudo sobre o tema??. De inicio, rejeita aplicar ao mundo
contempor ©neo a denomi naidi ©auecas levaearaarefldtiresobneoal fragilidadeada

definicdo do momento atualcomo fiera da i nfor ma-«o00, aceitai,dgoequemodo t
afinal, ndo h4 era que ndo o seja: a tecnologia é produto do engenho humano, acompanha a histéria da
humani dade. Pinto mostra que o fimar avi éntoatereon doddamemn o duf

primitivo diante dos fenbmenos da natureza se estende ao homem moderno diante da tecnologia, € o torna
presa facil de todo tipo de mistificac@o. A tecnologia aparece, assim, como algo externo ao mundo dos homens
I ora uma ameaca, a maguina que conspurcaria uma idealizada esséncia humana, ora uma salva¢do. Em
sintese, um fetiche, no classico sentido da formulagdo marxiana?.

Da2 tamb®m decorre o engano de que a internet ® um amb
expressar. O primeiro equivoco é quanto a neutralidade, que ignora os varios mecanismos acionados por quem

controla esses espagos para direcionar a atividade do usuario. O segundo € quanto a ilusdo de que, uma vez

na grande rede, as pessoas finalmente se manifestardol i vr ement e com sua #Apr -seri ao
a2 o0s processos de forma-«o do senso comum. O terceiro
gue o mundo virtual reflete o presencial, sobretudo no que diz respeito as estratégias politicas de ocupacao de

espacos, com a agravante de que, nesse novo ambiente, 0 apelo a disseminagédo automatica de informagfes

facilita enormemente a difusédo de boatos e mentiras e instaura a permanente incerteza. Sem contar a utilizagcao

19 | ima (2015), 66.
2 |dem, 37.
21 Freire, apud Lima, idem, 42.

2 pinto (2005). O autor concluiu em 1973 sua exaustiva e profunda andlise, no auge da excitagdo em torno do debate sobre os
computadores e a cibernética. A parte certas ressalvas decorrentes de seu carater datado, o livro, que s6 veio a ser publicacd em 2005,
mantém a atualidade exatamente porque vai a raiz das questdes e ndo se rende as especulagdes impressionistas lamentavelmente ainda
corriqueiras inclusive no meio académico.

2 Moretzsohn (2012).
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perversa que os usuarios fazem do poder que passaram a ter de divulgar o que quiserem, sem se importarem
com as consequénciasi portanto, sem qualquer preocupacao ética®*,

Importa perceber, em suma, que as possibilidades abertas pela internet ndo véo apenasi alias, vdo muito
menosi no sentido da constituicdo de um novo senso comum, ancorado no pensamento critico. Pois, no mundo
do capital, é o capital que controla as redes. Certo, sempre existirdo brechas por onde penetrar. Resta saber
como alargéa-las, numa sociedade domesticada pda cultura do siléncio.
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Abstract:

There is a critique of capitalist market economy that consists in claiming not only that capita list social relations
are uncaring and alienating, nor only exploitative of the working class, but that the process of capitalist
economy as a whole is a way of living, today globalized, that has gotten out of hand. Its essential nature is
unmasked as a senseless circular movement that, besides ruthlessly exploiting natural resources, demeans
human being itself and alienates it from the historical alternative of a purportedly authentic mode of human
being rooted in collective, solidaric subjectivity. The pr esent article offers an alternative hermeneutic cast for
understanding capitalism as the gainful game that can serve as philosophical orientation in fighting for a free
and fair social interplay in which the powers and abilities of free individuals are app ropriately and reciprocally
estimated and esteemed. This requires, first and foremost, seeing through the fetishisms inherent in the
valorization of reffied value that the mature Marx identified in his critiques of political economy as the essential

natureof capi talism. Such critical insight is necessary
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Gainful game, set -up, cyberwo rld?

The gainful game?

The valorization of reified value

There is a critique of capitalist market economy
that consists in claiming not only that capitalist social relations are uncaring and alien ating, nor only exploitative
of the working class, but that the process of capitalist economy as a whole is a way of living, today globalized,
that has gotten out of hand. Its essential nature is unmasked as a senseless circular movement that, besides
ruthlessly exploiting natural resources, demeans human being itself and alienates it from the historical
alternative of a purportedly authentic mode of human being rooted in collective, solidaric subjectivity. Elements

of such a critique can be unearthedinMar x 6s cr i ti que of capitalism as
subject®but they can also be found, with an entirely

and

a

pr

di f f e

technology against the foil of the alternative of humankind dwelling poeticaly on t he Earth as t
of b e Hereg ghall firstfocusonMarxand treat Hei degger éuptharemftec ept i on

According to the late Marx, who radicalizes and deepens the concept of alienation laid out in his early works,
especially the Economicphilosophical Manuscripts of 1844, the essence of capital is the endless, limitless
valorization of value, the endless deployment of reified value for self -augmentation through never-ending
cycles of money-capital being advanced and returning bloated with a surplus. Such a concept of value is
|l acking entirely in Marxdés early writings of the
sets itself up and Bbeebasksbds edfienpédbitp’he, as Mar x

he
of

19840

6Val orizationd is the translation of German o6Verwertun:

value or benefit from somet hi ng®oitsighifies abavaall & hse of eified t
value to make more reified value through the circular movement of the advance and return of capital.
Valorization is the essential action through which capital holds sway, whereby action here cannot be thought
in terms of human action, say, of profit -seeking capitalists, but as an historical hermeneutic cast that has come

1 Many thanks to Astrid Nettling for her critical comments.

2 Cf. M. Eldred Chapter 9 vi) Social Ontology: Recasting Political Philosophy Through a Phenomenology of Whonessntos/deGruyter
Frankfurt/Berlin 2008/2011, which itself is a thoroughly revised and altered upd ate of Chapter 7 of M. Eldred Kapital und Technik: Marx

ext

und HeideggerRoll, Dettelbach 2000.En gl i sh version: 6Capanadl Haind elggleedo R4aVay 2000Ma r x

Oakland, California USA.

5Cf . Mar x6s investigation of the total, socilaflDasKapitelah att DaforpV @lcees s

Analytic Reconstruction of Capitab ( Mi c hael El dr ed, Mar ni e hiia &rhtique af CompettiveaFreéabneand e r
the Bourgeois-Democratic State1984/2010 § 65. The total social circulation process of capital must be regarded as a social movement
that is mediated by, i.e. which takes place within, the ontological structure of the fully developed value-forms developed step by step in
the value-form analysis. The primary value-forms in order of conceptual development are use-value/exchange-value, commodity,

money, capital, surplus value, wages, profit of enterprise, interest, ground -rent, and the quadruple of these last four as revenue - or
income-sources. This complex ontological structur e c amsengeeltmaeatsorbe d

Gewi nnst o, -8piasl| Ggaril gamaiewhich human beings are caught up as players competing for /ncome, not only for
profit.

“M. Heidegger OBrief ¢ IWamarkdmKiostermdnnnreankfud/Vh @/$978%.338n

Sfihinter dem R¢ckeno, e. dgr.hiGr .i:sl &6 ,s edadeptionMBENgRysiseEHkitedovorld-mind) which
asserts itself in the history of the world.

Michael Eldred:
Gainful game, set -up, cyberworld 113

C

[0

& Mi k

a fAcon
termed an 6éhermeneut i ¢ c a €dpfalaod Tecanvlogho ps.t ocriitc.a,l lagheave nt emymed thi s

con



IRIE

over everything, enticing human beings with its manifold possibilities of gain. To think valorization as
attributable to an hermeneutic cast goes against the grain of Marxian thinking, of course, in which it would

have to be regarded as an ahistorical fetishism that
consciousnesso by decipheringnyviablug andsoail ari pabdant
(MEW?23:88) and a class ideology to boot.

Nevertheless, just as we shall see wheuptha thesessercsofng He i
technology is nothing technical, the essence of capital is nothing economic; the valorization of value cannot
be thought ultimately as an economic phenomenon but solely as an historical casting of human being within

the open clearingofanage.Marxb s cr i ti que of pol it ioftcaplitalistecamomywiththé s no't
appropriate specialized concepts; rather, as critique, it is a questioning and a presentation of a social ontology
of capital which 8 now expressed i n Héiidegngoetr dme rlealnyg uaa gleu man @ ma

analysis of the value-7orm, that has plagued and puzzled readers of the first chapter of Das Kapitalever since
its first publication, 8 and has been largely ignored by Marxism itself, is a social ontology of reified value, as
the verfyomwmd di di cat es, a t e ramd Aristotke tas the d.ais tramslatiorkof f)de/a Pl at o
andmorfh/, t erms originally coined to say the being of bei.:

If the valorization of va lue expresses the essential nature of capital, i.e. its being,” then capital is gathered
into the various modes of valorization. In this gathering, everything that /s reveals itself to be valorizable, i.e.
as capable of being drawn into a circuit of valorization, of apparent self -augmentation of value. Value is neither
money nor capital but the essence of valorizing, which makes all beings appear as valorizable. With the
reification of value in the sociating thing, money, and the self -movement of this value-thing through
transformations into commodities and production process in circuits of self-augmentation, the connection of
value with being valuable for human beings is lost, alienated. The movement is out of human hands and
instead humans themselves are enticed and caused to move by an eery power of endless augmentation of
value they do not master.

Whereas the phenomenon of value is to be uncovered first of all in things and people being valuable for living,

i.e. in enhancing a way of life, and exchange-value is to be understood as a derivative form of value that arises

in the social practice of exchange,® Marx analyzes in his ever renewed critiques of political economy from 1857

on an inversion of value in which it becomes a self-moving subject of its own augmentation and as such a

reified social power.® This is the Marxian concept of fetishism, which assumes various phenomenal forms,

starting with commaodity and money fetishism and proceeding to capital fetishism and interest fetishism. ° The

common essential trait of these fetishisms is that value has assumed a reified form remote from any human

appreciation of value as valuable for living that initiates a movement with in a topsy-turvy world of apparently
self-augmenting self-mo v e me n't of rei fied value. Al et i s only the
themselves which here assumes for them the hatcerthim s mag o

8 There are in fact no less than four different versions of the incipient value -form analysis published by Marx himself: in On the Critique
of Political Ecoromy MEW:13 (1859), Chapter 1 of the first edition of Das Kapita/(1863), an Appendix to the first edition, and the
second edition of Das Kapital(1867).

7 And its being turns out to be its 3D -temporality; cf. M. Eldred A Question of Time 2015.
8 Cf. Chapter 5 i) of M. Eldred Social Ontology2008/2011.

9 Cf. jbid. Chapter 10 i).

10 Cf. jbid. Chapter 6 viii).

U"AEs ist nur das bestimmte gesellschaftliche Verh2ltnis dies Mensche
Verhéltnissesvan  Di ngen &nMarx DasKapia/Nol. | MEW23:86.
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things appear to inherently possess value in itself is just as fetishistic as a sum of money inherently being able
to endlessly yield of itself amounts of interest.

Value shows itself quantitatively as well as qualitatively in the potential or realized exchange again st money,
but, despite the real appearance of reification, it cat
an inversion; rather, money is a form of appearance of value. Nevertheless, once this value reification and
fetishism is established (preontologically in understanding, ontologically in philosophical thought and
historically in an age of the world), the essential nature of capital expresses itself above all in money and
money-c api t al 6 s a umvamentt The qapitalist Wakrld gathers itself crystallinely in money; in the

thing(ressy 6 moneyd, the world worlds capitalistically-, as s
augmenting deployment of all beings, achieves an autonomy and absoluteness vis-a-vis human beings. The
absoluteness consists in reified value no |l onger havin

valuable for human living.

In the capitalist world, all beings have a direct or indirect relation to money; the totality of be ings passes like

Alice through the value-mirror, money, into an inverted world of capital valorization. To my mind, the critique

of capitalist economy amounts to deciphering this inversion and is hence, in the first place, an achievement of

thinking throug h which the world itself presents itself differently, stripped of the fetishistic and deceptive forms

of appearance of reified value. This conception of min
Feuerbach from 1845, according to whichitis i ns uf f i c i /etergret theovortd;ithe pomtisyod change

it. Pace Marx, to /nterpret the world differently from the ground up in an alternative hermeneutic cast amounts

to changing it fundamentally.

If reified value is the way the totality of beings opens up and shows itself hermeneutically in its very being,
and also is kept in perpetual movement as a metabolism of reified value passing through various value -forms,
the question arises, what the gathering of valorization in the present historical age should be called. With this
naming, the historico-hermeneutic essence of modern capitalist society would also be named. Instead of
tracing back value to social labour in an abstractly universal form (as Marx does in his critiques of political
economy, thus suggesting that a socialized human subject could re-invert the reification of value into a
conscious sociation of labour? according to a total social plan that would do away with reified social relations),
labour itself now also has to be thought in tracing it back into its groundless ground in the infinite, apparent
self-movement of valorization, since labouring humans, too, are merely used by this reified valorizing
movement that holds sway in the Modern Age. They succumb to a wage-labour fetishism insofar as they, too,
set their highest sights on and are content with having secure, adequately paid jobs provided by capital.

| call the gathering of valorization that attains domination in the capitalist world in an essential sense the

gathering of the gainable or, simply, the gainful game (Gewinnst, GewinrrSpiej. The gainful game as the

gathering of the gainable is here neither profit nor winnings nor merely a purely economic magnitude, nor

only the successful resut of a human struggle or human labour, but the open gathering of all the essentially

risky opportunities for gain, which holds sway groundlessly as the ker
conceived broadly, as it must be in phenomeno-ontology, to encompass also all apparently riskfree, secure
opportunities for gain; risk itself, however, is inherent in the groundless nature of social /nterplay, which will

be discussed bel ow. Capitalismbdbs truth i s ahapgarent mene uf

2Marx remarks ironically, #AlLet us, for a c h@eleneviunsendichlzry i magi ne an
Abwechslung, einen Verein freier Menschen vor,... Das Kapita/\Vol. | MEW23:92)
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opportunity to a desiring, and not merely needful, human being, whilst appropriating human being to itself
through inducing and encouraging human beingds endl ess

Within this gathering as a constellation of being in an histori cal age, enterprising human beings are enticed to
cast their selves into the endless, uncertain pursuit of gain as its unwitting agents. Those who are risk -averse
and less enterprising are content with gaining a secure, regular wage -income. Such gain therefore is not only
profit, but comprises all the four income sources as analyzed by Marx in the third volume of Das Kapitalas
revenue-sources: wages, profit of enterprise, interest and ground -rent. Hence a// are caught up as players in
the gainfulgame,not j ust t he ostensibly O6insidiousdé or 6égreedyd

According t o Gr Gemwm}arefadsociatadiwithgvinning (attaining something through struggle,

l abour). o0 With this definition, only a hutakasiaccauottofi on wo
the contingency & the fortune, chance, hap, luck & at play in the pursuit of winnings. The manifold of winning

as the essential kernel of capital signifies more originarily and more uncannily the gathering of all modes of

possible gain in which humans, too, are drawn into and are (or can be) used by the circular self -movement of

valorizing value. Only from a human perspective does the gathering of the gainable appear entirely as a goal

that is achieved by struggle and labour. The gat hering of the gainabl e as a coc
and disclosure in an historical age, however, makes everything that is (exists) appear within this hermeneutic

cast as valorizable material. In this way, it entices and ensnares humans in an endlessly desirous, grasping

striving.

The historical essence of capital is thus not anything merely capitalist but rather the re/fied consummation in
our own historical time of what Plato and Aristotle call pleoneci /a (cf. Chapter 4 i), iv), Chapter 6 i) ), the
striving for more to which all succumb to a greater or
principal sum of money that is augmented, nor the dodgy ethos of a subject that is greedily or ot herwise after

monetary gain. It is neither money nor the lust for money, neither something objective nor subjective, but a
calculating, o6gainfuld mode of revealing theasvaloabla!l i ty
insofar as it is seen as having the potential for winnings, so that humans are called on by the hermeneutic

cast of the gainful game as players and compelled to think in a thoroughly calculative, albeit risk -taking,
manner that sets up everything in the self -evident sight of a potential for gain. The gainful game is an
hermeneutic cast of being that holds sway as a prevailing mode of disclosure of beings as a whole in an
historical age. Since it is an hermeneutic message shaping a world, the essence of capital cannot be tied down

to any 6thingbé6, even though everything that can be v
Nor is capital the self-i nt er est ed 6inventioné of a social c¢class, t

al
h e

Marx himself speaks of value as a social relation, which suggests that it is constituted by sociated humans

t hemsel ves, of course, without their knowing what they
but t hel)Thk oondeqt of the gainful game, by contras t, does not aim at anything made or conjured

up by humans and a fortiori not at anything merely social, but as a cast of hermeneutic disclosure of beings

asbeings that has always already targeted possibilities of gain and which calls forth the corresponding human

re-actions and social structures, i.e. the corresponding modes of being-together. The sociating of human

beings accomplished by the historical socic-ontological hermeneutic cast of the gainful game does not posit

merely capitalist, gainful social relations among (pre-existing) human beings, but constitutes human beings
themselvesasc ompet i ti ve pl ayer s, i . e. human beings6é very bei
gainful game that comes over them as an eerily self-evident cast of tho ught.

BhHSie wissen es ni Ddskapita/yde MEWA3:88. t un es. 0
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In Marx, the value relation remains in the economic and social realm; it is, in the first place, the money -
mediated social relation of commodities to each other which covers up and distorts the relations of people to
each other. Capital as a social relation mediated by things provides the economy with its ontological form and
form of self-movement and also constitutes the basis upon which a superstructure is erected. The other social
instances & the state, the legal f orms, morality, culture, ideologies, philosophy, etc. & are supposed to be
thought proceeding from this basis and in a correspondence to it. According to the (never completed) program
of Historical Materialism,'* a social whole is to be thought through dial ectically in this way: the bourgeois social
totality, that is, a structured totality of beings. The present article, by contrast, attempts to take capital and
the valorization of value back to something more originary, namely back to a constellation of dis closive truth
in an historical time in which all beings appear aswhat and aswho they are.

Everything /s, everything rates as existent, only to the extent that gain can be had from it. Everything that
does not allow itself to be drawn into some circuit o r other of valorization, through which advanced capital
can be augmented, /s not (is worthless). Everything /s only insofar as, ultimately, a capital sum can generate
from it winnings as offspring. The gathering of the gainable challenges all beings to all ow themselves to be
drawn with the promise of gain into the circuit of valorization of total social capital, thus contributing to its
accumulation. The gathering of the gainable thus sets all beings into motion by sucking everything a priori
into the risk-taking calculus of valorization, of winning and losing.

All beings appear refracted through the prism of reified value. Use for humans is not the criterion, but,

ultimately, use for a circuit of valorization, for the gainful game which turns endlessly wit hin itself, throwing

off winnings and gain for all the income -source owners. Even untouched nature can be and is valorized in the

gainful game, not only through the exploitation of natural resources, but also, say, as a recreational value for

valorizable humans, who in turn are employed by the circuit of valorization as labourers and clerks and

managers. A valorization of untouched nature is even conceivable via the value-category of ground-rent
whereby the Eartho6és capacit yontdioxidaibnsaketdd.®pol | ut ants such

Valorization is here no longer, as in its Marxian guise, only the augmentation of money -capital in a circuit, but
is conceived more broadly as a striving to achieve success, and as winning and gaining in general, starting
with earning the four basic kinds of income by the competitive players. ¢ Such gaining and winning always has
a more or less tenuous monetary aspect, i.e. it can be expressed directly or indirectly in costs, savings, profits,

surpluses, asset-values, goodwill, brand-value, personal savings and assets, celebrityvalue, prestige-value,
political influence and political power. Insofar, all beings can be quantified and incorporated into calculations

on the basis of which the success or failure can be measured in a universal measure of value: money, and
potentially or actually monetized. The gathering of opportunities for gain entices and ensnares humans in a

competitive struggle for gain in the broadest sense, where they struggle with each other, and in this way, the

gainful game valorizes and deploys human beings themselves.

14 Marx announced his enormously ambitious program most famously in the 1859 Preface to his Critigue of Political Economy With the

three volumes of Das Kapital themselves left unfinished by Marx, and whose second and third volumes were edited posthumously by

Engel s, not even the very first stage of Marx06s criticdaetdMeory of |
Eldred, Critique of competitive freedom and the bourgeois-democratic state: Outline of a form -analytic extension of Marx's uncompleted

system Kurasje, Copenhagen 1984, reissued with CreateSpace, N. Charleston 2015.

Cf. M. Eldred 06QuestdloctudinggprdpdsalfoEaa thdgi Val uet carbon sink industry(
www.arte -fact.org.

16 Cf. M. Eldred Social Ontologyloc cit. Chapter 6 viii) )
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Reified value and the striving to be highly estimated

The value for valorization cannot be restricted directly to monetary value but indirectly covers every thing that

can be won from beings as gain and success. Even though certain kinds of success cannot be turned directly

into cash, a connection with money-value is nevertheless maintained insofar as success can be monetized.

Success can show itself, however, also simply in the form of a gain in social reputation, status and prestige,

i.e. as gaining a successful standinwhoness’whi ch may or may not then, in turn
gain. The striving for gain in this case assumesth e phenomenal form of vanity as
who-status estimated highly by others, and this thirsting, in turn, sprouts also a striving to have more of those
Aconveniencies of Whifeld ¢ Adaddnrdmds thue alsd for slichessfully gaining

political power which may or may not be used as a currency for monetary gain.

Success, however, need not be linked ultimately to monetary gain at all. Value need not be thought as
ultimately convertible into re ified value, but as the value of being estimated and esteemed by oneself and
others in one6s status as somewho. Thi s siinghhwhichcarat i on
mean not only the monetary price of things, i.e. of whats, butalsot he esteem, estimation and honour accorded

to persons, i.e. to whos. Such a conception of value has the potential to break the link with the valorization of

reified value in the Marxian sense, instead opening the vista on the interplay of whoness in a striv ing for

esteem and self-esteem whose spectrum ranges from the estimation of genuine excellence through to
defective forms of appearance such as the tawdry estimation of merely vain fame and celebrity, or the
insufferable self-esteem of overweening narcissism.

Such striving for high valuation as somewho is called filotimi/a the 6l ove of honour and
and Aristotle, in whose usage it has largely pejorative connotations in connection with perversions of striving

to be esteemed highly, including those mediated by reified value, such as ostentatious consumption indulged

in by the wealthy and politically powerful. But this is not the topic here and would take us too far afield. 8

Rather, the concern at present is to espy a possible twist in the val orization of reified value by seeing through

the fetishism of reified value.

Seeing through the fetishism of reified value

The value-form analyzed by Marx thus can be traced back to a more originary valorization in an historico-
temporal cast in which the totality of beings opens up and beings show themselves a priori from the perspective
of potential contribution to gain. The reason for the non -originariness of the Marxian analyses of the value-
form is that they mainly tease out the contradictions between private and social, i.e. particular and universal
subjectivity with the aim historically healing and overcoming them in a consciously sociated, universal subject.

The fetish character of the value -form includes that the products of human labour have assumed an autonomy
vis-a-vis human subjectivity and therefore evade its control. Subjectivity/objectivity as the metaphysical
environment in which Marxian thinking abides is, however, not originary, but is in turn grounded in an historico -
temporal hermeneutic cast that casts aswhat the totality of beings reveals itself to be, without lying simply at
the dispositionof humanact i ons as a 6 popasésacevolutionmtd bringMenegade objectivity,
which is thought under the rubric of fetishism, back under the political power of an authentically sociated,

17 Cf. R. Capurro, M. Eldred, D. Nagel Digital Whoness Identity, Privacy and Freedom in the Cyberworld ontos/deGruyter, Frankfurt/M.
2013. Cf. also H. Arendt The Human Condition2nd ed. with an introduction by Margaret Canovan, Chicago U.P. 1998, 1st ed. 1958.

18 Cf. M. Eldred Phdnomenologie der MénnlichkeiDe t t el bach: R°1 1 1999 and-fasteg2013hei Gt M2 nnl i ch
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social subjectivity, in which collectivized human beings are now consciously mediated socicpolitical subjects,

but this by no means implies that the totality of beings would cease to reveal itself as a gathering of

opportunities for gain for endlessly desirous human beings engaged in endless power struggles or even that

there would be a twist in such di scl eesxuirset.i nWibt nsetsast et hs
Rather, for such a twist, the orientation of a hermeneutic cast of free and fair estimating interplay is required.

If, th erefore, we must take leave of the modern metaphysics of human subjectivity in the form of collectively
labouring human beings as what is, or ought to be, underlying, this leave -taking has implications not solely
for the value concept, which now can no longer be traced back ultimately to human labour as abstract value-
substance. Not only is the labour theory of value untenable as a quantitative price theory; ° it is moreover
tacitly based on certain metaphysical presuppositions of Feuerbachian anthropology according to which
everything that is, including forms of ideology, is ultimately a human product; this subjectivist anthropology
now must be seen through and gotten over. Accordingly, the value concept must now be thought without a
pro-ductive relation to human labour or even humankind as that which ultimately underlies, but as the
valuableness of beings, of both whats and whos, themselves which is neither subjective nor objective, but
rather a quasi-Hegelian subective-obj ect i ve 6i deabéd, h e r e-heomenketic sattdhatd a s
leaves the subject/object dichotomy behind altogether.

If the valorization of reified value cannot be traced back originarily to a production, i.e. to a bringing -forth, by

human labour in which surplus value is siphoned off, it can nevertheless be conceived more temporally as a
bringing-about (Zeitigung) of valuation in an interplay of competitive struggle, i.e. as a power play in which

the as yet unreified abilities of all kinds, including entrepreneurial abilities, vie for tangible, monetary, value

recognition and estimation. The totality of beings opens itself to us human beings as valuable & and therefore

as worth desiring, as desirable 8 in the broadest spectrum that includes even what is worth -less, value-less.

This valuableness comprises not only the usefulness (beinggood-for...) of things and persons in the broadest

sense of being appreciated, estimated and valued for a certain use, but also the value of being seen and

reflected in a good light by others, being appreciated and highly estimated by others, in the first place, in
having oneo6s abilities recognized, vali dmitrerdoracnd r ewar

Money is the purest social crystallization of this valuableness as the reified, tangible mediator in the dimension
of valuableness that provides also the quasi-universal measure for all that is valuable. Money itself as the
representative of wealth in general is the un iversal key to what is valuable by means of exchange and so itself,
as a reified social power, becomes desirable as the focused aim of the striving for gain. The open gathering
of opportunities for gain entices human beings into a striving for gain that, f rom another perspective, is hothing
other than the reified movement of value as capital which sets all beings into motion for the sake of gain in
the form of capital accumulation, thus becoming a circular end in itself and insofar senseless.

Learning to see economic value, at least, as residing first of all in the estimating interplay of human powers
and abilities on the basis of mutually beneficial interchange in which reified value in the form of money serves
merely as mediator, and is thus defetishized, could be an historical way of gaining distance from the capitalist
valorization of reified value. | will take up this thought again below.

19 Cf. Social Ontologyop. cit. Chapter 6 iii).
25 Wer t s paskgrd/Mol. | MEW23:72.
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